
ECAT Pre General Science English Chapter 8 Comprehension

Sr Questions Answers Choice

1

Paul’s wife knows Paul loves to read cookbooks. She decides to get him one for his
birthday. Paul tells her he will try to make a new recipe for three days in a row. On
Monday, Paul makes blueberry pancakes for breakfast. He gets the blueberries from
the farmers’ market. On Tuesday, Paul makes beef soup for dinner. He puts in cubes
of beef, carrots, and onions. The recipe calls for cream, but Paul does not cream. He
uses water instead. On Wednesday, Paul makes a tomato salad with cucumbers and
onions. He picks the cucumbers and tomatoes from his garden. He likes this dish
best. It was also the easiest for him to make.

Where does Paul get his cookbook?

A. Paul buys it
B. His girlfriend gives it to him
C. His wife gets it for him
D. Paul's friend buys it for him

2

The Baxter house is located at the end of the street. This house sits farther back from
the curb than the other houses. It is almost difficult to see from the road without
peering behind the deformed oak tree that has obscured it for years. Even so, the
Baxter house stands out from the other houses on the street. It is tall and white.
However, this white is no longer pristinely white, but a dingy grayish cram color. Long
vines hang from the tattered roof. The Baxter house is two stories tall and has a large
yard in the back that has never been mowed. The other houses on the street are a
mere one story and have been painted a variety of colors. The newer, single story
properties all appear to have been built around the same time; the yards mostly
being of the same size, and the houses appearing to be clones of one another. Aside
from the Baxter house at the end, this street is a perfect slice of middle America. The
inhabitants of the other houses wonder who lives in the ancient, dilapidated house at
the end of the street.

In the middle of the passage, the author writes, “[the Baxter] white is no longer
pristinely white, but a dingy grayish cream color. Long vines hang from the tattered
roof. The Baxter house is two stories tall and has a large yard in the back that has
never been mowed.” Using this information, it can be concluded

A. Does not, or cannot, take care of
the house
B. Plans on buying a new house
soon
C. Thinks the other people in the
neighborthood do not like him or his
house
D. Cannot afford to care for his or
her property

3

Lilly loves her town. She loves the mall. She loves the parks. She also loves her
school. Most of all, though, Lilly loves the seasons. In her old town, it was hot all of the
time.

Sometimes it is cold in Lilly’s new town. The cold season is in winter. Once in a while
it snows. Lilly has never seen snow before. So far her, the snow is exciting as well as
very beautiful. Lilly has to wear gloves to keep her hands warm. She also wear a
scarf around her neck.

In spring, flowers bloom and the trees turn green with new leaves. Pollen falls on the
cars and windowsills and makes Lilly sneeze. People work in their yards and mow
their grass.

In summer, Lilly wears her old shorts and sandals- the same ones she used to wear
in her old town. It is hot outside, and dogs lie in the shade. Lilly and her friends go to a
pool or play in the water sprinkler. Her father cooks hamburgers on the grill for dinner.

Lilly’s favorite season is autumn. In autumn, the leaves on the trees turn yellow, gold,
red, and orange. Halloween comes in autumn, and this Lilly’s favorite holiday. Every
Halloween, Lilly wears a costume. Last year she wore a mouse costume. This year
she will wear a fish costume.

One evening in autumn, Lilly and her mom are on sitting together on the porch. Mom
tells Lilly that autumn is also called “fall”. This is a good idea, Lilly thinks, because in
the fall all of the leaves fall down from the trees.

Which of the following best describes the structure of this passage?

A. The author talks about Lily's new
town, and then talks about how the
seasons are changing
B. The author introduces Lilly, and
then describes her in relation to the
four seasons
C. The author introduces Lilly, and
then explains why autumn is her
favorite season
D. The author discusses the four
seasons, and then describes which
one Lilly likes best

The history of literature really began was the earliest of the arts. Man danced for joy
round his primitive camp fire after the defeat and slaughter of his enemy. He yelled
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round his primitive camp fire after the defeat and slaughter of his enemy. He yelled
and shouted as he danced and gradually the yells and shouts became coherent and
caught the measure of the coherent and caught the measure of the dance and thus
the first war song was sung. As the idea of God developed prayers were framed. The
songs and prayers became traditional and were repeated from one generation to
another, each generation adding something of its own. As man slowly grew more
civilized, he was compelled to invent some method of writing by three urgent
necessities. There were certain things that it was dangerous to forget and which,
therefore, had to be recorded. It was often necessary to communicate with person
who were some distance away and it was necessary to protect one’s property by
making tools, cattle and so on, in some distinctive manner. So man taught himself to
write and having learned to write purely for utilitarian reasons he used this new
method for preserving his war songs and his prayers. Of course, among these
ancient peoples, There were only a very few individuals who learned to write, and only
a few could read what was written.

The word ‘measure’ in the context of the passage means

A. Weight
B. Rhythm
C. Size
D. Quantity

5

Do you live in a house? You might be surprised to learn that there are many, many kinds of
houses. Most people in the United States are used to houses made of wood or bricks.But
many people around the word live in houses made of grass, dirt, or cloth.In the Great Rift
Valley of Eritrea, the nomadic people who are in the Atr tribe build their houses of straw.
Their houses are shaped like domes - half spheres. The homes are small and cool. The
people can move their houses when they want to move. Since the people are nomads, they
move often. They take their animals to new places in order to find food.People whi belong to
the Uros tribe of Lake Titicaca. Peru build their houses of reeds. Not only that - they also live
on islands that are made of reeds .Their boats are made of reeds too. About 2,000 people
live on these man-made islands. They started to build their own islands about 500 years
ago.In Andalusia, in the south of Spain, some people live in underground houses.This kind
of house is called a cueba.During the winter, the houses stay warm. During the summer, the
houses stay cool.In Sana'a, Yemen, some people live in tall houses made of bricks. These
bricks are made of clay, straw and soil.The bricks last many years - maybe as long as 500
years. The modern houses in Sana'a are made to look like the older,traditional houses, but
they are made of concrete instead of bricks.In Mindadanao in the Philippines, some people
still live in tree houses. The tree houses are made of bamboo with grass roofs. The houses
are good lookout for snakes and wild animals. The air is cool and the houses stay dry. Now,
most people use these tree houses as meeting places.The fisherman of Sabah, Malaysia
build their houses on the water. They use wood from mangrove trees.This wood stays strong
in the water.The houses receive official addresses form the government.Fujian, China has
many townhouses that are made of hard-packed soil. The dirt becomes as strong as bricks
when it is packed hard. One large family group lives in a townhouse. The townhouses were
built around 300 years ago. A group of townhouses is protected by a thick dirt-packed wall.In
the Gobi Desert in Mongolia, some nomadic people live in homes called gels. These homes
are made of cloth. The cloth is filled with animal hair. Two poles in the center of the house
hold the house up. The people move often to find food for their animals. The houses are
easy to move and set up.Some American Indians live in teepees. These homes are made of
cloth or buffalo hide. There are wooden poles used to hold the teepee up. Now some people
use teepees only for special ceremonies, but people used to live in them all the time.The
traditional houses of Chitos, Greece, are made of stone. They have arched doorways and
indoor courtyards.They have outdoor dining rooms which are decorated with tile and rock.
This means they are ornamented, and made to look more beautiful.The Dayak people of
Indonesia build some of their houses on stilts, several feet the ground. The frame of the
house is made of iron. The walls are made of tree bark. The floors are made of wooden
planks which are placed side by side.The houses are decorated with pictures of water
snakes and rhinoceros birds. These animals are part of the people's story of creation, or
how the world was made.People build their houses to fit the needs of their lives. The houses
are different, but one thing is the same wherever you go. There's no place like home
Question:
How are the islands and the houses of the Uros tribe the same?

A. They are both made by machines
B. They are both made of reeds
C. They are both made of soil
D. They are both very modern

6

Q.5 Recent advances is science and technology have made it possible for geneticists to find
out abnormalities in the unborn foetus and take remedial action to rectify some defects which
would otherwise prove to be fatal to the child Though genetic engineering is still at its
infancy.scientist can now predict with greater accuracy a genetic disorder it is not yet an
exact science since they are not in a position to predict when exactly a genetic disorder will
set in While they have not yet been able to change the genetic order of the gene in germs
they are optimistic and are holding out that in the near future they might be successful in
achieving this feat they have however acquired the ability in manipulating tissue cells

However genetic mis-information can sometimes be damaging for it may adversely affect
people psychologically Genetic information may lead to tendency to brand some people as
inferiors Genetic information can therefore be abused and its application in deciding the sex
of the foetus and its subsequent abortion is now hotly debated on ethical lines but on this
issue geneticists cannot be squarely blamed though this charge has often been leveled at
them it is mainly a societal problem At present genetic engineering is a costly process of
detecting disorders but scientists hope to reduce the costs when technology becomes more
advanced this is why much progress in this area has been Possible in scientifically advanced
and rich countries like the U.S.A U.K and japan it remains to be seen if in the future this
science will lead to the development of a race of supermen on will be able to obliterate
disease from this world.
o.What is the tone of the author in the last sentence of the passage

A. Resignation
B. Cautious
C. Relief
D. Concert

Arrowheads, which are ancient hunting tools, are often themselves ‘hunted’ for their
interesting value both as artifacts and as art. Some of the oldest arrowheads in the
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interesting value both as artifacts and as art. Some of the oldest arrowheads in the
United States date back 12,000 years. They are not very difficult to find. You need
only to walk with downcast eyes in a field that has been recently tilled for the spring
planting season, and you might find one.

Arrowheads are tiny stones or pieces of wood, bone, or metal which have been
sharpened in order to create a tipped weapon used in hunting. The material is honed
to an edge, usually in a triangular fashion, and is brought to a deadly tip. On the edge
opposite the tip is a flared tail. Though designs vary depending on the region,
purpose, and era of the arrowhead’s origin, the tails serve the same purpose. The tail
of the arrowhead is meant to be strapped onto a shaft, which is a straight wooden
piece such as a spear or an arrow. When combined, the arrowhead point and the
shaft become a lethal projectile weapon to be thrown by arm or shot with a bow at
prey.

Indian arrowheads are important artifacts that give archeologists (scientists who
study past human societies) clues about the lives of Native Americans. By analyzing
an arrowhead’s shape, they can determine the advancement of tool technologies
among certain Native American groups. By determining the origin of the arrowhead
material (bone, rock, wood, or metal), they can trace the patterns of travel and trade
of the hunters. By examine the location of the arrowheads, archeologists can map out
hunting grounds and other social patterns.

Arrowheads are commonly found along riverbanks or near creek beds because
animals drawn to natural water sources to sustain life were regularly found drinking
along the banks. For this reason, riverbeds were a prime hunting ground for the
Native Americans. Now, dry and active riverbeds are prime hunting grounds for
arrowhead collectors.

Indian arrowheads are tiny pieces of history that fit in the palm of your hand. They are
diary entries in the life of a hunter. They are museum pieces that hide in the dirt. They
are symbolic of the eternal struggle between life and death.

As it is used in paragraph 2, which is the best antonym for honed

A. Flattened
B. Chopped
C. Dulled
D. Baked

8

Next week I am on vacation. While I am on a vacation, I will work on two projects.First, I will fix
the washing machine. The washing machine has been broken for two weeks. To fix it, I will
need three tools: a screwdriver, a wrench, and a clamp. It will take one day to fix the washing
machine.Next, I will fix our back porch. This is a bigger project. It will probably take about two
days to fix the back porch, and will require a screwdriver, a hammer, nails, and a saw. My
vacation starts on Monday. I have a lot of work to do, but hopefully I can relax after I finish my
work
Question:
The author of this passage can best be described as

A. interesting
B. lazy
C. constructive
D. intelligent

9

Although cynics may like to see he government’s policy for women in terms of the
party’s internal power struggles, it will nevertheless be churlish to deny that it
represents a pioneering effect aimed at bringing about sweeping social reforms. In
its language, scope and strategies, the policy documents displays a degree of
understanding of women’s needs that is uncommon in government pronouncements.
This is due in large part to the participatory process that marked its formulation,
seeking the active involvement right from the start of women’s groups, academic
institutions and non-government organizations with grass roots experience. The result
is not just a lofty declaration of principles but a blueprint for a practical program of

action. The policy delineates a series of concrete measures to accord women a
decision-making role in the political domain and greater control over their economic
status. Of especially far-reaching impart are the devolution of control of economic
infrastructure to women, notably at the gram panchayat level, and the amendment
proposed in the Act of 1956 to give women comparcenary rights.

And enlightened aspect of the policy is its recognition that actual change in the status
of women cannot be brought about by the mere enactment of socially progressive
legislation. Accordingly, it focuses on reorienting development programs and
sensitizing administrations to address specific situations as, for instance, the
growing number of households headed by women, which is a consequence of rural-
urban migration. The proposal to create an equal-opportunity police force and give
women greater control of police stations is an acknowledgement of the biases and
callousness displayed by the generally all-male law-enforcement authorities in case
of dowery and domestic violence. While the mere enunciation of such a policy has
the salutary effect of sensitizing the administration as a whole, it does not make the
task of its implementation any easier. This is because the changes it envisages in
the political and economic status of woman strike at the root of power structures in
society and the basis of man-woman relationship. There is also the danger that
reservation for women in public life, while necessary for their greater visibility, could
lapse into tokenism or become a tool in the hands of vote seeking politicians. Much
will depend on the dissemination of the policy and the ability of elected

A. Sublimated
B. Humble
C. Inferior
D. Undignified



will depend on the dissemination of the policy and the ability of elected
representatives and government agencies to reorder their priorities.

Which of the following is opposite in meaning to ‘lofty’ as used in the passage?

10

Philadelphia is a city known for many things. It is where the Declaration of
independence was signed in 1776, and it was also the first capital of the United
States. But one fact about Philadelphia is not so well-known: it is home to nearly
3,000 murals painted on the sides of homes and buildings around the city. In fact, it is
said that Philadelphia has more murals than any other city in the world, with the
exception of Rome. How did this come to be?

More than 20 years ago, a New Jersey artist named Jane Golden started a program
pairing troubled youth with artists to paint murals on a few buildings around the city.
Form this small project, something magical happened. The young people involved
helped to create magnificent pieces of art, but there were other, perhaps more
important benefits. The young people learned to collaborate and get along with many
different kinds of people during the various steps required to paint and design a
mural. They learned to be responsible, because they needed to follow a schedule to
make sure the murals were completed. They also learned to take pride in their
community. It is hard for any resident to see the spectacular designs and not feel
proud to be a part of Philadelphia.

Take a walk around some of the poorest neighborhoods I Philadelphia,
neighborhoods full of broken windows and littered front steps, and you will find
beautiful works of art on the sides and fronts of buildings. Of course they murals are
not just in poor neighborhoods, but more affluent ones as well. Special buses take
tourists to different parts of the city to see the various murals, which range from huge
portraits of historical heroes, to cityscapes, to scenes depicting the diverse ethnic
groups that call Philadelphia home.

As a result of its success, the mural program created by Jane Golden has now
become the nation’s largest public art program and a model for to troubled youth.

Based on information in the passage, the author most likely believes that

A. There are too many murals in
Philadelphia
B. The mural program was an
inspirational idean
C. All troubled youth should learn
how to paint
D. Every city in the country should
adopt the mural program

11

Elephants on the coast of Thailand are acting strange. They stamp their feet and motion
toward the hulls. The sea draws back from the beaches. Fish flop in the mud. Suddenly, a
huge wave appears. This is no ordinary wave. It is a tsunamiTsunami (pronounced "soo-nah-
mee") waves are larger and faster than normal surface waves. A tsunami wave can travel as
fast as a jet plane and can be as tall as a ten-story building. Imagine dropping a stone into a
pond. The water on the surface ripples. A tsunami is like a very powerful ripple. Tsumais
begin when the ocean rises or falls very suddenly. Large amounts of seawater are displaced.
This movement causes huge waves.For a tsunami to occur, there must be some kind of
force that causes the ocean water to become displaced. Most trunamis are caused by
underwater earthquakes. however,volcanoes, landslides, large,icebergs, and even
meteorites are capable of causing one of these mighty waves.Trunamis are extremely
powerful. Ordinary waves lose power when they break. Tsunami waves can remain powerful

for several days. Because tsunami waves are so strong, they can kill people, damage
property , and completely ruin an ecosystem in just one hour.Scientist have no way of
predicting when a tsunami will hit. However, if a powerful enough earthquake
occurs,scientists can issue a warning or a watch. A warning means that a tsunami will very
likely hit soon. A watch means that conditions are favorable for a tsunami. When people are
notified about a watch or a warning, they have more time to prepare. It is best not to get
caught unaware when a tsunami is on the way. In paragraph, the elephants are most likely
acting strange because they

A. are not used to seeing fish
B. dislike the water
C. can sense something out of the
ordinary
D. see the ocean drawing back from
the beaches

The year 2006 was the golden anniversary, or the 50th birthday, of the Dwight D.
Eisenhower National System of Interstate and Defense Highways. This system,
usually referred to as The Interstate Highway System, is a system of freeways named
after the U.S. President who supported it. The system is the largest highway system
in the world, consisting of 46,876 miles (75,440 km) of freeways. The construction of
the interstate highway system is an important part of American history. It has played a
major role in preserving and maintaining the America way of life.

The interstate highway system has several major functions. One of its major functions
is to facilitate the distribution of US good. Because the intestate passes through
many downtown areas, it plays an important role in the distribution of almost all
goods in the United States. Nearly all products travel at least part of the way to their
destination on the Interstate System. Another major function of the interstate is to
facilitate military troop movement to and from airports, seaports, rail terminals and
other military destinations. The Interstate highways are connected to route in the
Strategic Highway Network, which is a system of highways that are vital to the U.S.
Department of Defense.

Today, most of the Interstate system consists of newly constructed highways. The
longest section of the Interstate system runs from Boston, Massachusetts to Seattle,
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longest section of the Interstate system runs from Boston, Massachusetts to Seattle,
Washington. It covers 3,020.54 miles. The shortest two-digit interstate is from Emery,
North Caroline to Greensboro, North Caroline. It covers only 12.27 miles. All state
capitals except five are served by the system. The five that are not directly served are
Juneau, AK, Dover, DE, Jefferson City, MO, Carson City, NV, and Pierre, SD. The
Interstate Highway System serves almost all major U.S. cities.

EACH Interstate highway is marked with a red, white, and blue shield with the word
“Interstate,” the name of the state, and the route number. Interstate highways are
named with one or two-digit numbers. North-south highways are designated with odd
numbers; east-west highways are named with even numbers. The north-south
Interstate highways begin in the west with the lowest odd number; the east-west
highways begin in the south with the lowest even numbers. There all mile markers at
each mile of the interstate system, starting at the westernmost or southernmost point
on the highway. Every Interstate highway begins with the number “0”. Interchanges
are numbered according to their location on the highway in relation to mileage; an
exit between milepost 7 and milepost 8 would be designated “Exit 7.” This system
allows drivers estimate the distance to a desired exit, which a road is leading off the
highway. Despite the common acceptance of the numbering system on the Interstate
highways, some states have adopted different numbering systems. For example, a
portion of the Interstate 19 in Arizona is measured in kilometers instead of miles
since the highway goes south to Mexico.

Since the Interstate highways are freeways-highways that do not have signs and
cross streets – they have the highest speed limits in the nation. Most interstate
highways have speed limits between 65 – 75 miles per hour (105 – 120 kilometers
per hour), but some areas in Texas and Utah have an 80 mile-per-hour (130
kilometer-per-hour) speed limit.

The federal government primarily funds interstate highways. However, they are
owned and operated by the individual states or toll authorities in the states. The
federal government generally funds up to 90% of the cost of an Interstate highway,
while the states pay the remainder of the cost.

When you preserve something, you

A. Keep and maintain it
B. Uphold and exercise it
C. Strengthen it
D. Make it more pleasant
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The public distribution system, which provides food at low prices, is a subject of vital
concern. There is a growing realization that thought Pakistan has enough food to
feed its masses three square meals a day, the monster of starvation and food
insecurity continues to haunt the poor in our country.
Increasing the purchasing power of the poor through providing productive
employment leading to rising income, and thus good standard of living is the ultimate
objective of public policy. However, till then, there is a need to provide assured supply
of food through a restructured more efficient and decentralized public distribution
system (PDS).

Although the PDS is extensive – it is one of the largest such systems in the world – it
has yet to reach the rural poor and the far off places. It remains an urban
phenomenon, with the majority of the rural poor still out of its reach due to lack of
economic and physical access. The poorest in the cities and the migrants are left out,
for they generally do not possess ration cards. The allocation of PDS supplies in big
cities is larger than in rural areas. In view of such deficiencies in the system, the PDS
urgently needs to be streamlined. In addition, considering the large food grains
production combined with food subsidy on one hand and the continuing slow
starvation and dismal poverty of the rural population on the other, there is a strong
case for making PDS target group oriented.

The growing salaried class is provided job security, regular income, and percent
insulation against inflation. These gains of development have not percolated down to
the vast majority of our working population. If one compares only dearness allowance
to the employees in public and private sector and looks at its growth in the past few
years, the rising food subsidy is insignificant to the point of inequity. The food subsidy
is a kind of D.A. to the poor, the self-employed and those in the unorganized sector of
the economy. However, what is most unfortunate is that out of the large budget of the
so – called food subsidy, the major part of it is administrative cost and wastages. A
small portion of the above budget goes to the real consumer and an even lesser
portion to the poor who are in real need.

It is true that subsidies should not become a permanent feature except for the
destitute, disabled widows and the old. It is also true that subsidies often create a
psychology of dependence and hence is habit – forming, killing the general initiative
of the people. By making PDS target group oriented, not only the poorest and
neediest would be reached without additional cost, but it will actually cut overall costs
incurred on large cities and for better off localities. When the food and food subsidy
are limited the rural and urban poor should have the priority in the PDS supplies. The
PDS should be closely linked with programs of employment generation and nutrition

A. Reducing the cost of living index
by increasing supplies
B. Providing enough food to all the
citizens
C. Good standard of living through
productive employment
D. Equalizing per capita income
across different strata of society



PDS should be closely linked with programs of employment generation and nutrition
improvement.

What, according to the passage, is be the main purpose of public policy in the long
run?

14

But I do recommend some game as a part of recreation. As long as I could see to play and
sufficient tennis, I enjoyed immensely the game of real or court skill, a very ancient game,
requiring activates as well as some pride, because for the first time, at any rate in the recent
history of the game, an amateur is champion of the sometimes criticized for paying too much
attention to games. Football is a national game of America as well as in England but I do not
suppose that either you or we think that our soldiers fought any worse in the war of having
been fond of football. I put games definitely as a desirable part of recreation, and I would
say: have one or more games of which you are fond, but let them have any rate in youth be
activity of the whole body, as well as skill,

Sport shall be mentioned next. I have had a liking for more than one form of sport, but an
actual passion for salmon and trout fishing. Salmon fishing, as I have enjoyed it, fishing not
from a boat but from one’s feet, either on the bank or wading deep in the stream, is a
glorious and sustained exercise for the whole body, as well as being an exciting-sport; but
many of my friends do not care for it. To them, I say, as one who was fond of George
Meredith’s Novels once said to be man who complained that he should not read them, ‘why
should you?’ if you do not care for fishing, do not fish. Why should you? But if we are to be
one equal term and you are be one the same happy level as I hav3e been, then find
something for yourself which you like as much as I like fishing.

Football is a national game in:

A. America only
B. England only
C. America and England
D. China
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Do you live in a house? You might be surprised to learn that there are many, many kinds of
houses. Most people in the United States are used to houses made of wood or bricks.But
many people around the word live in houses made of grass, dirt, or cloth.In the Great Rift
Valley of Eritrea, the nomadic people who are in the Atr tribe build their houses of straw.
Their houses are shaped like domes - half spheres. The homes are small and cool. The
people can move their houses when they want to move. Since the people are nomads, they
move often. They take their animals to new places in order to find food.People whi belong to
the Uros tribe of Lake Titicaca. Peru build their houses of reeds. Not only that - they also live
on islands that are made of reeds .Their boats are made of reeds too. About 2,000 people
live on these man-made islands. They started to build their own islands about 500 years
ago.In Andalusia, in the south of Spain, some people live in underground houses.This kind
of house is called a cueba.During the winter, the houses stay warm. During the summer, the
houses stay cool.In Sana'a, Yemen, some people live in tall houses made of bricks. These
bricks are made of clay, straw and soil.The bricks last many years - maybe as long as 500
years. The modern houses in Sana'a are made to look like the older,traditional houses, but
they are made of concrete instead of bricks.In Mindadanao in the Philippines, some people
still live in tree houses. The tree houses are made of bamboo with grass roofs. The houses
are good lookout for snakes and wild animals. The air is cool and the houses stay dry. Now,
most people use these tree houses as meeting places.The fisherman of Sabah, Malaysia
build their houses on the water. They use wood from mangrove trees.This wood stays strong
in the water.The houses receive official addresses form the government.Fujian, China has
many townhouses that are made of hard-packed soil. The dirt becomes as strong as bricks
when it is packed hard. One large family group lives in a townhouse. The townhouses were
built around 300 years ago. A group of townhouses is protected by a thick dirt-packed wall.In
the Gobi Desert in Mongolia, some nomadic people live in homes called gels. These homes
are made of cloth. The cloth is filled with animal hair. Two poles in the center of the house
hold the house up. The people move often to find food for their animals. The houses are
easy to move and set up.Some American Indians live in teepees. These homes are made of
cloth or buffalo hide. There are wooden poles used to hold the teepee up. Now some people
use teepees only for special ceremonies, but people used to live in them all the time.The
traditional houses of Chitos, Greece, are made of stone. They have arched doorways and
indoor courtyards.They have outdoor dining rooms which are decorated with tile and rock.
This means they are ornamented, and made to look more beautiful.The Dayak people of
Indonesia build some of their houses on stilts, several feet the ground. The frame of the
house is made of iron. The walls are made of tree bark. The floors are made of wooden
planks which are placed side by side.The houses are decorated with pictures of water
snakes and rhinoceros birds. These animals are part of the people's story of creation, or
how the world was made.People build their houses to fit the needs of their lives. The houses
are different, but one thing is the same wherever you go. There's no place like home
Question:
Why did people live in tree houses?

A. so they could see far
B. so they could stay cool
C. so they could stay safe
D. All of the above

Right now, I am looking at a shelf full or relics, a collection of has-beens, old-timers,
antiques, fossils. Right now I am lolling at a shelf full of books. Yes that’s right. If you
have some spare cash (the doing rate is about $89) and are looking to enhance your
reading experience, then I highly suggest you consider purchasing an e-reader. E-
readers are replacing the books of old, and I welcome them with open arms (as you
should).

If you haven’t heard of an e-reader and don’t know what it is, then please permit the
following explanation. An e-reader is a device that allows you to read e-books. An e-
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following explanation. An e-reader is a device that allows you to read e-books. An e-
book is a book-length publication in digital form, consisting of text, images, or both,
and produced on, published through, and readable on computers or other electronic
devices. Sometimes the equivalent of a conventional printed book, e-books can also
be born digital. The Oxford Dictionary or English defines the e-book as “an electronic
version of a printed book, “but e-book can and do exist without any printed
equivalent.

So now you know what an e-reader is. But you still may be wondering why they put
printed books to shame. E-readers are superior to printed books because they save
space, are environmentally friendly, and provide helpful reading tips and tools that
printed books do not.

E-readers are superior to printed books because they save space. The average e-
reader can store thousands of digital book, providing a veritable library at your
fingertips. What is more, being the size and weight of a thin hardback, the e-reader
itself is relatively petite. It is easy to hold and can fit in a pocketbook or briefcase
easily. This makes handling ponderous behemoths such as War and Peace, Anna
Karenina, and Les Miserables a breeze. Perhaps the only drawback to the space-
saving aspect of an e-reader is that it requires you to find new things to put on your
shelves.

In addition, e-readers are superior to books because they are environmentally
friendly. The average novel is about 300 pages long. So, if a novel is printed 1000
times, it will use 300,000 pieces of paper. That’s a lot of paper! If there are about
80,000 pieces of paper in a tree, this means it takes almost 4 trees to make these
1000 books. Now, we know that the average bestseller sells about 20,000 copies
per week. That means that it takes over 300 trees each month to sustain this rate.
And for the super bestsellers, these figures increase dramatically. For example, the
Harry Potter book series has sold over 450 million copies. That’s about 2 million
trees! Upon viewing these figures, it is not hard to grasp the severe impact of printed
books on the environment. Since e-reader use no trees, they represent a significant
amount of preservation in terms of the environment and its resources.

Finally, e-reader are superior to books because they provide helpful reading tips and
tolls that printed books do not. The typical e-reader allows its user to customize letter
size, font, and line spacing. It also allows highlighting and electronic bookmarking.
Furthermore, it grants users the ability to get an overview of a book and then jump to
a specific electronic bookmarking. Furthermore, it grants users the ability to get an
overview of a book and then jump to a specific location based on that overview.
While these are all nice features, perhaps the most helpful of all is the ability to get
dictionary definitions at the touch of a finger. On even the most basic e-reader, users
can conjure instant definitions without having to hunt through a physical dictionary.

It can be seen that e-readers are superior to printed books. They save space, are
environmentally friendly, and provide helpful reading tips and tools that printed books
do not. So what good are printed books? Well, they certainly make nice decorations.

The tone of the author can best be described as

A. Shrewd
B. Conniving
C. Persuasive
D. Authoritative

Chocolate – there’s nothing quite like it, is there? Chocolate is simply delicious. What
is chocolate? Where does it come from?

Christopher Columbus was probably the first to take cacao beans from the New
World to Europe in around 1502. But the history of chocolate goes back at least
4,000 years! The Aztecs, who lived in America, through that their bitter cacao drink
was a divine gift from heaven. In fact, the scientist Carolus Linnaeus named the plant
Theobroma, which means “food of the gods”

The Spanish explorer Hernando Cortex went to America in 1519. He visited the
Mexican emperor Montezuma. He saw that Montezuma drank cacao mixed with
vanilla and spices. Cortez took some cacao home as a gift to the Spanish King
Charles. In Spain, people began to drink Cortez’s chocolate in drink with chili
peppers. However, the natural taste of cacao was too bitter for most people. To
sweeten the drink, Europeans added sugar to the cacao drink. As a sweet drink, it
became more popular. By the 17th century, rich people in Europe were drinking it.

Later, people started using chocolate in pastries, like pies and cakes. In 1828,
Dutch chocolate makers started using a new process for removing the fat from cacao
beans, and getting to the center of the cacao bean. The Dutch chocolate maker
Conrad J. Van Houten made a machine that pressed the fat from the bean. The
resulting powder mixed better with water than cacao did. Now, some call van
Houten’s chocolate “Dutch chocolate.”

It was easy to mix Dutuch chocolate powder with sugar. So other chocolate makers
started trying new recipes that used powdered chocolate. People started mixing A. A chocolate gift
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started trying new recipes that used powdered chocolate. People started mixing
sweetened chocolate with cocoa butter to make solid chocolate bars. In 1849, an
English chocolate maker made the first chocolate bar. In the 19th century, the Swiss
started making milk chocolate by mixing powdered milk with sweetened chocolate.
Milk chocolate has not changed much since this process was invented.

Today, two countries – Brazil and Ivory Coast – account for almost half the world’s
chocolate. The United States imports most of the chocolate in the world, but the
Swiss eat the most chocolate per person. The most chocolate eaten today is sweet
milk chocolate, but people also eat white chocolate and dark chocolate.

Cocoa and dark chocolate are believed to help prevent heart attacks, or help keep
from happening. They are supposed to be good for the circulatory system. On the
other hand, the high fat content of chocolate can cause weight gain, which is not good
for people’s health. Other health claims for chocolate have not been proven, but some
research shows that chocolate could be good for the brain.

Chocolate is a popular holiday gift. A popular Valentine’s Day gift is a box of
chocolate candies with a card and flowers. Chocolate is sometimes given for
Christmas and birthdays. Chocolate eggs are sometimes given at Easter.
Chocolate is toxic to some animals. An ingredient in chocolate is poisonous to
dogs, cats, parrots, small rodents, and some livestock. Their bodies cannot process
some if the chemicals found in chocolate. Therefore, they should never be fed
chocolate.

A divine gift is ..

A. A chocolate gift
B. A gift from God
C. A delicious gift
D. A bitter gift
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When her grandmother’s health began to deteriorate in the fall of 1994, Mary would
make the drive from Washington, DC to Winchester every few days.

She hated highway driving, finding it ugly and monotonous. She preferred to take
meandering back roads to her grandmother’s hospital. When she drove through the
rocky town of Harpers Ferry, the beauty of the rough waters churning at the
intersection of the Shenandoah and Potomac rivers always captivated her.

Toward the end of her journey, Mary had to get on highway 81. It was here that she
discovered a surprising bit of beauty during one of her trips. Along the median of the
highway, there was a long stretch of wildflowers. They were thin and delicate and
purple, and swayed in the wind as if whispering poems to each other.

The first time she saw the flowers, Mary was seized by an uncontrollable urge to pull
over on the highway and yank a bunch from the soil. She carried them into her
grandmother’s room when she arrived at the hospital and placed them in a water
pitcher by her bed. For a moment her grandmother seemed more lucid than usual.
She thanked Mary for the flowers, commented on their beauty and asked where she
had gotten them. Mary was overjoyed by the ability of the flowers to wake something
up inside her ailing grandmother.

Afterwards, Mary began carrying scissors in the car during her trips to visit her
grandmother. She would quickly glide onto the shoulder, jump out of the car, and clip
a bunch of flowers. Each time Mary placed the flowers in the pitcher, her
grandmother’s eyes would light up and they would have a splendid conversation.

One morning in late October, Mary got a call that her grandmother had taken a turn
for the worse. Mary was in such a hurry to get to her grandmother that she sped past
her flower spot. She decided to turn around head several miles back, and cut a
bunch. Mary arrived at the hospital to find her grandmother very weak and
unresponsive. She placed flowers in the pitcher and sat down. She felt a squeeze on
her fingers. It was the last conversation they had.

“She hated highway driving, finding it ugly and monotonous.”

Which of the following is the best way to rewrite the above sentence, while keeping
its original meaning?

A. She hated highway driving, finding
it ugly and tedious
B. She hated highway driving, finding
it ugly and confusing
C. She hated highway driving, finding
it ugly and nerve-wracking
D. She hated highway driving, finding
it ugly and time-consuming

First introduced in 1927, The Hardy Boys Mystery Stories are a series of books
about the adventures of brothers Frank and Joe Hardy, teenaged detectives who
solve one baffling mystery after another. The Hardy Boys were so popular among
young boys that in 1930 a similar series was created for girls featuring a sixteen-
year-old detective named Nancy Drew. The cover of each volume of The Hardy Boys
states that he author of the series is Franklin W. Dixon; the Nancy Drew Mystery
Stories are supposedly written by Carolyn Keene. Over the years, though, many fans
of both series have been surprised to find out that Franklin W. Dixon and Carolyn
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of both series have been surprised to find out that Franklin W. Dixon and Carolyn
Keene are not real people. If Franklin W. Dixon and Carolyn Keene never existed,
then who wrote The Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew mysteries?

The Hardy Boys and the Nancy Drew books were written through a process called
ghostwriting. A ghostwriter writes a book according to a specific formula. While
ghostwriters are paid for writing the books, their authorship is not acknowledged, and
their names do not appear on the published books. Ghostwriters can write books for
children or adults, the content of which is unspecific. Sometimes they work on book
series with a lot of individual titles, such as The Hardy Boys and the Nancy Drew
series.

The initial idea for both The Hardy Boys and the Nancy Drew series was developed

by a man named Edward Stratemeyer, who owned a publishing company that
specialized in children’s book.

Stratemeyer noticed the increasing popularity of mysteries among adult, and
surmised that children would enjoy reading mysteries about younger detectives with
whom they could identify. Stratemeyer first developed each book with an outline
describing the plot and setting. Once he completed the outline, Stratemeyer then
hired a ghostwriter to convert it into a book of slightly over 200 pages. After the
ghostwriter had written a draft of a book, he or she would send it back to
Stratemeyer, who would make a list of corrections and mail it back to the ghostwriter.
The ghostwriter would revise the book according to Stratemeyer’s instructions and
then return it to him. Once Stratemeyer approved the book, it was ready for
publication.

Because each series ran for so many years, Nancy Drew and The Hardy Boys both
had a number of different ghostwriters producing books; however, the first
ghostwrites for each series proved to be the most influential. The initial ghostwriter for
The Hardy Boys was a Canadian journalist named Leslie McFarlane. A few years
later, Mildred A. Wirt, a young writer from lowa, began writing the Nancy Drew books.
Although they were using prepared outlines as guides, both McFarlane and Wirt
developed the characters themselves. The personalities of Frank and Joe Hardy and
Nancy arose directly from McFarlane’s and wirt’s imaginations. For example, Mildred
Wirt had been a star college athelete and gave Nancy similar athletic abilities. The
ghostwriters were also responsible for numerous plot and setting details. Leslie
McFarlane used elements of his small C fictional hometown.

Although The Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew books were very popular with children, not
everyone approved of them. Critics thought their plots were unrealistic and even far-
fetched, since most teenagers did not experience the adventures Frank and Joe
Hardy or Nancy Drew did. The way the books were written also attracted criticism.
Many teachers and librarians objected to the ghostwriting process, claiming it was
designed to produce books quickly rather than create quality literature. Some
libraries – including the New York Public Library – even refused to include the books
in their children’s collections. Ironically, this decision actually helped sales of his
books, because children simply purchased them when they were unavailable in local
libraries.

Regardless of the debates about their literary merit, each series of books has
exerted an undeniable influence on American and even global culture. Most
Americans have never heard of Edward Stratemeyer, Leslie McFarlane, or Mildred
wirt, but people throughout the world are familiar with Nancy Drew and Frank and Joe
Hardy.

According to the passage, a ghostwriter is someone who

I writes about mysterious or strange events

II does not receive credit as the author

III bases his or her books on predetermined guidelines

A. I only
B. I and II only
C. II and III only
D. I, II and III

Lilly loves her town. She loves the mall. She loves the parks. She also loves her
school. Most of all, though, Lilly loves the seasons. In her old town, it was hot all of the
time.

Sometimes it is cold in Lilly’s new town. The cold season is in winter. Once in a while
it snows. Lilly has never seen snow before. So far her, the snow is exciting as well as
very beautiful. Lilly has to wear gloves to keep her hands warm. She also wear a
scarf around her neck.

In spring, flowers bloom and the trees turn green with new leaves. Pollen falls on the
cars and windowsills and makes Lilly sneeze. People work in their yards and mow
their grass.

A. Her school
B. Going to the pool
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in her old town. It is hot outside, and dogs lie in the shade. Lilly and her friends go to a
pool or play in the water sprinkler. Her father cooks hamburgers on the grill for dinner.

Lilly’s favorite season is autumn. In autumn, the leaves on the trees turn yellow, gold,

red, and orange. Halloween comes in autumn, and this Lilly’s favorite holiday. Every
Halloween, Lilly wears a costume. Last year she wore a mouse costume. This year
she will wear a fish costume.

One evening in autumn, Lilly and her mom are on sitting together on the porch. Mom
tells Lilly that autumn is also called “fall”. This is a good idea, Lilly thinks, because in
the fall all of the leaves fall down from the trees.

What is Lilly’s favorite thing about her new town?

B. Going to the pool
C. The food
D. The seasons


