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UNIT 1.1 READING COMPREHENSION

Pre-Reading
1. Write on a piece of paper one quality that you think a good human being 

should have.
2. Fold the paper and keep it with you.
3. Form groups of six. All the students should put their slips on the table 

and mix them up.
4. Pick up one slip at a time and discuss why that quality is good and how it 

can make life better for an individual and for the society in which we live.

Reading Text
The Last Sermon of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W)

Our Holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) is the last of the Prophets. Holy Prophet 
Muhammad

 
(S.A.W)

 
was born

 
in

 
571

 
AD

 
at

 
Makkah

 
Saudi

 
Arabia,

 
in

 
a

 
respected 

Quraish
 

family.
 

The
 

Quraish
 

used
 

to
 

worship
 

idols and
 

did
 

not
 

believe in one God. 
Prophet

 
Muhammad

 
(S.A.W),

 
asked

 
the

 
Quraish

 
not

 
to

 
worship their false gods. 

He
 

told
 

them
 

that
 

he
 

was the
 

Prophet
 

of
 

Allah
 

and
 

asked them to accept Islam and 
to

 
worship

 
the

 
One

 
and

 
only true

 
God.

 
Most

 
of

 
them refused to accept Islam. They 

thought
 

that
 

he
 

was against
 

their
 

gods and
 

their ancestors . They opposed this 
new

 
faith

 
so

 
much

 
that

 
the

 
Prophet

 
(S.A.W)

 
had to ask the believers to migrate to 

Yathrib,
 

a
 

city 320
 

km
 

(200
 

miles)
 

north
 

of
 

Makkah.

But, with time, as many people started accepting his message and converting 
to Islam, the Quraish became more aggressive and started making attempts on 
his life. Hence, when Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) got positive signals from 
Yathrib, he also decided to emigrate there. After eight days' journey, he 
reached the outskirts of Yathrib, on 28th June 622; but he did not enter the city 
directly. He stopped at a place called Quba', a place some miles from the main 
city, and built a mosque there.
On 2nd July 622, Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) entered the city. This event is 
known as“Hijra”and marks the beginning of the Islamic calendar. Yathrib was 
soon renamed Madinat un-Nabi (literally "City of the Prophet"), but un-Nabi was 
soon dropped, and its name became "Madina", meaning "the city".

Note for Teachers: Divide the class into groups of six. Tell them that every one of them 
should write one good quality that they think a human being should have. Encourage them 
to ask you if they are not sure how to write what they want to write in English.
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His  last    sermon
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The table on next page has messages from the Last Sermon of the Holy Prophet
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Examples
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various purposes. These sections should not be formally tested.
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