
ECAT Pre General Science English Chapter 8 Comprehension

Sr Questions Answers Choice

1

Where does chocolate come from? Believe it or not, it grows on trees. Not as a sweet
chocolate candy bar wrapped in foil, but as a cocoa bean. These cocoa beans grow on a
cacao tree, which is found in tropical areas such as Central and South America. The fruit of
these are called pods, and they are long and hard. Inside the pods is a soft, white pulp that
surrounds the thirty or so seeds. These seeds are what we call cocoa beans. They are very
hard and bitter to the taste.To make chocolate, people start by carefully taking the beans out
of the pods, still covered in the white pulp,and leaving them in a bucket. The bucket is often
covered with banana leaves and left for anywhere form a few days to a few weeks. This
process is called fermenting. Then he beans are left to dry in the sun. Fermenting and
drying the beans makes them less bitter. Then the beans are shipped to a factory to be
turned into chocolate.At the factory, beans are roasted in ovens to bring out their flavor.
After roasting, the outer covering of the bean is removed. The inner bean is then crushed to
form a paste known as chocolate liquor.From this paste,people can either make cocoa
powder or the chocolate we buy in stores. To make cocoa powder,the paste is crushed and
pressed repeatedly to remove the fat, leaving behind only a dry, ground powder. To make
chocolate, people need to add other ingredients to the paste such as milk, sugar, and cocoa
butter. They then mix and heat the concoction several times to create a substance we would
recognize as chocolate. It may even have fruit, nuts, or candy added to it before it is molded
into a shape.Considering all that must happen t turn a bitter cocoa bean into a chocolate
bar,a dollar seems like a small price to pay for such a delicious sweet treat.
Question:
According to the passage, which of these items is needed to make the chocolate that
is available in stores?

A. fruit
B. nuts
C. candy
D. sugar

2

Recent advances in science and technology have made it possible for geneticists to
find out abnormalities in the unborn foetus and take remedial action to rectify some
defects which would otherwise prove to be fatal to the child. Though genetic
engineering is still at its infancy, scientists can now predict with greater accuracy a
genetic disorder. It is not yet an exact science since they are not in a position to
predict when exactly a genetic disorder will set in. While they have not yet been able
to change the genetic order of the gene in germs, they are optimistic and are holding
out that in the near future they might be successful in achieving this feat. They have,
however, acquired the ability in manipulating tissue cells. However, genetic mis-
information can sometimes be damaging for it may adversely affect people
psychologically. Genetic information may lead to a tendency to brand some people
as inferiors. Genetic information can therefore be abused and its application in
deciding the sex of the foetus and its subsequent abortion is now hotly debated on
ethical lines. But on this issue geneticists cannot be squarely blamed though this
charge has often been leveled at them. It is mainly a societal problem. At present
genetic engineering is a costly process of detecting disorders but scientists hope to
reduce the costs when technology becomes more advanced. This is why much
progress in this area has been possible in scientifically advanced and rich countries
like the U.S.A., U.K. and Japan. It remains to be seen if in the future this science will
lead to the development of a race of supermen or will be able to obliterate disease
from this world.

According to the author, the present state of knowledge about heredity has mad geneticists

A. Introspective
B. Accusative
C. Arrogant
D. Optimistic

3

Paul’s wife knows Paul loves to read cookbooks. She decides to get him one for his
birthday. Paul tells her he will try to make a new recipe for three days in a row. On
Monday, Paul makes blueberry pancakes for breakfast. He gets the blueberries from
the farmers’ market. On Tuesday, Paul makes beef soup for dinner. He puts in cubes
of beef, carrots, and onions. The recipe calls for cream, but Paul does not cream. He
uses water instead. On Wednesday, Paul makes a tomato salad with cucumbers and
onions. He picks the cucumbers and tomatoes from his garden. He likes this dish
best. It was also the easiest for him to make.

What does Paul use instead of cream?

A. Milk
B. Onions
C. Water
D. Butter

Nepal, a small, mountainous country tucked between India and China, may seem completely
foreign to many Americans. Cows milk down busy streets unharmed, 24 different languages
are spoken, and people eat two meals of rice and lentils every day. Nepali holidays, many of
which are related to the Hindu religion. can seem especially bizarre to Americans unfamiliar
with the culture. However, if we look beyond how others celebrate to consider the things they
are celebrating, we find surprising similarities to our own culture.The biggest holiday in Nepal
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are celebrating, we find surprising similarities to our own culture.The biggest holiday in Nepal
is Dashain, a ten-day festival for the Hindu goddess Durga that takes place in September or
October. According to Hindu beliefs, Durga defeated the evil demons of the world. To thank
the goddess, people visit temples in her honor and sacrifice goats or sheep as offerings.
Throughout the year, most Nepalis do not eat much meat because it is expensive, but
Dashain is a time to enjoy meat every day. Children fly colorful, homemade kites during
Dashain. People also construct enormous bamboo swings on street corners and in
parks.Every evening people gather at these swings and take turns swinging. Nepalis is a
time for people to eat good food, relax and enjoy themselves.Aside from eating and enjoying
themselves, during Dashain people also receive blessings from their elders. Schools and
offices shut down so people can travel to be with their families. Reuniting with family reminds
people of the importance of kindness, respect, and forgiveness. People also clean and
decorate their homes for Dashain. And, like many holidays in the United States, it is a time
for shopping. Children and adults alike get new clothes for the occasion. People express
appreciation for all that they have, while looking forward to good fortune and peace in the
year to come.During American holidays, people may not sacrifice goats or soar on bamboo
swings, but we do often travel to be with family members and take time off work or school to
relax. No matter how we celebrate, many people around the world spend their holidays
honoring family, reflecting on their blessings, and hoping for good fortune in the future.
Question:
Which of the following sentences from the passage best indicates why the author
thinks Nepal would seem very foreign to many Americans?

A. "Cows walk busy streets
unharmed, 24 different languages
are spoken, and people eat two
meals of rice and lentils every day."
B. "Every evening people gather at
these swings and take turns
swinging."
C. "People also clean and decorate
their homes for Dashain."
D. "During American holidays, people
may not scarifice goats or soar on
bamboo swings, but we do often
travel to be with family members and
take time off work or school to relax."

5

On January 3, 1961, nine days after Christmas, Richard Legg, John Byrnes, and
Richard McKinley were killed in a remote desert in eastern Idaho. Their deaths
occurred when a nuclear reactor exploded at a top-secret base in the National
Reactor Testing Station (NRTS). Official reports state that the explosion and
subsequent reactor meltdown resulted from the improper retraction of the control rod.
When questioned about the events that occurred there, officials were very reticent.
The whole affair, in fact, was discussed much, and seemed to disappear with time.

In order to grasp the mysterious nature of the NRTS catastrophe, it help to know a bit
about how nuclear reactors work. After all, the generation of nuclear energy may
strike many as an esoteric process. However, given its relative simplicity, the way in
which the NRTS reactor functions is widely comprehensible. In this particular kind of
reactor, a cluster of nine-ton uranium fuel rods are positioned lengthwise around a
central control rod. The reaction begins with the slow removal of the control ro, which
starts a controlled nuclear reaction and begins to heat the water in the reactor. This
heat generates steam, which builds pressure inside the tank. As pressure builds, the
steam looks for a place to escape. The only place this steam is able to escape is
through the turbine. As it passes through the turbine on its way out of the tank, it turns
the giant fan blades and produces energy.

On the morning of January 3, after the machine had been shut down for the holidays,
the three men arrived at the station to restart the reactor. The control rod needed to
be pulled out only four inches to be reconnected to the automated driver. However,
records indicate that Byrnes yanked it out 23 inches, over five times the distance
necessary. In milliseconds the reactor exploded. Legg was impaled on the ceiling; he
would be discovered last. It took one week and a lead-shielded crane to remove his
body. Even in full protective gear, workers were only able to work a minute at a time.
The three men are buried in lead-lined coffins under concrete in New York, Michigan,
and Arlington Cemetery, Virginia.

The investigation took nearly two years to complete. Did Byrnes have a dark motive?
Or was it simply an accident? Did he know how precarious the procedure was?
Other operators were questioned as to whether they knew the consequences of
pulling the control rod out so far. They responded “Of course! We often talked about
what we would do if we were at a radar station and the Russians came.

“We’d yank it out.”

Official reports are oddly ambiguous, but what they do not explain, gossip does.
Rumors had it that there was tension between the men because Byrnes suspected
the other two of being involved with his young wife. There is little doubt than he, like
the other operators, knew exactly what would happen when he yanked the control rod.

Which of the following literary techniques does the author use in the passage?

I hyperbole, characterized by the use of exaggeration for effect

II foreshadowing, characterized by the use of hints that depict future events in the
narrative or story

III flashback, characterized by the description of a scene set in a time earlier than the
main story

A. I only
B. I and II only
C. II and III only
D. I, II and III

Although cynics may like to see he government’s policy for women in terms of the
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Although cynics may like to see he government’s policy for women in terms of the
party’s internal power struggles, it will nevertheless be churlish to deny that it
represents a pioneering effect aimed at bringing about sweeping social reforms. In
its language, scope and strategies, the policy documents displays a degree of
understanding of women’s needs that is uncommon in government pronouncements.
This is due in large part to the participatory process that marked its formulation,
seeking the active involvement right from the start of women’s groups, academic
institutions and non-government organizations with grass roots experience. The result
is not just a lofty declaration of principles but a blueprint for a practical program of
action. The policy delineates a series of concrete measures to accord women a
decision-making role in the political domain and greater control over their economic
status. Of especially far-reaching impart are the devolution of control of economic
infrastructure to women, notably at the gram panchayat level, and the amendment
proposed in the Act of 1956 to give women comparcenary rights.

And enlightened aspect of the policy is its recognition that actual change in the status
of women cannot be brought about by the mere enactment of socially progressive
legislation. Accordingly, it focuses on reorienting development programs and
sensitizing administrations to address specific situations as, for instance, the
growing number of households headed by women, which is a consequence of rural-
urban migration. The proposal to create an equal-opportunity police force and give
women greater control of police stations is an acknowledgement of the biases and
callousness displayed by the generally all-male law-enforcement authorities in case
of dowery and domestic violence. While the mere enunciation of such a policy has
the salutary effect of sensitizing the administration as a whole, it does not make the
task of its implementation any easier. This is because the changes it envisages in
the political and economic status of woman strike at the root of power structures in
society and the basis of man-woman relationship. There is also the danger that
reservation for women in public life, while necessary for their greater visibility, could
lapse into tokenism or become a tool in the hands of vote seeking politicians. Much
will depend on the dissemination of the policy and the ability of elected
representatives and government agencies to reorder their priorities.

At which stage were the grass-root level organizations involved for the policy?

A. After the interim report
B. From the start
C. At the final stages
D. Not mentioned in the passage

7

Lilly loves her town. She loves the mall. She loves the parks. She also loves her
school. Most of all, though, Lilly loves the seasons. In her old town, it was hot all of the
time.

Sometimes it is cold in Lilly’s new town. The cold season is in winter. Once in a while
it snows. Lilly has never seen snow before. So far her, the snow is exciting as well as
very beautiful. Lilly has to wear gloves to keep her hands warm. She also wear a
scarf around her neck.

In spring, flowers bloom and the trees turn green with new leaves. Pollen falls on the
cars and windowsills and makes Lilly sneeze. People work in their yards and mow
their grass.

In summer, Lilly wears her old shorts and sandals- the same ones she used to wear
in her old town. It is hot outside, and dogs lie in the shade. Lilly and her friends go to a
pool or play in the water sprinkler. Her father cooks hamburgers on the grill for dinner.

Lilly’s favorite season is autumn. In autumn, the leaves on the trees turn yellow, gold,
red, and orange. Halloween comes in autumn, and this Lilly’s favorite holiday. Every
Halloween, Lilly wears a costume. Last year she wore a mouse costume. This year
she will wear a fish costume.

One evening in autumn, Lilly and her mom are on sitting together on the porch. Mom
tells Lilly that autumn is also called “fall”. This is a good idea, Lilly thinks, because in
the fall all of the leaves fall down from the trees.

Which of the following words best describes the way Lilly feels about living in her new
town

A. Skeptical, meaning questioning or
showing doubt
B. Apprehensive, meaning anxious or
worried
C. Overjoyed, meaning extremely
happy
D. Content, meaning satisfied with
what one is or has

Although cynics may like to see he government’s policy for women in terms of the
party’s internal power struggles, it will nevertheless be churlish to deny that it
represents a pioneering effect aimed at bringing about sweeping social reforms. In
its language, scope and strategies, the policy documents displays a degree of
understanding of women’s needs that is uncommon in government pronouncements.
This is due in large part to the participatory process that marked its formulation,
seeking the active involvement right from the start of women’s groups, academic
institutions and non-government organizations with grass roots experience. The result
is not just a lofty declaration of principles but a blueprint for a practical program of
action. The policy delineates a series of concrete measures to accord women a
decision-making role in the political domain and greater control over their economic
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decision-making role in the political domain and greater control over their economic
status. Of especially far-reaching impart are the devolution of control of economic
infrastructure to women, notably at the gram panchayat level, and the amendment
proposed in the Act of 1956 to give women comparcenary rights.

And enlightened aspect of the policy is its recognition that actual change in the status
of women cannot be brought about by the mere enactment of socially progressive
legislation. Accordingly, it focuses on reorienting development programs and
sensitizing administrations to address specific situations as, for instance, the
growing number of households headed by women, which is a consequence of rural-
urban migration. The proposal to create an equal-opportunity police force and give
women greater control of police stations is an acknowledgement of the biases and
callousness displayed by the generally all-male law-enforcement authorities in case
of dowery and domestic violence. While the mere enunciation of such a policy has
the salutary effect of sensitizing the administration as a whole, it does not make the
task of its implementation any easier. This is because the changes it envisages in
the political and economic status of woman strike at the root of power structures in
society and the basis of man-woman relationship. There is also the danger that
reservation for women in public life, while necessary for their greater visibility, could
lapse into tokenism or become a tool in the hands of vote seeking politicians. Much
will depend on the dissemination of the policy and the ability of elected
representatives and government agencies to reorder their priorities.

According to the passage, which of the following aspects has been identified as, it alone
would not bring change in the status of women?

A. Coparcenary right to women
B. Decision making role in political
area
C. Greater control over economic
status
D. Enactment of socially progressive
legislation

9

Each nation has its own peculiar character which distinguishes it from others. But the people
of the world have more points in which they are all like each other than points in which they
are different. One type of person that is common in every country is the one who always tried
to do as little as he possibly can and to get as much in return as he can. His opposite, the
man who is in the habit of doing more than is strictly necessary and is ready to accept what
is offered in return, is rare everywhere.

Both these types are usually unconscious of their character. The man who avoids effort is
always talking about his ‘rights’; he appears to think that society owes him a pleasant easy
life. The man who is always doing more than his sheer talks of ‘duties’ feels that the
individual is in debt to society, and not society to the individual. As a result of their view,
neither of these men thinks that he behaves at all strangely.

A person who doing more and getting little:

A. Is rare everywhere
B. Is found in our country
C. Is common in all countries
D. Is found nowhere

10

Recent advances in science and technology have made it possible for geneticists to
find out abnormalities in the unborn foetus and take remedial action to rectify some
defects which would otherwise prove to be fatal to the child. Though genetic
engineering is still at its infancy, scientists can now predict with greater accuracy a
genetic disorder. It is not yet an exact science since they are not in a position to
predict when exactly a genetic disorder will set in. While they have not yet been able
to change the genetic order of the gene in germs, they are optimistic and are holding
out that in the near future they might be successful in achieving this feat. They have,
however, acquired the ability in manipulating tissue cells. However, genetic mis-
information can sometimes be damaging for it may adversely affect people
psychologically. Genetic information may lead to a tendency to brand some people
as inferiors. Genetic information can therefore be abused and its application in
deciding the sex of the foetus and its subsequent abortion is now hotly debated on
ethical lines. But on this issue geneticists cannot be squarely blamed though this
charge has often been leveled at them. It is mainly a societal problem. At present
genetic engineering is a costly process of detecting disorders but scientists hope to
reduce the costs when technology becomes more advanced. This is why much
progress in this area has been possible in scientifically advanced and rich countries
like the U.S.A., U.K. and Japan. It remains to be seen if in the future this science will
lead to the development of a race of supermen or will be able to obliterate disease
from this world.

Why, according to the author, is genetic misinformation severely damaging?

A. The cost involved is very high
B. Some people are unjustly branded
as inferior
C. Both A and B
D. Neither A nor B

Q.2 The public distribution system which provides food at low prices is a subject of vital
concern There is a growing realization that though Pakistan has enough food to feed its
masses three square meals a day the monster of starvation and food insecurity continues to
haunt the poor in our country Increasing the purchasing power of the poor through providing
productive employment leading to rising income and thus good standard of living is the
ultimate objective of public policy.However till then there is a need to provide assured supply
of food through a restructured more efficient and decentralized public distribution system
(PDS).Although the PDS is extensive it is one of the largest such systems in the world it has
yet to reach the rural poor and the far off places it remains an urban phenomenon with the
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yet to reach the rural poor and the far off places it remains an urban phenomenon with the
majority of the rural poor still out of its reach due to lack of economic and physical access
the poorest in the cities and the migrants are left out for they generally do not possess ration
cards The allocation of PDS supplies in big cities is larger than in rural areas  in view of
urgently needs to be streamlined.In addition considering the large food grains production
combined with food subsidy on one hand and the continuing slow starvation and dismal
poverty of the rural population on the other there is a strong case for making PDS target
group oriented.The growing salaried class is provided job security regular income and
percent insulation against these gains of development have not percolated down to the vast
majority of our working population.If one only dearness allowance to the employees in public
and private sector and looks at its growth in the past few years the rising food subsidy is
insignificant to the point of inequity The food subsidy is a kind of D.A to the poor the self-
employed and those in the unorganized sector of the economy.It is true that subsidies should
not become a permanent feature except for the destitute disabled widows and the old it is
also true dependence and hence is habit-forming killing the general initiative of the people
by making PDS target group oriented not only the poorest and neediest would be reached
without additional cost but it will actually cut overall costs incurred on large cities and for
better off localities when the food and food subsidy are limited the rural and urban poor
should have the priority in the PDS supplies The PDS should be closely linked with programs
of employment generation and nutrition improvement.
e. Which of the following words is the same in meaning as power as used in the
passage

A. Vigor
B. Energy
C. Influence
D. Capacity

12

Gold used in jewelry is mixed with harder metals to add strength and durability. The metals
added can also be used to change gold's color, giving it a for the natural yellow tone of pure
gold. Mixtures like these, of less costly metals with more valuable ones, are called alloys.
Copper and silver are the most common metals mixed with gold to make yellow gold jewelry.
White gold is usually made with an alloy of gold and nickel.The measure of is called gold's
purity is called a karat. The higher the karat rating, the higher the amount of pure gold. 24
karat is pure gold,18 karat is 75% pure gold, 14 karat is 58.5% pure gold,and 9 karat is
37.5% pure gold. All other things being equal, the higher the percentage of pure gold used
in the alloy, the more valuable and expensive the jewelry will be.Gold jewelry pieces are
usually stamped with a marking to identify the karat amount. White gold that is 24K is too soft
for jewelry, 18K,14K and 9K gold are all appropriate for jewelry, and they all make pieces
that look great and wear beautifully.
Question:
Which of the following statements best captures the main idea of this passage?

A. Although gold is very valuable, it is
also very expensive
B. Gold jewelry is stamped with its
karat weight
C. Gold jewelry is made using alloys
D. Colored gold is more valuable that
white gold

13

It is easy to make delicious-looking hamburger at home. But would this hamburger still look delicious
after it sat on your kitchen table under very bright lights for six or seven hours? if someone took a
picture or made a video of this hamburger after the seventh hour, would anyone want to eat it? More
importantly, do you think you could get millions of people to pay money for this hamburger? These
are the questions that fast food companies worry about when they produce commercials or print ads

for their products. Video and photo shoots often last many hours. The lights that the photographers
use can be extremely hot. These conditions can cause the food to look quite unappealing to potential
consumers. Because of this, the menu items that you see in fast food commercials are probably not
actually edible.Let's use the hamburger as an example. The first step towards building the
commercial hamburger is the bun. The food stylist--a person employed by the company to make sure
the products look perfect--sorts through hundreds of buns until he or she finds one with no wrinkles.
Next, the stylist carefully rearranges the sesame seeds on the bun using glue and tweezers for
maximum visual appeal. The bun is then sprayed with a waterproofing solution so that it will no get
soggy from contact with other ingredients, the lights, or the humidity in the room.Next, the food
stylist shapes a meat patty into a perfect circle. Only the outside of the meat gets cooked-the inside
is left raw so that the meat remains moist. The food stylist then paints the outside of the meat patty
with a mixture of oil, molasses, and brown food coloring. Grill marks are either painted on or seared
into the meat using hot metal skewers.Finally, the food stylist searches through dozens of tomatoes
and heads of lettuce to find the best-looking produce.One leaf of the crispest lettuce and one center
slice of the reddest tomato are selected and then sprayed with glycerin to keep them looking fresh.
So the next time you see a delectable hamburger in a fast food commercial, remember: you are
actually looking at glue, paint, raw meat , and glycerin. Are you still hungry?

Question:

Based on information in the passage, it is most important for the lettuce and tomato used in a fast
food hamburger commercial to

A. Have a great taste
B. be the perfect shape and size
C. appear natural
D. look fresh

14

Q.3 Democratic societies from the earliest times have expected their governments to protect
the weak against the strong No era of good feeling can justify discharging the police force or
giving up the idea of public control over concentrated private wealth On the other hand it is
obvious that a spirit of self denial and moderation on the part of those who hold economic
power will greatly soften the demand for absolute equality Men are more interested in
freedom and security than in an equal distribution of wealth the extent to which Government
must interfere with business therefore is not exactly measured by the extent to which
economic power is concentrated into few hands The required degree of government
interference depends mainly on whether economic powers are oppressively used and on the
necessity of keeping economic factors in a tolerable state of balance However with the
necessity of meeting all these dangers and threats to liberty the powers of government are
unavoidably increased whichever political party may be in office The growth of government is
a necessary result of the growth of technology and of the problems that go with the use of
machines and science since the Government in our nation must take on more powers to
meet its problems there is no way to preserve freedom except by making democracy more
powerful.

A. Make the rich and the poor happy
B. Curb the accumulation of wealth in
a few hands
C. Monitor science and technology
D. Deploy the police force wisely



powerful.
c. The growth of government is necessitated to

15

But I do recommend some game as a part of recreation. As long as I could see to play and
sufficient tennis, I enjoyed immensely the game of real or court skill, a very ancient game,
requiring activates as well as some pride, because for the first time, at any rate in the recent
history of the game, an amateur is champion of the sometimes criticized for paying too much
attention to games. Football is a national game of America as well as in England but I do not
suppose that either you or we think that our soldiers fought any worse in the war of having
been fond of football. I put games definitely as a desirable part of recreation, and I would
say: have one or more games of which you are fond, but let them have any rate in youth be
activity of the whole body, as well as skill,

Sport shall be mentioned next. I have had a liking for more than one form of sport, but an
actual passion for salmon and trout fishing. Salmon fishing, as I have enjoyed it, fishing not
from a boat but from one’s feet, either on the bank or wading deep in the stream, is a
glorious and sustained exercise for the whole body, as well as being an exciting-sport; but
many of my friends do not care for it. To them, I say, as one who was fond of George
Meredith’s Novels once said to be man who complained that he should not read them, ‘why
should you?’ if you do not care for fishing, do not fish. Why should you? But if we are to be
one equal term and you are be one the same happy level as I hav3e been, then find
something for yourself which you like as much as I like fishing.

Salmon fishing is:

A. An exciting sport
B. A dull sport
C. A terrible sport
D. Not worth enjoying

16

When you imagine the desert, you probably think of a very hot place covered with
sand.Although this is a good description for many deserts. Earth's I with ice:Antarctica. In
order for an area to be considered a desert, it must receive very little rainfall. More
specifically, it must receive an average of less than ten inches of precipitation - which can be
rain, sleet, hail , or snow - on the ground every year. Antarctica, the coldest place on earth,
has an average temperature that usually falls below the freezing point. And because cold air
holds less moisture than warm air, the air in Antarctica does not hold much moisture at all.
This is evident in the low precipitation statistics recorded for Antarctica. For example , the
central part of Antarctica receives an average of less than 2 inches of snow every year. The
coastline of Antarctica receive a little bit more-between seven and eight inches a year.

Because Antarctica gets so little precipitation every year, it is considered a desert. When
precipitation falls in hot deserts, it quickly evaporates back into the atmosphere. the air over
Antarctica is too cold to hold water vapor, so there is very little evaporation. Due to this low
rate of evaporation, most of the snow that falls to the ground remains there permanently,
eventually building up into thick ice sheets. Any snow that does not freeze into ice sheets
becomes caught up in the strong winds that constantly blow over Antarctica. These snow-
filled winds can make it look as if it is snowing. Even though snowfall is very rare there,
blizzards are actually very common on Antarctica.
Question:
It can be understood that blizzards in Antarctica are mainly the result of

A. freezing cold temperatures

B. large amounts of snowfall
C. low amount of precipitation
D. strong winds

17

The history of civilization shows how man always has to choose between making the right
and wrong use of the discoveries science. This has never been more true than in our own
age. In a brief period amazing discoveries have been made and applied to practical purpose.

It would be ungrateful not to recognized how immense are the boons which science has
given to mankind. It has brought within the reach of multitudes benefits and advantages
which only a short time ago were the privilege of the few. It has shown how malnutrition,
hunger and disease can be overcome. It has not only lengthened life but it has depended its
quality. Fields of the work of science the ordinary and fuller life than was ever possible to his
grandparents.

Science provides a chance:

A. Shorter and fuller life
B. Longer and fuller life
C. Longer and dull life
D. None of these

18

When her grandmother’s health began to deteriorate in the fall of 1994, Mary would
make the drive from Washington, DC to Winchester every few days.

She hated highway driving, finding it ugly and monotonous. She preferred to take
meandering back roads to her grandmother’s hospital. When she drove through the
rocky town of Harpers Ferry, the beauty of the rough waters churning at the
intersection of the Shenandoah and Potomac rivers always captivated her.

Toward the end of her journey, Mary had to get on highway 81. It was here that she
discovered a surprising bit of beauty during one of her trips. Along the median of the
highway, there was a long stretch of wildflowers. They were thin and delicate and
purple, and swayed in the wind as if whispering poems to each other.

The first time she saw the flowers, Mary was seized by an uncontrollable urge to pull
over on the highway and yank a bunch from the soil. She carried them into her
grandmother’s room when she arrived at the hospital and placed them in a water
pitcher by her bed. For a moment her grandmother seemed more lucid than usual.
She thanked Mary for the flowers, commented on their beauty and asked where she

A. Energized
B. Fascinated
C. Humbled



She thanked Mary for the flowers, commented on their beauty and asked where she
had gotten them. Mary was overjoyed by the ability of the flowers to wake something
up inside her ailing grandmother.

Afterwards, Mary began carrying scissors in the car during her trips to visit her
grandmother. She would quickly glide onto the shoulder, jump out of the car, and clip
a bunch of flowers. Each time Mary placed the flowers in the pitcher, her
grandmother’s eyes would light up and they would have a splendid conversation.

One morning in late October, Mary got a call that her grandmother had taken a turn
for the worse. Mary was in such a hurry to get to her grandmother that she sped past
her flower spot. She decided to turn around head several miles back, and cut a
bunch. Mary arrived at the hospital to find her grandmother very weak and
unresponsive. She placed flowers in the pitcher and sat down. She felt a squeeze on
her fingers. It was the last conversation they had.

As used in the beginning of the story, which is the best definition for ‘captivated’?

C. Humbled
D. Relaxed
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Today, Mike and his mom are going to the library. Mike wants to find a book to read. His
Mom wants to use a computer there. When they get ot the library. Mike finds a book about
detectives. He also finds a book with chapters about a friendly ghost. Finally, he finds a book
about a man who lives in the woods without food or water.He puts the books on the front
desk and waits for his mom.Mike's mom sit at one of the computers in the library. She checks
er email and looks at pictures of flowers on the internet. Then she reads a news article on a
website. Mike's mom leaves the computer and walks over to Mike, holding up something out
for him. Mike looks at her quizzically, It takes him a moment to recognize w that movie for us
to watch tonight, " says Mike's mom"Sure,"Mike says, now holding the movie out in front of
him. He reads the cover while walking back to the library entrance. He puts his books and the
movie on the front desk to check out.A librarian stands behind the counter holding an
electronic scanner. "How long can we keep them?"Mike asks her."Three weeks, "says the
librarian."Cool,"says Mike.Suddenly, Mike is surprised. His mother is checking out something
else that is too big to put on the desk. It's a picture of the ocean."What is that for?"Mike
asks."To put on our wall at home, "says Mike's mom.:You can do that?"Mike asks.Mike's
mom smiles at the librarian. "Yes, "she says, " but we have to return it in three
months."Based on its use in paragraph 4, it can be understood that quizzically belongs to
which of the following word groups?

A. abnormally , strangely , weirdly
B. casually , carelessly , indifferently
C. passionately , keenly , intensely

D. inquisitively , questioningly ,
curiously
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When you imagine the desert, you probably think of a very hot place covered with
sand.Although this is a good description for many deserts. Earth's I with ice:Antarctica. In
order for an area to be considered a desert, it must receive very little rainfall. More
specifically, it must receive an average of less than ten inches of precipitation - which can be
rain, sleet, hail , or snow - on the ground every year. Antarctica, the coldest place on earth,
has an average temperature that usually falls below the freezing point. And because cold air
holds less moisture than warm air, the air in Antarctica does not hold much moisture at all.
This is evident in the low precipitation statistics recorded for Antarctica. For example , the
central part of Antarctica receives an average of less than 2 inches of snow every year. The
coastline of Antarctica receive a little bit more-between seven and eight inches a year.
Because Antarctica gets so little precipitation every year, it is considered a desert. When
precipitation falls in hot deserts, it quickly evaporates back into the atmosphere. the air over
Antarctica is too cold to hold water vapor, so there is very little evaporation. Due to this low
rate of evaporation, most of the snow that falls to the ground remains there permanently,
eventually building up into thick ice sheets. Any snow that does not freeze into ice sheets
becomes caught up in the strong winds that constantly blow over Antarctica. These snow-
filled winds can make it look as if it is snowing. Even though snowfall is very rare there,
blizzards are actually very common on Antarctica.
Question:
Africa's Sahara Desert is the second largest desert on is the earth. Based on the
information in the passage what characteristic must the Sahara share with
Antarctica?

A. low temperature
B. high temperature
C. frequent blizzards
D. low precipitation


