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ECAT Pre General Science English Chapter 8 Comprehension

Questions Answers Choice

The public distribution system, which provides food at low prices, is a subject of vital
concern. There is a growing realization that thought Pakistan has enough food to
feed its masses three square meals a day, the monster of starvation and food
insecurity continues to haunt the poor in our country.

Increasing the purchasing power of the poor through providing productive
employment leading to rising income, and thus good standard of living is the ultimate
objective of public policy. However, till then, there is a need to provide assured supply
of food through a restructured more efficient and decentralized public distribution
system (PDS).

Although the PDS is extensive — it is one of the largest such systems in the world — it
has yet to reach the rural poor and the far off places. It remains an urban
phenomenon, with the majority of the rural poor still out of its reach due to lack of
economic and physical access. The poorest in the cities and the migrants are left out,
for they generally do not possess ration cards. The allocation of PDS supplies in big
cities is larger than in rural areas. In view of such deficiencies in the system, the PDS
urgently needs to be streamlined. In addition, considering the large food grains

production combined with food subsidy on one hand and the continuing slow A. It has not been able to develop
starvation and dismal poverty of the rural population on the other, there is a strong confidence in the people at large
case for making PDS target group oriented. B. It has not been able to utilize the

entire food grains stock available
C. It has effectively channelized the

The growing salaried class is provided job security, regular income, and percent food grains to all sector

insulation against inflation. These gains of development have not percolated down to
the vast majority of our working population. If one compares only dearness allowance
to the employees in public and private sector and looks at its growth in the past few
years, the rising food subsidy is insignificant to the point of inequity. The food subsidy
is a kind of D.A. to the poor, the self-employed and those in the unorganized sector of
the economy. However, what is most unfortunate is that out of the large budget of the
so — called food subsidy, the major part of it is administrative cost and wastages. A
small portion of the above budget goes to the real consumer and an even lesser
portion to the poor who are in real need.

It is true that subsidies should not become a permanent feature except for the
destitute, disabled widows and the old. It is also true that subsidies often create a
psychology of dependence and hence is habit — forming, killing the general initiative
of the people. By making PDS target group oriented, not only the poorest and
neediest would be reached without additional cost, but it will actually cut overall costs
incurred on large cities and for better off localities. When the food and food subsidy
are limited the rural and urban poor should have the priority in the PDS supplies. The
PDS should be closely linked with programs of employment generation and nutrition
improvement.

What, according to the passage, is the main concern about the PDS?

What are good parts of our civilization? First and fore-most there are order and safety. If
today | have a quarrel with another man, | do not get beaten merely because | am physically
weaker and he can knock me down. |1 go to law and the law will decide as fairly as it can
between the two of us. Thus in disputes between man and man. Right has taken the place
might. More-over, the law protects me from robbery and violence. Nobody may came and
break into my house, steal my books or run off with my children. Of course, there are

burglars, but they are very rare and the law punishes them whenever it catches them. A There is disorder

- ) ) ) . B. There is no safety
It is difficult for us to realize how much this safety means. Without safety those higher

activates of mankind which make up civilization could not go on. The inventor could not D. There is neither safety nor order

invent, the scientist find out or the artist make beautiful things. Hence, order and safety,
although they are not themselves civilization, are things without which civilization could be
impossible. They are as necessary to our civilization as the air we breathe is to us; and we
have grown so used to them that we do not notice them any more than we notice the air.

An artist can create beautiful things only if:



When you imagine the desert, you probably think of a very hot place covered with
sand.Although this is a good description for many deserts. Earth's | with ice:Antarctica. In
order for an area to be considered a desert, it must receive very little rainfall. More
specifically, it must receive an average of less than ten inches of precipitation - which can be
rain, sleet, hail , or snow - on the ground every year. Antarctica, the coldest place on earth,
has an average temperature that usually falls below the freezing point. And because cold air
holds less moisture than warm air, the air in Antarctica does not hold much moisture at all.
This is evident in the low precipitation statistics recorded for Antarctica. For example , the
central part of Antarctica receives an average of less than 2 inches of snow every year. The
coastline of Antarctica receive a little bit more-between seven and eight inches a year.
Because Antarctica gets so little precipitation every year, it is considered a desert. When
precipitation falls in hot deserts, it quickly evaporates back into the atmosphere. the air over
Antarctica is too cold to hold water vapor, so there is very little evaporation. Due to this low
rate of evaporation, most of the snow that falls to the ground remains there permanently,
eventually building up into thick ice sheets. Any snow that does not freeze into ice sheets
becomes caught up in the strong winds that constantly blow over Antarctica. These snow-
filled winds can make it look as if it is snowing. Even though snowfall is very rare there,
blizzards are actually very common on Antarctica.

Question:

It can be understood that blizzards in Antarctica are mainly the result of

Elephants on the coast of Thailand are acting strange. They stamp their feet and motion
toward the hulls. The sea draws back from the beaches. Fish flop in the mud. Suddenly, a
huge wave appears. This is no ordinary wave. It is a tsunamiTsunami (pronounced "soo-nah-
mee") waves are larger and faster than normal surface waves. A tsunami wave can travel as
fast as a jet plane and can be as tall as a ten-story building. Imagine dropping a stone into a
pond. The water on the surface ripples. A tsunami is like a very powerful ripple. Tsumais
begin when the ocean rises or falls very suddenly. Large amounts of seawater are displaced.
This movement causes huge waves.For a tsunami to occur, there must be some kind of
force that causes the ocean water to become displaced. Most trunamis are caused by
underwater earthquakes. however,volcanoes, landslides, large,icebergs, and even
meteorites are capable of causing one of these mighty waves.Trunamis are extremely
powerful. Ordinary waves lose power when they break. Tsunami waves can remain powerful
for several days. Because tsunami waves are so strong, they can kill people, damage
property , and completely ruin an ecosystem in just one hour.Scientist have no way of
predicting when a tsunami will hit. However, if a powerful enough earthquake
occurs,scientists can issue a warning or a watch. A warning means that a tsunami will very
likely hit soon. A watch means that conditions are favorable for a tsunami. When people are
notified about a watch or a warning, they have more time to prepare. It is best not to get
caught unaware when a tsunami is on the way. After reading the passage, we can conclude
that a tsunami

Fleas are perfectly designed by nature to feast on anything containing blood. Like a
shark in the water or a wolf in the woods, fleas are ideally equipped to do what they
do, making them very difficult to defeat. The bodies of these tiny parasites are
extremely hardy and well-suited for their job.

A flea has a very hard exoskeleton, which means the body is covered by a tough, tile-
like plate called a sclerite. Because of these plates, fleas are almost impossible to
squish. The exoskeletons of fleas are also waterproof of fleas are also waterproof
and shock resistant, and therefore fleas are highly resistant to the sprays and
chemicals used to kill them.

Little spines are attached to his plate. The spine the flea scurries through an animal’'s
fur in — search of grooming pet tries to pull a flea off through the hair coat, these
spines will extend and stick to the fur like Velcro.

Fleas are some of the best jumpers in the natural world. A flea can jump seven
inches, or 150 times its own length, either vertically or horizontally. An equivalent jump
for a person would be 555 feet, the height of the Washington Monument. Fleas can
jump 30,000 times in a row without stopping, and they are able to accelerate through
the air at an incredibly high rate — a rate which is over ten times what humans can
withstand in an airplane.

Fleas have very long rear legs with huge thigh muscles and multiple joints. When they
get ready to jump. They fold their long legs up and crouch like a runner on a staring

block. Several of their joints contain a protein called resilin, which helps catapult fleas
into the air as they jump, similar to the way a rubber band provides momentum to a
slingshot. Outward facing claws on the bottom of their legs grip anything they touch
when they land.

The adult female flea mates after her first blood meal and begins producing eggs in
just 1 to 2 days. One flea can lay up to 50 eggs in one day and over 2,000 in her
lifetime. Flea eggs can be seen with the naked eye, but they are about the size of a
grain of salt. Shortly after being laid, the eggs begin to transform into cocoons. In the
cocoon state, fleas are fully developed adults, and will hatch immediately if conditions
are favorable. Fleas can detect warmth, movement, and carbon dioxide in exhaled
breath, and these three factors stimulate them to emerge as new adults. If the flea
does not detect appropriate conditions, it can remain dormant in the cocoon state for
extended periods. Under ideal conditions, the entire life cycle may only take 3 weeks,

A. freezing cold temperatures
B. large amounts of snowfall

D. strong winds

A. watch is more serious than a
warning

C. warning and watch are equally
serious

D. warning and watch both mean a
tsunami has formed

A. Concerned
B. Passionate

D. Opinionated



S0 in no time at all, pets and homes can become intested.

Because of these characteristics, fleas are intimidating opponents. The best way to
control fleas, therefore, is to take steps to prevent an infestation from ever occurring.

The author’s tone in the passage is best described as

Lilly loves her town. She loves the mall. She loves the parks. She also loves her
school. Most of all, though, Lilly loves the seasons. In her old town, it was hot all of the
time.

Sometimes it is cold in Lilly's new town. The cold season is in winter. Once in a while
it snows. Lilly has never seen snow before. So far her, the snow is exciting as well as
very beautiful. Lilly has to wear gloves to keep her hands warm. She also wear a
scarf around her neck.

In spring, flowers bloom and the trees turn green with new leaves. Pollen falls on the
cars and windowsills and makes Lilly sneeze. People work in their yards and mow
their grass. A. Lilly's favorite season

In summer, Lilly wears her old shorts and sandals- the same ones she used to wear C. Lilly's favorite activities during
in her old town. It is hot outside, and dogs lie in the shade. Lilly and her friends goto a  winter )
pool or play in the water sprinkler. Her father cooks hamburgers on the grill for dinner.  D- Lilly's favorite Halloween costumes

Lilly's favorite season is autumn. In autumn, the leaves on the trees turn yellow, gold,
red, and orange. Halloween comes in autumn, and this Lilly's favorite holiday. Every
Halloween, Lilly wears a costume. Last year she wore a mouse costume. This year

she will wear a fish costume.

One evening in autumn, Lilly and her mom are on sitting together on the porch. Mom
tells Lilly that autumn is also called “fall”. This is a good idea, Lilly thinks, because in
the fall all of the leaves fall down from the trees.

This passage is mainly about

The public distribution system, which provides food at low prices, is a subject of vital
concern. There is a growing realization that thought Pakistan has enough food to
feed its masses three square meals a day, the monster of starvation and food
insecurity continues to haunt the poor in our country.

Increasing the purchasing power of the poor through providing productive
employment leading to rising income, and thus good standard of living is the ultimate
objective of public policy. However, till then, there is a need to provide assured supply
of food through a restructured more efficient and decentralized public distribution
system (PDS).

Although the PDS is extensive — it is one of the largest such systems in the world — it
has yet to reach the rural poor and the far off places. It remains an urban
phenomenon, with the majority of the rural poor still out of its reach due to lack of
economic and physical access. The poorest in the cities and the migrants are left out,
for they generally do not possess ration cards. The allocation of PDS supplies in big
cities is larger than in rural areas. In view of such deficiencies in the system, the PDS
urgently needs to be streamlined. In addition, considering the large food grains

production combined with food subsidy on one hand and the continuing slow . i )
starvation and dismal poverty of the rural population on the other, there is a strong A. It will abolish the imbalance of

. . urban and rural sector
case for making PDS target group oriented. B. It will remove poverty

The growing salaried class is provided job security, regular income, and percent

insulation against inflation. These gains of development have not percolated downto  D. It will motivate the target group
the vast majority of our working population. if one compares only dearness allowance population to work more

to the employees in public and private sector and looks at its growth in the past few

years, the rising food subsidy is insignificant to the point of inequity. The food subsidy

is a kind of D.A. to the poor, the self-employed and those in the unorganized sector of

the economy. However, what is most unfortunate is that out of the large budget of the

so — called food subsidy, the major part of it is administrative cost and wastages. A

small portion of the above budget goes to the real consumer and an even lesser

portion to the poor who are in real need.

It is true that subsidies should not become a permanent feature except for the
destitute, disabled widows and the old. It is also true that subsidies often create a
psychology of dependence and hence is habit — forming, killing the general initiative
of the people. By making PDS target group oriented, not only the poorest and
neediest would be reached without additional cost, but it will actually cut overall costs
incurred on large cities and for better off localities. When the food and food subsidy
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PDS should be closely linked with programs of employment generation and nutrition
improvement.

What, according the passage, would be the outcome of making the PDS target group
oriented?

Democratic societies from the earliest times have expected their governments to
protect the weak against the strong. No ‘era of good feeling’ can justify discharging
the police force or giving up the idea of public control over concentrated private
wealth. On the other hand, it is obvious that a spirit of self — denial and moderation on
the part of those who hold economic power will greatly soften the demand for
absolute equality. Men are more interested in freedom and security than in an equal
distribution of wealth. The extent to which Government must interfere with business,
therefore, is not exactly measured by the extent to which economic power is
concentrated into a few hands. The required degree of government interference
depends mainly on whether economic powers are oppressively used, and on the
necessity of keeping economic factors in a tolerable state of balance.

However, with the necessity of meeting all these dangers and threats to liberty, the
powers of government are unavoidably increased, whichever political party may be in
office. The growth of government is a necessary result of the growth of technology
and of the problems that go with the use of machines and science. Since the
government in our nation, must take on more powers to meet its problems, there is
no way to preserve freedom except by making democracy more powerful.

A spirit of moderation on the economically sound people would make the less
privileged

The history of the modern world is a record of highly varied activity, of incessant
change, and of astonishing achievement. The lives of men have, during the last few
centuries, increasingly diversified, their powers have greatly multiplied, their powers
have greatly multiplied, their horizon been enormously enlarged. New interests have
arisen in rich profusion to absorb attention and to provoke exertion. New aspirations
and new emotions have come to move the soul of men. Amid all the bewildering
phenomena, interest, in particular, has stood out in clear and growing pre-eminence,
has expressed itself in a multitude of ways and with an emphasis more and more
pronounced, namely, the determination of the race to gain a larger measure of
freedom than it has ever known before, freedom in the life of the intellect and spirit,
freedom in the realm of government and law, freedom in the sphere of economic and
social relationship. A passion that has prevailed so widely, that has transformed the
world so greatly, and is still transforming it, is one that surely merits study and
abundantly rewards it, its operations constitute the very pith and marrow of modem
history.

Not that this passion was unknown to the long ages that proceeded the modern
periods. The ancient Hebrews, the ancient Greeks and Roman blazed the was
leaving behind them a precious heritage of accomplishments and suggestions and
the men who were responsible for the Renaissance of the fifteenth century and the
Reformation of the sixteen century contributed their imperishable part to this slow and
difficult emancipation of the human race. But it is in modern times the pace and
vigour, the scope and sweep of this liberal movement have so increased
unquestionably as to dominate the age, particularly the last three centuries that have
registered great triumphs of spirit.

In what epochs of modern history have men especially contributed to the
emancipation of human race?

Right now, |am looking at a shelf full or relics, a collection of has-beens, old-timers,
antiques, fossils. Right now | am lolling at a shelf full of books. Yes that’s right. If you
have some spare cash (the doing rate is about $89) and are looking to enhance your
reading experience, then | highly suggest you consider purchasing an e-reader. E-
readers are replacing the books of old, and | welcome them with open arms (as you
should).

If you haven’t heard of an e-reader and don’t know what it is, then please permit the
following explanation. An e-reader is a device that allows you to read e-books. An e-
book is a book-length publication in digital form, consisting of text, images, or both,
and produced on, published through, and readable on computers or other electronic
devices. Sometimes the equivalent of a conventional printed book, e-books can also
be born digital. The Oxford Dictionary or English defines the e-book as “an electronic
version of a printed book, “but e-book can and do exist without any printed
equivalent.

A. Unhappy with the rich people
B. More interested in freedom and
security

C. Unhappy with their lot

A. The modern age

B. The time of the French Revolution
C. The Renaissance and the
Reformation
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So now you know what an e-reader is. But you still may be wondering why they put
printed books to shame. E-readers are superior to printed books because they save
space, are environmentally friendly, and provide helpful reading tips and tools that
printed books do not.

E-readers are superior to printed books because they save space. The average e-
reader can store thousands of digital book, providing a veritable library at your
fingertips. What is more, being the size and weight of a thin hardback, the e-reader
itself is relatively petite. It is easy to hold and can fitin a pocketbook or briefcase
easily. This makes handling ponderous behemoths such as War and Peace, Anna
Karenina, and Les Miserables a breeze. Perhaps the only drawback to the space-

saving aspect of an e-reader is that it requires you to find new things to put on your B. Allow
shelves. C. Enforce
D. Yield

In addition, e-readers are superior to books because they are environmentally
friendly. The average novel is about 300 pages long. So, if a novel is printed 1000
times, it will use 300,000 pieces of paper. That's a lot of paper! If there are about
80,000 pieces of paper in a tree, this means it takes almost 4 trees to make these
1000 books. Now, we know that the average bestseller sells about 20,000 copies
per week. That means that it takes over 300 trees each month to sustain this rate.
And for the super bestsellers, these figures increase dramatically. For example, the
Harry Potter book series has sold over 450 million copies. That's about 2 million
trees! Upon viewing these figures, it is not hard to grasp the severe impact of printed
books on the environment. Since e-reader use no trees, they represent a significant
amount of preservation in terms of the environment and its resources.

Finally, e-reader are superior to books because they provide helpful reading tips and
tolls that printed books do not. The typical e-reader allows its user to customize letter
size, font, and line spacing. It also allows highlighting and electronic bookmarking.
Furthermore, it grants users the ability to get an overview of a book and then jump to
a specific electronic bookmarking. Furthermore, it grants users the ability to get an
overview of a book and then jump to a specific location based on that overview.
While these are all nice features, perhaps the most helpful of all is the ability to get
dictionary definitions at the touch of a finger. On even the most basic e-reader, users
can conjure instant definitions without having to hunt through a physical dictionary.

It can be seen that e-readers are superior to printed books. They save space, are
environmentally friendly, and provide helpful reading tips and tools that printed books
do not. So what good are printed books? Well, they certainly make nice decorations.

As used in paragraph 5, which is the best synonym for ‘sustain’?

Where does chocolate come from? Believe it or not, it grows on trees. Not as a sweet
chocolate candy bar wrapped in foil, but as a cocoa bean. These cocoa beans grow on a
cacao tree, which is found in tropical areas such as Central and South America. The fruit of
these are called pods, and they are long and hard. Inside the pods is a soft, white pulp that
surrounds the thirty or so seeds. These seeds are what we call cocoa beans. They are very
hard and bitter to the taste.To make chocolate, people start by carefully taking the beans out
of the pods, still covered in the white pulp,and leaving them in a bucket. The bucket is often
covered with banana leaves and left for anywhere form a few days to a few weeks. This
process is called fermenting. Then he beans are left to dry in the sun. Fermenting and
drying the beans makes them less bitter. Then the beans are shipped to a factory to be

turned into chocolate.At the factory, beans are roasted in ovens to bring out their flavor. A. fruit
After roasting, the outer covering of the bean is removed. The inner bean is then crushed to B nyts
form a paste known as chocolate liquor.From this paste,people can either make cocoa C. candy

powder or the chocolate we buy in stores. To make cocoa powder,the paste is crushed and
pressed repeatedly to remove the fat, leaving behind only a dry, ground powder. To make
chocolate, people need to add other ingredients to the paste such as milk, sugar, and cocoa
butter. They then mix and heat the concoction several times to create a substance we would
recognize as chocolate. It may even have fruit, nuts, or candy added to it before it is molded
into a shape.Considering all that must happen t turn a bitter cocoa bean into a chocolate
bar,a dollar seems like a small price to pay for such a delicious sweet treat.

Question:
According to the passage, which of these items is needed to make the chocolate that
is available in stores?

Many people like to eat pizza, but not everyone knows knows how to make it. Making
the perfect pizza can be complicated, but there are lots of ways for you to make basic
version at home.

When you make pizza, you must begin with the crust. The crust can be hard to make.
If you want to make the crust yourself, you will have to make dough using flour, water,
and yeast. You will have to knead the dough with your hands. If you do not have
enough time to do this, you can use a prepared crust that you buy from the store.

After you have chosen your crust, you must then add the sauce. Making your own

T 7Y T Y S T S

; A. Describe the history of pizza
sauce from scratch can take a long time. You have to buy tomatoes, peel them, and B. Teach a healthier v?//ay tr; make
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jarred sauce from the store. Many jarred sauces taste almost as good as the kind you

make at home.

Now that you have your crust and your sauce, you need to add the cheese. Cheese
comes from milk, which comes from cows. Do you have a cow in your backyard? Do
you how to milk the cow? Do you know how to turn that milk into cheese? If not, you
might want to buy cheese from the grocery store instead of making it yourself. When
you have the crust, sauce, and cheese ready, you can add other toppings. Some
people like to put meat on their pizza, while other people like to add vegetables.
Some people even like to add pineapple! The best part of making a pizza at home is
that you can customize it by adding your own favorite ingredients

The author’'s main purpose in writing this passage is to

Educational planning should aim at meeting the educational needs of the entire
population of all age group. While the traditional structure of education as a three
layer hierarchy from the primary stage to the university represents the core, we should
not overlook the periphery which is equally important. Under modern conditions,
workers need to rewind, or renew their enthusiasm, or strike out in a new direction, or
improve their skills as much as any university professor. The retired and the age have
their needs as well. Educational planning, in their words, should take care of the
needs of everyone.

Our structures of education have been built up on the assumption that there is a
terminal point to education. This basic defect has become all the more harmful today.
A UNESCO report entitled ‘learning to Be’ prepared by Edgar Faure and others in
1973 asserts that the education of children must prepare the future adult for various
forms of self — learning. A viable education system of the future should consist of
modules with different kinds of functions serving a diversity of constituents. And
performance, not the period of study, should be the basis for credentials. The writing
is already on the wall.

In view of the fact that the significance of a commitment of lifelong learning and
lifetime education is being discussed only in recent years even in educationally
advanced countries, the possibility of the idea becoming an integral part of
educational thinking seems to be a far cry. For, to move in that direction means such
more than some simple rearrangement of the present organization of education. But
a good beginning can be made by developing Open University programs for older
learners of different categories and introducing extension services in the conventional
colleges and schools. Also these institutions should learn to cooperate with the
numerous community organizations such as libraries. Museums, municipal
recreational programs, health services etc.

In the context of the passage, what is the meaning of the sentence ‘The writing is already on
the wall'?

Q.6 A great deal of discussion continues as to the real extent of global environmental
degradation and its implications What few people challenge however is that the renewable
natural resources of developing countries are today subject to stresses of unprecedented
magnitude these pressures are brought about in part by increased population and the quest
for an ever expanding food supply Because the health nutrition and general well-being of the
poor majority are directly dependent on the integrity and productivity of their natural
resources the capability of governments to manage them effectively over the long term
becomes of paramount importance Developing countries are becoming more aware of the
ways in which present and future economic development must build upon a sound and
sustainable natural resource base some are looking at our long tradition in environmental
protection and are receptive to US assistance which recognizes the uniqueness of the social
and ecological systems in these tropical countries Developing countries recognize the need
to improve their capability to analyze issues and their own natural resource management in
February 1981,for example AID funded a national Academy of Sciences panel to advise
Nepal on their severe natural resource degradation problems Some countries such as
Senegal India Indonesia and Thailand are now including conservation concerns in their
economic development planning process.Because so many government of developing
nations have recognized the importance of these issues the need today is not merely one of
raising additional consciousness but for carefully designed and sharply focused activities
aimed at management regimes that are essential to the achievement of sustained
development

c.There has been a pronounced deterioration of habitat all over the globe because of

Today, Mike and his mom are going to the library. Mike wants to find a book to read. His
Mom wants to use a computer there. When they get ot the library. Mike finds a book about
detectives. He also finds a book with chapters about a friendly ghost. Finally, he finds a book
about a man who lives in the woods without food or water.He puts the books on the front
desk and waits for his mom.Mike's mom sit at one of the computers in the library. She checks
er email and looks at pictures of flowers on the internet. Then she reads a news article on a
website. Mike's mom leaves the computer and walks over to Mike, holding up something out
for him. Mike looks at her quizzcally, It takes him a moment to recognize w that movie for us

pizza

D. Provide tips about how to make
your pizza especially delicious

A. Everything is uncertain now-a-
days.

B. Changes have already taken
place

D. You cannot change the future

B. Unprecedented urbanization and
dislocation of self contained rural
communities

C. Optimum degree of
industrialization in the developing
countries

D. Large scale deforestation and
desertification

A. abnormally , strangely , weirdly

D Amniialhs AavaAlanahs  inAiffArAanth
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to watch tonight, " says Mike's mom"Sure,"Mike says, now holding the movie out in front of

him. He reads the cover while walking back to the library entrance. He puts his books and the

movie on the front desk to check out.A librarian stands behind the counter holding an
electronic scanner. "How long can we keep them?"Mike asks her."Three weeks, "says the
librarian."Cool,"says Mike.Suddenly, Mike is surprised. His mother is checking out something
else that is too big to put on the desk. It's a picture of the ocean."What is that for?"Mike
asks."To put on our wall at home, "says Mike's mom.:You can do that?"Mike asks.Mike's
mom smiles at the librarian. "Yes, "she says, " but we have to return it in three
months."Based on its use in paragraph 4, it can be understood that quizzically belongs to
which of the following word groups?

When you imagine the desert, you probably think of a very hot place covered with
sand.Although this is a good description for many deserts. Earth's | with ice:Antarctica. In
order for an area to be considered a desert, it must receive very little rainfall. More
specifically, it must receive an average of less than ten inches of precipitation - which can be
rain, sleet, hail , or snow - on the ground every year. Antarctica, the coldest place on earth,
has an average temperature that usually falls below the freezing point. And because cold air
holds less moisture than warm air, the air in Antarctica does not hold much moisture at all.
This is evident in the low precipitation statistics recorded for Antarctica. For example , the
central part of Antarctica receives an average of less than 2 inches of snow every year. The
coastline of Antarctica receive a little bit more-between seven and eight inches a year.
Because Antarctica gets so little precipitation every year, it is considered a desert. When
precipitation falls in hot deserts, it quickly evaporates back into the atmosphere. the air over
Antarctica is too cold to hold water vapor, so there is very little evaporation. Due to this low
rate of evaporation, most of the snow that falls to the ground remains there permanently,
eventually building up into thick ice sheets. Any snow that does not freeze into ice sheets
becomes caught up in the strong winds that constantly blow over Antarctica. These snow-
filled winds can make it look as if it is snowing. Even though snowfall is very rare there,
blizzards are actually very common on Antarctica.

Question:

The author writes, " And because cold air holds less moisture than warm air, the air in

Antarctica does not hold much moisture at all." Using this information, it can be
understood that

Fleas are perfectly designed by nature to feast on anything containing blood. Like a
shark in the water or a wolf in the woods, fleas are ideally equipped to do what they
do, making them very difficult to defeat. The bodies of these tiny parasites are
extremely hardy and well-suited for their job.

A flea has a very hard exoskeleton, which means the body is covered by a tough, tile-
like plate called a sclerite. Because of these plates, fleas are almost impossible to
squish. The exoskeletons of fleas are also waterproof of fleas are also waterproof
and shock resistant, and therefore fleas are highly resistant to the sprays and
chemicals used to kill them.

Little spines are attached to his plate. The spine the flea scurries through an animal’'s
fur in — search of grooming pet tries to pull a flea off through the hair coat, these
spines will extend and stick to the fur like Velcro.

Fleas are some of the best jumpers in the natural world. A flea can jump seven
inches, or 150 times its own length, either vertically or horizontally. An equivalent jump
for a person would be 555 feet, the height of the Washington Monument. Fleas can
jump 30,000 times in a row without stopping, and they are able to accelerate through
the air at an incredibly high rate — a rate which is over ten times what humans can
withstand in an airplane.

Fleas have very long rear legs with huge thigh muscles and multiple joints. When they
get ready to jump. They fold their long legs up and crouch like a runner on a staring
block. Several of their joints contain a protein called resilin, which helps catapult fleas
into the air as they jump, similar to the way a rubber band provides momentum to a
slingshot. Outward facing claws on the bottom of their legs grip anything they touch
when they land.

The adult female flea mates after her first blood meal and begins producing eggs in
just 1 to 2 days. One flea can lay up to 50 eggs in one day and over 2,000 in her
lifetime. Flea eggs can be seen with the naked eye, but they are about the size of a
grain of salt. Shortly after being laid, the eggs begin to transform into cocoons. In the

cocoon state, fleas are fully developed adults, and will hatch immediately if conditions

are favorable. Fleas can detect warmth, movement, and carbon dioxide in exhaled
breath, and these three factors stimulate them to emerge as new adults. If the flea
does not detect appropriate conditions, it can remain dormant in the cocoon state for
extended periods. Under ideal conditions, the entire life cycle may only take 3 weeks,
so in no time at all, pets and homes can become infested.

Because of these characteristics, fleas are intimidating opponents. The best way to
control fleas, therefore, is to take steps to prevent an infestation from ever occurring.

According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?

D. Ladudily , Ldieiedaly |, nuniereiiuy
C. passionately , keenly , intensely

B. air surrounding a tropical island
holds less moisture than the air in
Antarctica

C. air in the second floor of a house
is typically warmer than air on the
first floor

D. air at the mountains is typically
colder than the air at the beach

A. Fleas extend their little spines if
threatened

C. Humans can jump higher if they
consume foods containing resilin
D. The resilin found in fleas is used
to make rubber bands



A. fixing the washing machine

On which project will the author need to use the most tools? C. both projects need the same
number of tools
D. neither project needs any tools

Lilly loves her town. She loves the mall. She loves the parks. She also loves her
school. Most of all, though, Lilly loves the seasons. In her old town, it was hot all of the
time.

Sometimes itis cold in Lilly's new town. The cold season is in winter. Once in a while
it snows. Lilly has never seen snow before. So far her, the snow is exciting as well as
very beautiful. Lilly has to wear gloves to keep her hands warm. She also wear a
scarf around her neck.

In spring, flowers bloom and the trees turn green with new leaves. Pollen falls on the
cars and windowsills and makes Lilly sneeze. People work in their yards and mow
their grass.

A. Spring
In summer, Lilly wears her old shorts and sandals- the same ones she used to wear B. Summer
in her old town. It is hot outside, and dogs lie in the shade. Lilly and her friends go to a
pool or play in the water sprinkler. Her father cooks hamburgers on the grill for dinner. D. Winter

Lilly’'s favorite season is autumn. In autumn, the leaves on the trees turn yellow, gold,
red, and orange. Halloween comes in autumn, and this Lilly’s favorite holiday. Every
Halloween, Lilly wears a costume. Last year she wore a mouse costume. This year
she will wear a fish costume.

One evening in autumn, Lilly and her mom are on sitting together on the porch. Mom
tells Lilly that autumn is also called “fall’. This is a good idea, Lilly thinks, because in
the fall all of the leaves fall down from the trees.

Based on information in the passage, we can understand that, which season has two
names?

The history of the modern world is a record of highly varied activity, of incessant

change, and of astonishing achievement. The lives of men have, during the last few

centuries, increasingly diversified, their powers have greatly multiplied, their powers

have greatly multiplied, their horizon been enormously enlarged. New interests have

arisen in rich profusion to absorb attention and to provoke exertion. New aspirations

and new emotions have come to move the soul of men. Amid all the bewildering

phenomena, interest, in particular, has stood out in clear and growing pre-eminence,

has expressed itself in a multitude of ways and with an emphasis more and more

pronounced, namely, the determination of the race to gain a larger measure of

freedom than it has ever known before, freedom in the life of the intellect and spirit,

freedom in the realm of government and law, freedom in the sphere of economic and

social relationship. A passion that has prevailed so widely, that has transformed the ~ A. In the economic sphere
world so greatly, and is still transforming it, is one that surely merits study and B. In larger control of the forces of

abundantly rewards it, its operations constitute the very pith and marrow of modem E:?tlt:?reasing accumulation of

history. knowledge in different fields of
human activity
Not that this passion was unknown to the long ages that proceeded the modern

periods. The ancient Hebrews, the ancient Greeks and Roman blazed the was
leaving behind them a precious heritage of accomplishments and suggestions and
the men who were responsible for the Renaissance of the fifteenth century and the
Reformation of the sixteen century contributed their imperishable part to this slow and
difficult emancipation of the human race. But it is in modern times the pace and
vigour, the scope and sweep of this liberal movement have so increased
unquestionably as to dominate the age, particularly the last three centuries that have
registered great triumphs of spirit.

In what areas do you think have the powers of men greatly multiplied during the last
few centuries?



