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ECAT Pre General Science English Chapter 8 Comprehension

Questions

Gold used in jewelry is mixed with harder metals to add strength and durability. The metals
added can also be used to change gold's color, giving it a for the natural yellow tone of pure
gold. Mixtures like these, of less costly metals with more valuable ones, are called alloys.
Copper and silver are the most common metals mixed with gold to make yellow gold jewelry.
White gold is usually made with an alloy of gold and nickel. The measure of is called gold's
purity is called a karat. The higher the karat rating, the higher the amount of pure gold. 24
karat is pure gold,18 karat is 75% pure gold, 14 karat is 58.5% pure gold,and 9 karat is
37.5% pure gold. All other things being equal, the higher the percentage of pure gold used
in the alloy, the more valuable and expensive the jewelry will be.Gold jewelry pieces are
usually stamped with a marking to identify the karat amount. White gold that is 24K is too soft
for jewelry, 18K,14K and 9K gold are all appropriate for jewelry, and they all make pieces
that look great and wear beautifully.

Question:

According to the passage, the use of other metals in gold alloys

I. can be used to make the gold different color

II. makes jewelry more expensive

II1. makes gold more flexible

Do you live in a house? You might be surprised to learn that there are many, many kinds of
houses. Most people in the United States are used to houses made of wood or bricks.But
many people around the word live in houses made of grass, dirt, or cloth.In the Great Rift
Valley of Eritrea, the nomadic people who are in the Atr tribe build their houses of straw.
Their houses are shaped like domes - half spheres. The homes are small and cool. The
people can move their houses when they want to move. Since the people are nomads, they
move often. They take their animals to new places in order to find food.People whi belong to
the Uros tribe of Lake Titicaca. Peru build their houses of reeds. Not only that - they also live
on islands that are made of reeds .Their boats are made of reeds too. About 2,000 people
live on these man-made islands. They started to build their own islands about 500 years
ago.In Andalusia, in the south of Spain, some people live in underground houses.This kind
of house is called a cueba.During the winter, the houses stay warm. During the summer, the
houses stay cool.ln Sana'a, Yemen, some people live in tall houses made of bricks. These
bricks are made of clay, straw and soil.The bricks last many years - maybe as long as 500
years. The modern houses in Sana'a are made to look like the older,traditional houses, but
they are made of concrete instead of bricks.In Mindadanao in the Philippines, some people
still live in tree houses. The tree houses are made of bamboo with grass roofs. The houses
are good lookout for snakes and wild animals. The air is cool and the houses stay dry. Now,
most people use these tree houses as meeting places.The fisherman of Sabah, Malaysia
build their houses on the water. They use wood from mangrove trees.This wood stays strong
in the water.The houses receive official addresses form the government.Fujian, China has
many townhouses that are made of hard-packed soil. The dirt becomes as strong as bricks
when it is packed hard. One large family group lives in a townhouse. The townhouses were

built around 300 years ago. A group of townhouses is protected by a thick dirt-packed wall.In
the Gobi Desert in Mongolia, some nomadic people live in homes called gels. These homes
are made of cloth. The cloth is filled with animal hair. Two poles in the center of the house
hold the house up. The people move often to find food for their animals. The houses are
easy to move and set up.Some American Indians live in teepees. These homes are made of
cloth or buffalo hide. There are wooden poles used to hold the teepee up. Now some people
use teepees only for special ceremonies, but people used to live in them all the time.The
traditional houses of Chitos, Greece, are made of stone. They have arched doorways and
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A. They are both made by machines

C. They are both made of soil
D. They are both very modern
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This means they are ornamented, and made to look more beautiful. The Dayak people of
Indonesia build some of their houses on stilts, several feet the ground. The frame of the
house is made of iron. The walls are made of tree bark. The floors are made of wooden
planks which are placed side by side.The houses are decorated with pictures of water
snakes and rhinoceros birds. These animals are part of the people's story of creation, or
how the world was made.People build their houses to fit the needs of their lives. The houses
are different, but one thing is the same wherever you go. There's no place like home
Question:

How are the islands and the houses of the Uros tribe the same?

At the time Jane Austen’s novels were published — between 1811 and 1818 —
English literature was not part of any academic curriculum. In addition, fiction was
under strenuous attack. Certain religious and political groups felt novels had the
power to make so-called immoral characters so interesting that young readers would
identify with them; these groups also considered novels to be of little practical use.
Even Coleridge, certainly no literary reactionary, spoke for many when the asserted
that “novel-reading occasions the destruction of the mind’s powers.”

These attitudes towards novels help explain why Austen received little attention from
early nineteenth-century literary cities. (In any case a novelist published anonymously,
as Austen was, would not be likely to receive much critical attention.) The literary
response that was accorded to her, however, was often as incisive as twentieth-
century criticism. In his attack in 1816 on novelistic portrayals “outside of ordinary
experience,” for example. Scott made an insightful remark about the merits of
Austen’s fiction.

Her novels, wrote Scott, “present to the reader an accurate and exact picture of
ordinary everyday people and places, reminiscent of seventeenth-century Flemish
painting.” Scott did not use the word ‘realism’, but he undoubtedly used a standard of
realistic probability in judging novels. The critic Whately did not use the word
‘realism’, either, but he expressed agreement with Scott's evaluation, and went on to
suggest the possibilities for moral instruction in what we have called Austen’s
‘realistic method’ her characters, wrote Whately, are persuasive agents for moral
truth since they are ordinary persons “so clearly evoked that we feel an interest in
their fate as if it were our own.” Moral instruction, explained Whately, is more likely to
be effective when conveyed through recongnizably human and interesting characters
than when imparted by a sermonizing narrator. Whitely especially praised Austen’s
ability to create character who “mingle goodness and villainy, weakness and virtue,
as in life they are always mingled. “Whitely concluded his remarks by comparing
Austen’s art of characterization to Dickens’, starting his preference for Austen’s.

Yet, the response of nineteenth-century literary critics to Austen was not always so
laudatory, and often anticipated the reservations of twentieth-century literary critics.
An example of such a response was Lewes complaint in 1859 that Austen’s range of
subject and characters was too narrow. Praising her verisimilitude, Lewes added
that, nonetheless her focus was too often only upon the unlofty and the commonplace.
(Twentieth-century Marxists, on the other hand, were to complain about what they saw
as her exclusive emphasis on a lofty upper middle class.) In any case having being
rescued by literary critics from neglect and indeed gradually lionized by them, Austen
steadily reached, by the mid-nineteenth century, the enviable pinnacle of being
considered controversial.

The author quotes Coleridge in order to

Where does chocolate come from? Believe it or not, it grows on trees. Not as a sweet
chocolate candy bar wrapped in foil, but as a cocoa bean. These cocoa beans growon a
cacao tree, which is found in tropical areas such as Central and South America. The fruit of
these are called pods, and they are long and hard. Inside the pods is a soft, white pulp that
surrounds the thirty or so seeds. These seeds are what we call cocoa beans. They are very
hard and bitter to the taste.To make chocolate, people start by carefully taking the beans
out of the pods, still covered in the white pulp,and leaving them in a bucket. The bucket is

often covered with banana leaves and left for anywhere form a few days to a few weeks. This
process is called fermenting. Then he beans are left to dry in the sun. Fermenting and
drying the beans makes them less bitter. Then the beans are shipped to a factory to be
turned into chocolate.At the factory, beans are roasted in ovens to bring out their flavor.
After roasting, the outer covering of the bean is removed. The inner bean is then crushed to
form a paste known as chocolate liquor.From this paste,people can either make cocoa
powder or the chocolate we buy in stores. To make cocoa powder,the paste is crushed and
pressed repeatedly to remove the fat, leaving behind only a dry, ground powder. To make
chocolate, people need to add other ingredients to the paste such as milk, sugar, and cocoa
butter. They then mix and heat the concoction several times to create a substance we would
recognize as chocolate. It may even have fruit, nuts, or candy added to it before it is molded
into a shape.Considering all that must happen t turn a bitter cocoa bean into a chocolate
bar,a dollar seems like a small price to pay for such a delicious sweet treat.

Question:

Based on information in the passage, it can be understood that the chocolate cold in

stores is different from cocoa beans because chocolate is

A. Refute the literary opinions of
certain religious and political groups
B. Make a case for the inferiority of
novel to poetry

C. Give an example of a writer who
was not a literary reactionary

B. cheap and cocoa beans are
expensive

C. a dry powder and cocoa beans
are not

D. uncooked and cocoa beans are
cooked



Paul’'s wife knows Paul loves to read cookbooks. She decides to get him one for his
birthday. Paul tells her he will try to make a new recipe for three days in a row. On
Monday, Paul makes blueberry pancakes for breakfast. He gets the blueberries from
the farmers’ market. On Tuesday, Paul makes beef soup for dinner. He puts in cubes
of beef, carrots, and onions. The recipe calls for cream, but Paul does not cream. He
uses water instead. On Wednesday, Paul makes a tomato salad with cucumbers and
onions. He picks the cucumbers and tomatoes from his garden. He likes this dish
best. It was also the easiest for him to make.

Where does Paul get his cookbook?

Q.1 The history of literature really began was the earliest of the arts.Man danced for joy
round his primitive camp fire after the defeat and slaughter of his enemy He yelled and
shouted as he danced and gradually the yells and shouts became coherent and caught the
measure of the dance and thus the first war song was sung As the idea of God developed
prayers were framed The songs and prayers became traditional and were repeated from
one generation to another each generation adding something of its own As man slowly grew
more civilized he was compelled to invent some method of writing by three urgent
necessities.There were certain things that it was dangerous to forget and which therefore
had to be recorded it was often necessary to communicate with persons who were some
distance away and it was necessary to communicate with persons who were some distance
away and it was necessary to product ones property by making tools cattle and so on in
some distinctive manner so man taught himself to write and having learned to write purely for
utilitarian reasons he used this new method for preserving his war songs and his prayers of
course among these ancient peoples there were only a very few individuals who learned to
write and only a few could read what was written.

C. The first war-song

It is easy to make delicious-looking hamburger at home. But would this hamburger still look
delicious after it sat on your kitchen table under very bright lights for six or seven hours? if
someone took a picture or made a video of this hamburger after the seventh hour, would
anyone want to eat it? More importantly, do you think you could get millions of people to pay
money for this hamburger? These are the questions that fast food companies worry about
when they produce commercials or print ads for their products. Video and photo shoots
often last many hours. The lights that the photographers use can be extremely hot. These
conditions can cause the food to look quite unappealing to potential consumers. Because of
this, the menu items that you see in fast food commercials are probably not actually
edible.Let's use the hamburger as an example. The first step towards building the
commercial hamburger is the bun. The food stylist--a person employed by the company to
make sure the products look perfect--sorts through hundreds of buns until he or she finds
one with no wrinkles. Next, the stylist carefully rearranges the sesame seeds on the bun
using glue and tweezers for maximum visual appeal. The bun is then sprayed with a
waterproofing solution so that it will no get soggy from contact with other ingredients, the
lights, or the humidity in the room.Next, the food stylist shapes a meat patty into a perfect
circle. Only the outside of the meat gets cooked-the inside is left raw so that the meat
remains moist. The food stylist then paints the outside of the meat patty with a mixture of oil,
molasses, and brown food coloring. Grill marks are either painted on or seared into the meat
using hot metal skewers.Finally, the food stylist searches through dozens of tomatoes and
heads of lettuce to find the best-looking produce.One leaf of the crispest lettuce and one
center slice of the reddest tomato are selected and then sprayed with glycerin to keep them
looking fresh. So the next time you see a delectable hamburger in a fast food commercial,
remember: you are actually looking at glue, paint, raw meat , and glycerin. Are you still
hungry?

Question:

The author's primary purpose is to

When her grandmother’s health began to deteriorate in the fall of 1994, Mary would
make the drive from Washington, DC to Winchester every few days.

She hated highway driving, finding it ugly and monotonous. She preferred to take
meandering back roads to her grandmother’s hospital. When she drove through the
rocky town of Harpers Ferry, the beauty of the rough waters churning at the
intersection of the Shenandoah and Potomac rivers always captivated her.

Toward the end of her journey, Mary had to get on highway 81. It was here that she
discovered a surprising bit of beauty during one of her trips. Along the median of the
highway, there was a long stretch of wildflowers. They were thin and delicate and
purple, and swayed in the wind as if whispering poems to each other.

The first time she saw the flowers, Mary was seized by an uncontrollable urge to pull
over on the highway and yank a bunch from the soil. She carried them into her
grandmother’s room when she arrived at the hospital and placed them in a water
pitcher by her bed. For a moment her grandmother seemed more lucid than usual.
She thanked Mary for the flowers, commented on their beauty and asked where she
had gotten them. Mary was overjoyed by the ability of the flowers to wake something
up inside her ailing grandmother.

Afterwards. Marv beaan carrvina scissors in the car durina her trips to visit her

A. Paul buys it
B. His girlfriend gives it to him

D. Paul's friend buys it for him

A. Was inspired by God

C. Was a song traditionally handed
down

D. Was composed by leading
dancers

A. Convince readers not to eat at fast
food restaurants

C. teach readers how to make
delicious-looking food at home

D. criticize fast food companies for
lying about their products in
commercials

B. She hated highway driving, finding
it ugly and confusing

C. She hated highway driving, finding
it ugly and nerve-wracking

D. She hated highway driving, finding
it ualy and time-consuming
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grandmother. She would quickly glide onto the shoulder, jump out of the car, and clip
a bunch of flowers. Each time Mary placed the flowers in the pitcher, her
grandmother’s eyes would light up and they would have a splendid conversation.

One morning in late October, Mary got a call that her grandmother had taken a turn
for the worse. Mary was in such a hurry to get to her grandmother that she sped past
her flower spot. She decided to turn around head several miles back, and cut a
bunch. Mary arrived at the hospital to find her grandmother very weak and
unresponsive. She placed flowers in the pitcher and sat down. She felt a squeeze on
her fingers. It was the last conversation they had.

“She hated highway driving, finding it ugly and monotonous.”

Which of the following is the best way to rewrite the above sentence, while keeping
its original meaning?

When we are young, we learn that tigers and sharks are dangerous animals. We
might be scared of them because they are big and powerful. As we get older,
however, we learn that sometimes the most dangerous animals are also the smallest
animals. In fact, the animal that kills the most people every year is one that you have
probably killed yourself many times: the mosquito.

While it may seem that all mosquitoes are biters, this is not actually the case. Male
mosquitoes eat plant nectar. One the other hand, female mosquitoes feed on animal
blood. They need this blood to live and produce eggs. When a female mosquito bites
a human being, it transmits a small amount of saliva into the blood. The saliva may or
may not contain a deadly disease. The result of the bite can be as minor as an itchy
bump or as serious as death.

Because a mosquito can bite many people in the course of its life, it can carry
diseases from one person to another very easily. Two of the most deadly diseases
carried by mosquitoes are malaria and yellow fever. More than 700 million people
become sick from these diseases every year. At least 2 million of these people will
die from these diseases.

Many scientists are working on safer and better ways to kill mosquitoes, but so far,
there is no sure way to protect everyone in the world from their deadly bites.
Mosquito nests can be placed over beds to protect people against being bitten.
These nets help people stay safe at night, but they do not kill any mosquitoes.
Mosquitoes have many natural enemies like bats, birds, dragonflies, and certain
kinds of fish. Bringing more of these animals into places where mosquitoes live
might help to cut down the amount of mosquitoes in that area. This is a natural
solution, but is does not always work very well. Mosquitoes can also be killed with
poisons or sprays. Even though these sprays kill mosquitoes, they may also harm
other plants or animals.

Although mosquitoes may not seem as scary as larger, more powerful animals, they
are far more dangerous to human beings. But things are changing. It is highly likely
that one day scientists will find a way to keep everyone safe from mosquitoes and the
diseases they carry.

As used in paragraph 2, minor most nearly means

Q.3 Democratic societies from the earliest times have expected their governments to protect
the weak against the strong No era of good feeling can justify discharging the police force or
giving up the idea of public control over concentrated private wealth On the other hand it is
obvious that a spirit of self denial and moderation on the part of those who hold economic
power will greatly soften the demand for absolute equality Men are more interested in
freedom and security than in an equal distribution of wealth the extent to which Government
must interfere with business therefore is not exactly measured by the extent to which
economic power is concentrated into few hands The required degree of government
interference depends mainly on whether economic powers are oppressively used and on the
necessity of keeping economic factors in a tolerable state of balance However with the
necessity of meeting all these dangers and threats to liberty the powers of government are
unavoidably increased whichever political party may be in office The growth of government is
a necessary result of the growth of technology and of the problems that go with the use of
machines and science since the Government in our nation must take on more powers to
meet its problems there is no way to preserve freedom except by making democracy more
powerful.

b. A spirit of moderation on the economically sound people would make the less

privileged

When we are young, we learn that tigers and sharks are dangerous animals. We
might be scared of them because they are big and powerful. As we get older,
however, we learn that sometimes the most dangerous animals are also the smallest

Animale In fant tha Aanimal that Lille tha mact nannla Aavinnivnaric ana that vunin hava

B. Deadly
C. Frustrating
D. Dangerous

A. Unhappy with the rich people
B. More interested in freedom and
security

C. Unhappy with their lot
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probably killed yourself many times: the mosquito.

While it may seem that all mosquitoes are biters, this is not actually the case. Male
mosquitoes eat plant nectar. One the other hand, female mosquitoes feed on animal
blood. They need this blood to live and produce eggs. When a female mosquito bites
a human being, it transmits a small amount of saliva into the blood. The saliva may or
may not contain a deadly disease. The result of the bite can be as minor as an itchy
bump or as serious as death.

Because a mosquito can bite many people in the course of its life, it can carry
diseases from one person to another very easily. Two of the most deadly diseases
carried by mosquitoes are malaria and yellow fever. More than 700 million people
become sick from these diseases every year. At least 2 million of these people will
die from these diseases.

Many scientists are working on safer and better ways to kill mosquitoes, but so far,
there is no sure way to protect everyone in the world from their deadly bites.
Mosquito nests can be placed over beds to protect people against being bitten.
These nets help people stay safe at night, but they do not kill any mosquitoes.
Mosquitoes have many natural enemies like bats, birds, dragonflies, and certain
kinds of fish. Bringing more of these animals into places where mosquitoes live
might help to cut down the amount of mosquitoes in that area. This is a natural
solution, but is does not always work very well. Mosquitoes can also be killed with
poisons or sprays. Even though these sprays kill mosquitoes, they may also harm
other plants or animals.

Although mosquitoes may not seem as scary as larger, more powerful animals, they
are far more dangerous to human beings. But things are changing. It is highly likely
that one day scientists will find a way to keep everyone safe from mosquitoes and the
diseases they carry.

In paragraph 2 the author writes, “This saliva may or may not contain a deadly
disease.” The purpose of this statement is to

Democratic societies from the earliest times have expected their governments to
protect the weak against the strong. No ‘era of good feeling’ can justify discharging
the police force or giving up the idea of public control over concentrated private
wealth. On the other hand, it is obvious that a spirit of self — denial and moderation on
the part of those who hold economic power will greatly soften the demand for

absolute equality. Men are more interested in freedom and security than in an equal
distribution of wealth. The extent to which Government must interfere with business,
therefore, is not exactly measured by the extent to which economic power is
concentrated into a few hands. The required degree of government interference
depends mainly on whether economic powers are oppressively used, and on the
necessity of keeping economic factors in a tolerable state of balance.

However, with the necessity of meeting all these dangers and threats to liberty, the
powers of government are unavoidably increased, whichever political party may be in
office. The growth of government is a necessary result of the growth of technology
and of the problems that go with the use of machines and science. Since the
government in our nation, must take on more powers to meet its problems, there is
no way to preserve freedom except by making democracy more powerful.

‘Era of good feeling’ in the paragraph refer to

What do you do with your orange peels and corn cobs after you are done eating? Most
people throw them in the trash can. But food leftovers do not have to go into the trash. They
are biodegradable, which means that they can be broken down by bacteria into natural
materials.People who like to garden often put their fruit and vegetable scraps in a special
place known as a compost pile.A compost pile is a spot outdoors where food waste can
break down into compost, which gardeners use. This process takes several months. Once
the compost is created, people spread this mixture in their gardens to add nutrients to the
soil. The compost in the soil helps new plants grow in the garden. How do you take care of a
compost pile? It needs air, water,and heat. Bacteria and other microorganisms break down
the food waste into more basic elements like water and carbon dioxide. This process
requires oxygen, so people use a shovel to turn compost regularly and help air reach all
parts of the pile. The pile cannot dry out, so it could be covered to keep moisture in. Finally,
heat speeds up the process. This means a compost pile should be in the sun for at least
part of the day. Food leftovers are not the only things that turn into compost. You can also
add yard waste like grass clippings, dried leaves, and straw. In fact, you should add these
things to create a healthy balance in your compost. But do no add any weeds to your
compost pile unless you want to grow weeds in your garden. Sometimes seeds are left
behind in the compost. This can be a welcome surprise if you find a tomato plant sprouting
where you had not planted one. The tomato seed was hiding in the compost, waiting to begin
a new life in the garden.

Question:

The author apparently believes that a tomato plant

A. Oppose a previous argument
B. Question an upcoming conclusion
C. Confirm a hypothesis

B. Time of adversity
C. Time without government
D. Time of police atrocities

B. should not go in a compost pile
C. is the best thing a gardener can
grow

D. requires compost to grow
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Yellowstone National Park is the U.S. States of Wyoming, Idaho and Montana. It
became the first National Park in 1872. There are geysers and hot springs at
Yellowstone. There are also many animals at Yellowstone. There are elk, bison,
sheep, grizzly, black bears, moose, coyotes, and more.

More than 3 million people visit Yellowstone National Park year. During the winter,
visitors can ski or go snowmobiling there. There are also snow coaches that give
tours. Visitors can see steam (vapor water) come from the geysers. During other
seasons, visitors can go boating or fishing. People can ride horses there. There are
nature trails and tours. Most visitors want to see Old Faithful, a very predictable
geyser at Yellowstone Visitors can check a schedule to see the exact time that Old
Faithful is going to erupt. There are many other geysers and boiling springs in the
area. Great Fountain Geyser erupts every 11 hours. Excelsior Geyser produces
4,000 gallons of boiling water each minute! Boiling water is 100 degrees Celsius, or
212 degrees Fahrenheit — that's very hot! People also like to see the Grand
Prismatic Spring. It is the largest hot spring in the park. It has many beautiful colors.
The beautiful colors are caused by bacteria in the water. These are forms of life that
have only one cell. Different bacteria live in different water temperatures. Visiting
Yellowstone National Park can be a week — long vacation or more. It is beautiful and
there are activities for everyone.

Steam is

Where does chocolate come from? Believe it or not, it grows on trees. Not as a sweet
chocolate candy bar wrapped in foil, but as a cocoa bean. These cocoa beans growon a
cacao tree, which is found in tropical areas such as Central and South America. The fruit of
these are called pods, and they are long and hard. Inside the pods is a soft, white pulp that
surrounds the thirty or so seeds. These seeds are what we call cocoa beans. They are very
hard and bitter to the taste.To make chocolate, people start by carefully taking the beans
out of the pods, still covered in the white pulp,and leaving them in a bucket. The bucket is
often covered with banana leaves and left for anywhere form a few days to a few weeks. This

process is called fermenting. Then he beans are left to dry in the sun. Fermenting and
drying the beans makes them less bitter. Then the beans are shipped to a factory to be
turned into chocolate.At the factory, beans are roasted in ovens to bring out their flavor.
After roasting, the outer covering of the bean is removed. The inner bean is then crushed to
form a paste known as chocolate liquor.From this paste,people can either make cocoa
powder or the chocolate we buy in stores. To make cocoa powder,the paste is crushed and
pressed repeatedly to remove the fat, leaving behind only a dry, ground powder. To make
chocolate, people need to add other ingredients to the paste such as milk, sugar, and cocoa
butter. They then mix and heat the concoction several times to create a substance we would
recognize as chocolate. It may even have fruit, nuts, or candy added to it before it is molded
into a shape.Considering all that must happen t turn a bitter cocoa bean into a chocolate
bar,a dollar seems like a small price to pay for such a delicious sweet treat.

Question:

Which of the following best describes a 'concoction'?

Paul's wife knows Paul loves to read cookbooks. She decides to get him one for his
birthday. Paul tells her he will try to make a new recipe for three days in a row. On
Monday, Paul makes blueberry pancakes for breakfast. He gets the blueberries from
the farmers’ market. On Tuesday, Paul makes beef soup for dinner. He puts in cubes
of beef, carrots, and onions. The recipe calls for cream, but Paul does not cream. He
uses water instead. On Wednesday, Paul makes a tomato salad with cucumbers and
onions. He picks the cucumbers and tomatoes from his garden. He likes this dish
best. It was also the easiest for him to make.

What does Paul get from the farmer’'s market?

Fleas are perfectly designed by nature to feast on anything containing blood. Like a
shark in the water or a wolf in the woods, fleas are ideally equipped to do what they
do, making them very difficult to defeat. The bodies of these tiny parasites are
extremely hardy and well-suited for their job.

A flea has a very hard exoskeleton, which means the body is covered by a tough, tile-
like plate called a sclerite. Because of these plates, fleas are almost impossible to
squish. The exoskeletons of fleas are also waterproof of fleas are also waterproof
and shock resistant, and therefore fleas are highly resistant to the sprays and
chemicals used to kill them.

Little spines are attached to his plate. The spine the flea scurries through an animal’'s
fur in — search of grooming pet tries to pull a flea off through the hair coat, these
spines will extend and stick to the fur like Velcro.

Fleas are some of the best iumpers in the natural world. A flea can iump seven

A. Snow
B. Running water.
C. Freezing water

B. When Jenna left the room, the pot
of milk boiled for twenty minutes
before boiling over

C. A sprinkle of powdered sugar on
top makes everything sweeter

D. Elaine heated the lasagna, froze it,
and then heated it again before
serving it two weeks later

A. Cubes of beef

C. Tomatoes
D. Cucumbers
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inches, or 150 times its own length, either vertically or horizontally. An equivalent jump
for a person would be 555 feet, the height of the Washington Monument. Fleas can
jump 30,000 times in a row without stopping, and they are able to accelerate through
the air at an incredibly high rate — a rate which is over ten times what humans can
withstand in an airplane.

Fleas have very long rear legs with huge thigh muscles and multiple joints. When they
get ready to jump. They fold their long legs up and crouch like a runner on a staring
block. Several of their joints contain a protein called resilin, which helps catapult fleas
into the air as they jump, similar to the way a rubber band provides momentum to a
slingshot. Outward facing claws on the bottom of their legs grip anything they touch
when they land.

The adult female flea mates after her first blood meal and begins producing eggs in
just 1 to 2 days. One flea can lay up to 50 eggs in one day and over 2,000 in her
lifetime. Flea eggs can be seen with the naked eye, but they are about the size of a
grain of salt. Shortly after being laid, the eggs begin to transform into cocoons. In the
cocoon state, fleas are fully developed adults, and will hatch immediately if conditions
are favorable. Fleas can detect warmth, movement, and carbon dioxide in exhaled
breath, and these three factors stimulate them to emerge as new adults. If the flea
does not detect appropriate conditions, it can remain dormant in the cocoon state for
extended periods. Under ideal conditions, the entire life cycle may only take 3 weeks,
so in no time at all, pets and homes can become infested.

Because of these characteristics, fleas are intimidating opponents. The best way to
control fleas, therefore, is to take steps to prevent an infestation from ever occurring.

Based on information in the passage, the reader can understand that

Educational planning should aim at meeting the educational needs of the entire
population of all age group. While the traditional structure of education as a three
layer hierarchy from the primary stage to the university represents the core, we
should not overlook the periphery which is equally important. Under modern
conditions, workers need to rewind, or renew their enthusiasm, or strike out in a new
direction, or improve their skills as much as any university professor. The retired and
the age have their needs as well. Educational planning, in their words, should take
care of the needs of everyone.

Our structures of education have been built up on the assumption that there is a
terminal point to education. This basic defect has become all the more harmful today.
A UNESCO report entitled ‘learning to Be’ prepared by Edgar Faure and others in
1973 asserts that the education of children must prepare the future adult for various
forms of self — learning. A viable education system of the future should consist of
modules with different kinds of functions serving a diversity of constituents. And
performance, not the period of study, should be the basis for credentials. The writing
is already on the wall.

In view of the fact that the significance of a commitment of lifelong learning and
lifetime education is being discussed only in recent years even in educationally
advanced countries, the possibility of the idea becoming an integral part of
educational thinking seems to be a far cry. For, to move in that direction means such
more than some simple rearrangement of the present organization of education. But
a good beginning can be made by developing Open University programs for older
learners of different categories and introducing extension services in the
conventional colleges and schools. Also these institutions should learn to cooperate
with the numerous community organizations such as libraries. Museums, municipal
recreational programs, health services etc.

Integrating the concept of lifelong learning with the educational structure would imply

Today, Mike and his mom are going to the library. Mike wants to find a book to read. His
Mom wants to use a computer there. When they get ot the library. Mike finds a book about
detectives. He also finds a book with chapters about a friendly ghost. Finally, he finds a book
about a man who lives in the woods without food or water.He puts the books on the front
desk and waits for his mom.Mike's mom sit at one of the computers in the library. She checks
er email and looks at pictures of flowers on the internet. Then she reads a news article on a
website. Mike's mom leaves the computer and walks over to Mike, holding up something out
for him. Mike looks at her quizzcally, It takes him a moment to recognize w that movie for us
to watch tonight, " says Mike's mom"Sure,"Mike says, now holding the movie out in front of
him. He reads the cover while walking back to the library entrance. He puts his books and
the movie on the front desk to check out.A librarian stands behind the counter holding an
electronic scanner. "How long can we keep them?"Mike asks her."Three weeks, "says the
librarian."Cool,"says Mike.Suddenly, Mike is surprised. His mother is checking out something
else that is too big to put on the desk. It's a picture of the ocean."What is that for?"Mike
asks."To put on our wall at home, "says Mike's mom.:You can do that?"Mike asks.Mike's
mom smiles at the librarian. "Yes, "she says, " but we have to return it in three
months."Based on its use in paragraph 4, it can be understood that quizzically belongs to

A. Fleas will die without access to
blood

B. Fleas survive at a higher rate in
outdoor habitats

C. Fleas will die after they produce
2,000 eggs

A. Closing down conventional schools
and colleges

B. Longer durations for all formal
courses

D. More weight for actual
performance than real understanding

A. abnormally , strangely , weirdly
B. casually , carelessly , indifferently
C. passionately , keenly , intensely
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which of the following word groups?

First introduced in 1927, The Hardy Boys Mystery Stories are a series of books
about the adventures of brothers Frank and Joe Hardy, teenaged detectives who
solve one baffling mystery after another. The Hardy Boys were so popular among
young boys that in 1930 a similar series was created for girls featuring a sixteen-
year-old detective named Nancy Drew. The cover of each volume of The Hardy Boys
states that he author of the series is Franklin W. Dixon; the Nancy Drew Mystery
Stories are supposedly written by Carolyn Keene. Over the years, though, many fans
of both series have been surprised to find out that Franklin W. Dixon and Carolyn
Keene are not real people. If Franklin W. Dixon and Carolyn Keene never existed,
then who wrote The Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew mysteries?

The Hardy Boys and the Nancy Drew books were written through a process called
ghostwriting. A ghostwriter writes a book according to a specific formula. While
ghostwriters are paid for writing the books, their authorship is not acknowledged, and
their names do not appear on the published books. Ghostwriters can write books for
children or adults, the content of which is unspecific. Sometimes they work on book
series with a lot of individual titles, such as The Hardy Boys and the Nancy Drew

series.

The initial idea for both The Hardy Boys and the Nancy Drew series was developed
by a man named Edward Stratemeyer, who owned a publishing company that
specialized in children’s book.

Stratemeyer noticed the increasing popularity of mysteries among adult, and
surmised that children would enjoy reading mysteries about younger detectives with
whom they could identify. Stratemeyer first developed each book with an outline
describing the plot and setting. Once he completed the outline, Stratemeyer then
hired a ghostwriter to convert it into a book of slightly over 200 pages. After the
ghostwriter had written a draft of a book, he or she would send it back to
Stratemeyer, who would make a list of corrections and mail it back to the ghostwriter.
The ghostwriter would revise the book according to Stratemeyer’s instructions and
then return it to him. Once Stratemeyer approved the book, it was ready for
publication.

Because each series ran for so many years, Nancy Drew and The Hardy Boys both
had a number of different ghostwriters producing books; however, the first
ghostwrites for each series proved to be the most influential. The initial ghostwriter
for The Hardy Boys was a Canadian journalist named Leslie McFarlane. A few years
later, Mildred A. Wirt, a young writer from lowa, began writing the Nancy Drew books.
Although they were using prepared outlines as guides, both McFarlane and Wirt
developed the characters themselves. The personalities of Frank and Joe Hardy and
Nancy arose directly from McFarlane’s and wirt's imaginations. For example, Mildred
Wirt had been a star college athelete and gave Nancy similar athletic abilities. The
ghostwriters were also responsible for numerous plot and setting details. Leslie
McFarlane used elements of his small C fictional hometown.

Although The Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew books were very popular with children, not
everyone approved of them. Critics thought their plots were unrealistic and even far-
fetched, since most teenagers did not experience the adventures Frank and Joe
Hardy or Nancy Drew did. The way the books were written also attracted criticism.
Many teachers and librarians objected to the ghostwriting process, claiming it was
designed to produce books quickly rather than create quality literature. Some
libraries — including the New York Public Library — even refused to include the books
in their children’s collections. Ironically, this decision actually helped sales of his
books, because children simply purchased them when they were unavailable in local
libraries.

Regardless of the debates about their literary merit, each series of books has
exerted an undeniable influence on American and even global culture. Most
Americans have never heard of Edward Stratemeyer, Leslie McFarlane, or Mildred
wirt, but people throughout the world are familiar with Nancy Drew and Frank and Joe
Hardy.

As used in paragraph 3, which is the best definition for surmised?

B. Questioned
C. knew
D. Proved



