The words fungus and mold may evoke some unpleasant images. Fungi rot timbers,
attack plants, spoil food and afflict humans with athlete’s foot and worse maladies.
However, ecosystem would collapse without fungi to decompose dead organisms,
fallen leaves, feces and other organic materials, thus recycling vital chemical
elements back to the environment in forms other organisms can assimilate.
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Fig. 8.2 (b) Light micrograph showis
several nematodes (N) enmeshe
by the mycelium of Dactyl
candida. S
nutualistic and have symbiotic associations between certain fi
cetes and imperfect fungi, and few Basidiomycetes (about 200
of lichens) and certain photo autotroph either green alg
or some times both. Most of the visible part of lichen con
components are present within the hyphae (Fig. 8.3).
1 partner from strong light and desiccation and itself gets §
esy of alga. Lichens can grow at such places where neither
s alone can, even at harsh places such as bare rocks etc. Lichens vz
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are haploid, non-motile and not needing wate
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w decades yeasts have become increasingly important 1
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16,000 named species. More is known

group than about any other fungi. Among the

: € not only the mushrooms, toadstools, puftballs, jelly fungi, and
but also many important plant pathogens among the groups called
smuts. Many mushrooms are used as food, but others are deadly
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Still other species are poisonous to some people and harmless to others.
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