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ECAT Pre General Science English Chapter 8 Comprehension

Questions

Do you live in a house? You might be surprised to learn that there are many, many kinds of
houses. Most people in the United States are used to houses made of wood or bricks.But
many people around the word live in houses made of grass, dirt, or cloth.In the Great Rift
Valley of Eritrea, the nomadic people who are in the Atr tribe build their houses of straw.
Their houses are shaped like domes - half spheres. The homes are small and cool. The
people can move their houses when they want to move. Since the people are nomads, they
move often. They take their animals to new places in order to find food.People whi belong to
the Uros tribe of Lake Titicaca. Peru build their houses of reeds. Not only that - they also live
on islands that are made of reeds .Their boats are made of reeds too. About 2,000 people
live on these man-made islands. They started to build their own islands about 500 years
ago.In Andalusia, in the south of Spain, some people live in underground houses.This kind
of house is called a cueba.During the winter, the houses stay warm. During the summer, the
houses stay cool.In Sana'a, Yemen, some people live in tall houses made of bricks. These
bricks are made of clay, straw and soil. The bricks last many years - maybe as long as 500
years. The modern houses in Sana'a are made to look like the older,traditional houses, but
they are made of concrete instead of bricks.In Mindadanao in the Philippines, some people
still live in tree houses. The tree houses are made of bamboo with grass roofs. The houses
are good lookout for snakes and wild animals. The air is cool and the houses stay dry. Now,
most people use these tree houses as meeting places.The fisherman of Sabah, Malaysia
build their houses on the water. They use wood from mangrove trees.This wood stays strong
in the water.The houses receive official addresses form the government.Fujian, China has
many townhouses that are made of hard-packed soil. The dirt becomes as strong as bricks
when it is packed hard. One large family group lives in a townhouse. The townhouses were
built around 300 years ago. A group of townhouses is protected by a thick dirt-packed wall.In
the Gobi Desert in Mongolia, some nomadic people live in homes called gels. These homes
are made of cloth. The cloth is filled with animal hair. Two poles in the center of the house
hold the house up. The people move often to find food for their animals. The houses are
easy to move and set up.Some American Indians live in teepees. These homes are made of
cloth or buffalo hide. There are wooden poles used to hold the teepee up. Now some people
use teepees only for special ceremonies, but people used to live in them all the time.The
traditional houses of Chitos, Greece, are made of stone. They have arched doorways and
indoor courtyards.They have outdoor dining rooms which are decorated with tile and rock.
This means they are ornamented, and made to look more beautiful. The Dayak people of
Indonesia build some of their houses on stilts, several feet the ground. The frame of the
house is made of iron. The walls are made of tree bark. The floors are made of wooden
planks which are placed side by side.The houses are decorated with pictures of water
snakes and rhinoceros birds. These animals are part of the people's story of creation, or
how the world was made.People build their houses to fit the needs of their lives. The houses
are different, but one thing is the same wherever you go. There's no place like home
Question:

Why are Dayak houses decorated with pictures of snakes?

Recent advances in science and technology have made it possible for geneticists to
find out abnormalities in the unborn foetus and take remedial action to rectify some
defects which would otherwise prove to be fatal to the child. Though genetic
engineering is still at its infancy, scientists can now predict with greater accuracy a
genetic disorder. It is not yet an exact science since they are not in a position to
predict when exactly a genetic disorder will set in. While they have not yet been able
to change the genetic order of the gene in germs, they are optimistic and are holding
out that in the near future they might be successful in achieving this feat. They have,
however, acquired the ability in manipulating tissue cells. However, genetic mis-
information can sometimes be damaging for it may adversely affect people
psychologically. Genetic information may lead to a tendency to brand some people
as inferiors. Genetic information can therefore be abused and its applicationin
deciding the sex of the foetus and its subsequent abortion is now hotly debated on
ethical lines. But on this issue geneticists cannot be squarely blamed though this
charge has often been leveled at them. It is mainly a societal problem. At present
genetic engineering is a costly process of detecting disorders but scientists hope to
reduce the costs when technology becomes more advanced. This is why much
progress in this area has been possible in scientifically advanced and rich countries
like the U.S.A., U.K. and Japan. It remains to be seen if in the future this science will

lead to the development of a race of supermen or will be able to obliterate disease
from this world.

Which of the following is not true of the genetic engineering movement?

Tha hictarv nf rivilizatinn chnwe haw man alwmve hae tn rhnnea hatiwaan makina tha rinht

Answers Choice

A. The Dayak people are afraid of
snakes

B. The snake pictures scare away
other animals

D. Both B and C are correct

A. Possibility of abuse
B. It is confronted by ethical
problems

D. Acquired ability to detect genetic
disorders in unborn babies
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and wrong use of the discoveries science. This has never been more true than in our own
age. In a brief period amazing discoveries have been made and applied to practical purpose.

It would be ungrateful not to recognized how immense are the boons which science has A. Malnutrition
given to mankind. It has brought within the reach of multitudes benefits and advantages B. Disease
which only a short time ago were the privilege of the few. It has shown how malnutrition, C. Hunger

hunger and disease can be overcome. It has not only lengthened life but it has depended its
quality. Fields of the work of science the ordinary and fuller life than was ever possible to his
grandparents.

Which of the following can be overcome with the help of science?

Educational planning should aim at meeting the educational needs of the entire
population of all age group. While the traditional structure of education as a three
layer hierarchy from the primary stage to the university represents the core, we should
not overlook the periphery which is equally important. Under modern conditions,
workers need to rewind, or renew their enthusiasm, or strike out in a new direction, or
improve their skills as much as any university professor. The retired and the age have
their needs as well. Educational planning, in their words, should take care of the
needs of everyone.

Our structures of education have been built up on the assumption that there is a

terminal point to education. This basic defect has become all the more harmful today.

A UNESCO report entitled ‘learning to Be’ prepared by Edgar Faure and others in . !

1973 asserts that the education of children must prepare the future adult for various Qéggznagng%vzﬂgggg entional
forms of self — learning. A viable education system of the future should consist of B. Longer durations for all formal
modules with different kinds of functions serving a diversity of constituents. And courses

performance, not the period of study, should be the basis for credentials. The writing

is already on the wall. D. More weight for actual

In view of the fact that the significance of a commitment of lifelong learning and performance than real understanding

lifetime education is being discussed only in recent years even in educationally
advanced countries, the possibility of the idea becoming an integral part of
educational thinking seems to be a far cry. For, to move in that direction means such
more than some simple rearrangement of the present organization of education. But
a good beginning can be made by developing Open University programs for older
learners of different categories and introducing extension services in the conventional
colleges and schools. Also these institutions should learn to cooperate with the
numerous community organizations such as libraries. Museums, municipal
recreational programs, health services etc.

Integrating the concept of lifelong learning with the educational structure would imply

When her grandmother’s health began to deteriorate in the fall of 1994, Mary would
make the drive from Washington, DC to Winchester every few days.

She hated highway driving, finding it ugly and monotonous. She preferred to take
meandering back roads to her grandmother’s hospital. When she drove through the
rocky town of Harpers Ferry, the beauty of the rough waters churning at the
intersection of the Shenandoah and Potomac rivers always captivated her.

Toward the end of her journey, Mary had to get on highway 81. It was here that she
discovered a surprising bit of beauty during one of her trips. Along the median of the
highway, there was a long stretch of wildflowers. They were thin and delicate and
purple, and swayed in the wind as if whispering poems to each other.

The first time she saw the flowers, Mary was seized by an uncontrollable urge to pull
over on the highway and yank a bunch from the soil. She carried them into her
grandmother’s room when she arrived at the hospital and placed them in a water A. Energized

pitcher by her bed. For a moment her grandmother seemed more lucid than usual.

She thanked Mary for the flowers, commented on their beauty and asked where she ~ C- Humbled
had gotten them. Mary was overjoyed by the ability of the flowers to wake something ~ D- Relaxed
up inside her ailing grandmother.

Afterwards, Mary began carrying scissors in the car during her trips to visit her
grandmother. She would quickly glide onto the shoulder, jump out of the car, and clip
a bunch of flowers. Each time Mary placed the flowers in the pitcher, her
grandmother’s eyes would light up and they would have a splendid conversation.

One morning in late October, Mary got a call that her grandmother had taken a turn
for the worse. Mary was in such a hurry to get to her grandmother that she sped past
her flower spot. She decided to turn around head several miles back, and cut a
bunch. Mary arrived at the hospital to find her grandmother very weak and
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her fingers. It was the last conversation they had.

As used in the beginning of the story, which is the best definition for ‘captivated’?

Nepal, a small, mountainous country tucked between India and China, may seem completely
foreign to many Americans. Cows milk down busy streets unharmed, 24 different languages
are spoken, and people eat two meals of rice and lentils every day. Nepali holidays, many of
which are related to the Hindu religion. can seem especially bizarre to Americans unfamiliar
with the culture. However, if we look beyond how others celebrate to consider the things they
are celebrating, we find surprising similarities to our own culture.The biggest holiday in Nepal
is Dashain, a ten-day festival for the Hindu goddess Durga that takes place in September or
October. According to Hindu beliefs, Durga defeated the evil demons of the world. To thank
the goddess, people visit temples in her honor and sacrifice goats or sheep as offerings.
Throughout the year, most Nepalis do not eat much meat because it is expensive, but
Dashain is a time to enjoy meat every day. Children fly colorful, homemade kites during
Dashain. People also construct enormous bamboo swings on street corners and in
parks.Every evening people gather at these swings and take turns swinging. Nepalis is a
time for people to eat good food, relax and enjoy themselves.Aside from eating and enjoying
themselves, during Dashain people also receive blessings from their elders. Schools and
offices shut down so people can travel to be with their families. Reuniting with family reminds
people of the importance of kindness, respect, and forgiveness. People also clean and
decorate their homes for Dashain. And, like many holidays in the United States, it is a time
for shopping. Children and adults alike get new clothes for the occasion. People express
appreciation for all that they have, while looking forward to good fortune and peace in the
year to come.During American holidays, people may not sacrifice goats or soar on bamboo
swings, but we do often travel to be with family members and take time off work or school to
relax. No matter how we celebrate, many people around the world spend their holidays
honoring family, reflecting on their blessings, and hoping for good fortune in the future.
Question:

Which of the following sentences from the passage best indicates why the author

thinks Nepal would seem very foreign to many Americans?

"Tolerable state of balance" in the last sentence may mean

The purpose of education is to make the student an expert in his subject. This must
be clearly understood, and mere mudding through lessons and lectures and books
and passing examinations are relegated to secondary importance as means to the

end-which is excellence in the field chosen.

But there are so many fields, and no man can become an expert in all the fields it is
necessary to decide which fields are important ones that a man should know well.

It is clear that one’s own work is the most important. This has been realized and
modern civilization has accordingly provided vocational education. It is now possible
to acquire high professional skill in the various fields, medicine, engineering
production, commerce and so on-but with good and bad mixed together, and no
standard for guidance.

What, according to the writer, is the end?

The Baxter house is located at the end of the street. This house sits farther back from
the curb than the other houses. It is almost difficult to see from the road without
peering behind the deformed oak tree that has obscured it for years. Even so, the
Baxter house stands out from the other houses on the street. It is tall and white.
However, this white is no longer pristinely white, but a dingy grayish cram color. Long
vines hang from the tattered roof. The Baxter house is two stories tall and has a large
yard in the back that has never been mowed. The other houses on the street are a
mere one story and have been painted a variety of colors. The newer, single story
properties all appear to have been built around the same time; the yards mostly
being of the same size, and the houses appearing to be clones of one another. Aside
from the Baxter house at the end, this street is a perfect slice of middle America. The
inhabitants of the other houses wonder who lives in the ancient, dilapidated house at
the end of the street.

Based on its use in passage, it can be understood that ‘dilapidated’ belongs to which
of the following words groups?

Q.6 A great deal of discussion continues as to the real extent of global environmental
degradation and its implications What few people challenge however is that the renewable
natural resources of developing countries are today subject to stresses of unprecedented
magnitude these pressures are brought about in part by increased population and the quest

far an avar avnandina fand ciinnlhy Raraiiea tha haalth niitritinn and nanaral wall-haina Af tha

B. "Every evening people gather at
these swings and take turns
swinging."

C. "People also clean and decorate
their homes for Dashain."

D. "During American holidays, people
may not scarifice goats or soar on
bamboo swings, but we do often
travel to be with family members and
take time off work or school to relax."

A. An adequate level of police force
B. A reasonable level of economic
equality

D. A reasonable check on economic
power

B. Passing the examination
C. Earning more and more
D. Cramming lectures and books

A. Rickety, Neglected, Run-down

C. Dejected, Crushed, Melancholy
D. Discarded, Abandoned,
Discharged
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poor majority are directly dependent on the integrity and productivity of their natural
resources the capability of governments to manage them effectively over the long term
becomes of paramount importance Developing countries are becoming more aware of the
ways in which present and future economic development must build upon a sound and
sustainable natural resource base some are looking at our long tradition in environmental
protection and are receptive to US assistance which recognizes the uniqueness of the social
and ecological systems in these tropical countries Developing countries recognize the need
to improve their capability to analyze issues and their own natural resource management in
February 1981,for example AID funded a national Academy of Sciences panel to advise
Nepal on their severe natural resource degradation problems Some countries such as
Senegal India Indonesia and Thailand are now including conservation concerns in their
economic development planning process.Because so many government of developing
nations have recognized the importance of these issues the need today is not merely one of
raising additional consciousness but for carefully designed and sharply focused activities
aimed at management regimes that are essential to the achievement of sustained
development

d.The poor people of the developing world can lead a happy and contented life if

A. There is a North-South dialogue
and aid flows freely to the developing
world

B. Industries based on agriculture
are widely developed

D. There is an assured supply of
food and medical care

When Greg went to the giant aquarium near his house, he had one type of animal that he

loved to watch. He liked dolphins and manatees, but he loved whales. Baluga whales from

the arctic were really neat, but it was the Killer Whales especially that had his heart.For

hours, from the park opening untill closing, he could watch them. Their black-and-white

patterned skin reminded him of a tuxedo, a penguin,or even a zebra, but on the whales it

seemed even more special. It made them stand out in the water.Their playfulness and

intelligence amazed him, too. He liked to watch the trainers coax them through jumps,leaps,

and other tricks. They talked and squawked at the trainers. One time the trainer even got

launched into the air off the whale's nose. It was an impressive feat.It always surprised him

now fast and agile such a massive creature could be. He always expected them to be slow

and lumbering, but they were fast like a bullet, darting through their huge tanks and

exploding from the water.In the park, they were fast like a bullet, darting through their huge B. cute
tanks and exploding from the water.In the park, they ate fish and other snacks, and lots of C. friendly
them. In the wild, he understood why they had their fierce name. They could eat seals, sea D. very humorous
lions, small whales, and just about anything they could catch. Their teeth were sharp and

predatory. They were the top of the food chain - even more dangerous than sharks.The

Killer Whales were amazing animals. They inspired him to learn more about the sea. He

thought that some day he might want to be a marine biologist.Then, he could learn about his

favourite animals as a job.For now, he'd have to settle for watching them through the tank's

glass and reading about them. However, there was always the future.

Question:

Even through look cool and nice, Greg knows killer whales are what?

The public distribution system, which provides food at low prices, is a subject of vital
concern. There is a growing realization that thought Pakistan has enough food to
feed its masses three square meals a day, the monster of starvation and food
insecurity continues to haunt the poor in our country.

Increasing the purchasing power of the poor through providing productive
employment leading to rising income, and thus good standard of living is the ultimate
objective of public policy. However, till then, there is a need to provide assured supply
of food through a restructured more efficient and decentralized public distribution

system (PDS).

Although the PDS is extensive — it is one of the largest such systems in the world — it
has yet to reach the rural poor and the far off places. It remains an urban
phenomenon, with the majority of the rural poor still out of its reach due to lack of
economic and physical access. The poorest in the cities and the migrants are left out,
for they generally do not possess ration cards. The allocation of PDS supplies in big
cities is larger than in rural areas. In view of such deficiencies in the system, the PDS
urgently needs to be streamlined. In addition, considering the large food grains
production combined with food subsidy on one hand and the continuing slow

starvation and dismal poverty of the rural population on the other, there is a strong A. Vigor
case for making PDS target group oriented. B. Energy
C. Influence

The growing salaried class is provided job security, regular income, and percent
insulation against inflation. These gains of development have not percolated down to
the vast majority of our working population. If one compares only dearness allowance
to the employees in public and private sector and looks at its growth in the past few
years, the rising food subsidy is insignificant to the point of inequity. The food subsidy
is a kind of D.A. to the poor, the self-employed and those in the unorganized sector of
the economy. However, what is most unfortunate is that out of the large budget of the
so — called food subsidy, the major part of it is administrative cost and wastages. A
small portion of the above budget goes to the real consumer and an even lesser
portion to the poor who are in real need.

It is true that subsidies should not become a permanent feature except for the
destitute, disabled widows and the old. It is also true that subsidies often create a
psychology of dependence and hence is habit — forming, killing the general initiative
of the people. By making PDS target group oriented, not only the poorest and

neeadiast woiilld he reached withniit additinnal cast hiit it will actiallv ciit overall coste



13

14

PR UL YU MM A U AT U Y YL I UL A M U AT Uty o R R S 2 e et b LI

mcurred on large cities and for better off localities. When the food and food subS|dy
are limited the rural and urban poor should have the priority in the PDS supplies. The
PDS should be closely linked with programs of employment generation and nutrition
improvement.

Which of the following words is the same in meaning as 'power' as used in the passage?

Yellowstone National Park is the U.S. States of Wyoming, I[daho and Montana. It
became the first National Park in 1872. There are geysers and hot springs at
Yellowstone. There are also many animals at Yellowstone. There are elk, bison,
sheep, grizzly, black bears, moose, coyotes, and more.

More than 3 million people visit Yellowstone National Park year. During the winter,
visitors can ski or go snowmobiling there. There are also snow coaches that give
tours. Visitors can see steam (vapor water) come from the geysers. During other
seasons, visitors can go boating or fishing. People can ride horses there. There are
nature trails and tours. Most visitors want to see Old Faithful, a very predictable
geyser at Yellowstone Visitors can check a schedule to see the exact time that Old
Faithful is going to erupt. There are many other geysers and boiling springs in the
area. Great Fountain Geyser erupts every 11 hours. Excelsior Geyser produces
4,000 gallons of boiling water each minute! Boiling water is 100 degrees Celsius, or
212 degrees Fahrenheit — that’s very hot! People also like to see the Grand
Prismatic Spring. It is the largest hot spring in the park. it has many beautiful colors.
The beautiful colors are caused by bacteria in the water. These are forms of life that
have only one cell. Different bacteria live in different water temperatures. Visiting
Yellowstone National Park can be a week — long vacation or more. It is beautiful and
there are activities for everyone.

What causes colors in the springs?

When her grandmother’s health began to deteriorate in the fall of 1994, Mary would
make the drive from Washington, DC to Winchester every few days.

She hated highway driving, finding it ugly and monotonous. She preferred to take
meandering back roads to her grandmother’s hospital. When she drove through the
rocky town of Harpers Ferry, the beauty of the rough waters churning at the
intersection of the Shenandoah and Potomac rivers always captivated her.

Toward the end of her journey, Mary had to get on highway 81. It was here that she
discovered a surprising bit of beauty during one of her trips. Along the median of the
highway, there was a long stretch of wildflowers. They were thin and delicate and
purple, and swayed in the wind as if whispering poems to each other.

The first time she saw the flowers, Mary was seized by an uncontrollable urge to pull
over on the highway and yank a bunch from the soil. She carried them into her
grandmother’s room when she arrived at the hospital and placed them in a water
pitcher by her bed. For a moment her grandmother seemed more lucid than usual.
She thanked Mary for the flowers, commented on their beauty and asked where she
had gotten them. Mary was overjoyed by the ability of the flowers to wake something
up inside her ailing grandmother.

Afterwards, Mary began carrying scissors in the car during her trips to visit her
grandmother. She would quickly glide onto the shoulder, jump out of the car, and clip
a bunch of flowers. Each time Mary placed the flowers in the pitcher, her
grandmother’s eyes would light up and they would have a splendid conversation.

One morning in late October, Mary got a call that her grandmother had taken a turn
for the worse. Mary was in such a hurry to get to her grandmother that she sped past
her flower spot. She decided to turn around head several miles back, and cut a
bunch. Mary arrived at the hospital to find her grandmother very weak and
unresponsive. She placed flowers in the pitcher and sat down. She felt a squeeze on
her fingers. It was the last conversation they had.

What do the flowers come to signify most for Mary?

Educational planning should aim at meeting the educational needs of the entire
population of all age group. While the traditional structure of education as a three
layer hierarchy from the primary stage to the university represents the core, we should
not overlook the periphery which is equally important. Under modern conditions,
workers need to rewind, or renew their enthusiasm, or strike out in a new direction, or
improve their skills as much as any university professor. The retired and the age have
their needs as well. Educational planning, in their words, should take care of the
needs of everyone.

A. Sunlight

C. Eruptions
D. Temperatures

A. The natural beauty of U.S.
highways

B. An opportunity to compose herself
before visiting her grandmother

D. A way to make the hospital room
more pleasant
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Our structures of education have been built up on the assumption that there is a
terminal point to education. This basic defect has become all the more harmful today.
A UNESCO report entitled ‘learning to Be’ prepared by Edgar Faure and others in
1973 asserts that the education of children must prepare the future adult for various
forms of self — learning. A viable education system of the future should consist of
modules with different kinds of functions serving a diversity of constituents. And
performance, not the period of study, should be the basis for credentials. The writing
is already on the wall.

In view of the fact that the significance of a commitment of lifelong learning and
lifetime education is being discussed only in recent years even in educationally
advanced countries, the possibility of the idea becoming an integral part of
educational thinking seems to be a far cry. For, to move in that direction means such
more than some simple rearrangement of the present organization of education. But
a good beginning can be made by developing Open University programs for older
learners of different categories and introducing extension services in the conventional
colleges and schools. Also these institutions should learn to cooperate with the
numerous community organizations such as libraries. Museums, municipal
recreational programs, health services etc.

Which of the following best describes the purpose of the author?

Many people like to eat pizza, but not everyone knows knows how to make it. Making
the perfect pizza can be complicated, but there are lots of ways for you to make basic
version at home.

When you make pizza, you must begin with the crust. The crust can be hard to make.
If you want to make the crust yourself, you will have to make dough using flour, water,
and yeast. You will have to knead the dough with your hands. If you do not have
enough time to do this, you can use a prepared crust that you buy from the store.

After you have chosen your crust, you must then add the sauce. Making your own
sauce from scratch can take a long time. You have to buy tomatoes, peel them, and
then cook them with spices. If this sounds like too much work, you can also purchase
jarred sauce from the store. Many jarred sauces taste almost as good as the kind you
make at home.

Now that you have your crust and your sauce, you need to add the cheese. Cheese
comes from milk, which comes from cows. Do you have a cow in your backyard? Do
you how to milk the cow? Do you know how to turn that milk into cheese? If not, you
might want to buy cheese from the grocery store instead of making it yourself. When
you have the crust, sauce, and cheese ready, you can add other toppings. Some
people like to put meat on their pizza, while other people like to add vegetables.
Some people even like to add pineapple! The best part of making a pizza at home is
that you can customize it by adding your own favorite ingredients

As used | paragraph 5, which is the best definition for “customize™?

The history of the modern world is a record of highly varied activity, of incessant
change, and of astonishing achievement. The lives of men have, during the last few
centuries, increasingly diversified, their powers have greatly multiplied, their powers
have greatly multiplied, their horizon been enormously enlarged. New interests have
arisen in rich profusion to absorb attention and to provoke exertion. New aspirations
and new emotions have come to move the soul of men. Amid all the bewildering
phenomena, interest, in particular, has stood out in clear and growing pre-eminence,
has expressed itself in a multitude of ways and with an emphasis more and more
pronounced, namely, the determination of the race to gain a larger measure of
freedom than it has ever known before, freedom in the life of the intellect and spirit,
freedom in the realm of government and law, freedom in the sphere of economic and
social relationship. A passion that has prevailed so widely, that has transformed the
world so greatly, and is still transforming it, is one that surely merits study and
abundantly rewards it, its operations constitute the very pith and marrow of modem
history.

Not that this passion was unknown to the long ages that proceeded the modern
periods. The ancient Hebrews, the ancient Greeks and Roman blazed the was
leaving behind them a precious heritage of accomplishments and suggestions and
the men who were responsible for the Renaissance of the fifteenth century and the
Reformation of the sixteen century contributed their imperishable part to this slow and
difficult emancipation of the human race. But it is in modern times the pace and
vigour, the scope and sweep of this liberal movement have so increased
unquestionably as to dominate the age, particularly the last three centuries that have

ranictAarad Araat tritimanhe Af onirit

A. To criticize the present
educational system

B. To strengthen the present
educational parctices

C. To support non-conventional
educational organizations

B. To prepare for more than one
C. To eat while hot
D. To desire

A. The modern age

B. The time of the French Revolution

C. The Renaissance and the
Reformation
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In what epochs of modern history have men especially contributed to the
emancipation of human race?

The Baxter house is located at the end of the street. This house sits farther back from
the curb than the other houses. It is almost difficult to see from the road without
peering behind the deformed oak tree that has obscured it for years. Even so, the
Baxter house stands out from the other houses on the street. It is tall and white.
However, this white is no longer pristinely white, but a dingy grayish cram color. Long
vines hang from the tattered roof. The Baxter house is two stories tall and has a large
yard in the back that has never been mowed. The other houses on the street are a
mere one story and have been painted a variety of colors. The newer, single story
properties all appear to have been built around the same time; the yards mostly
being of the same size, and the houses appearing to be clones of one another. Aside
from the Baxter house at the end, this street is a perfect slice of middle America. The
inhabitants of the other houses wonder who lives in the ancient, dilapidated house at
the end of the street.

The inhabitants of the other houses

Philadelphia is a city known for many things. It is where the Declaration of
independence was signed in 1776, and it was also the first capital of the United
States. But one fact about Philadelphia is not so well-known: it is home to nearly

3,000 murals painted on the sides of homes and buildings around the city. In fact, itis
said that Philadelphia has more murals than any other city in the world, with the
exception of Rome. How did this come to be?

More than 20 years ago, a New Jersey artist named Jane Golden started a program
pairing troubled youth with artists to paint murals on a few buildings around the city.
Form this small project, something magical happened. The young people involved
helped to create magnificent pieces of art, but there were other, perhaps more
important benefits. The young people learned to collaborate and get along with many
different kinds of people during the various steps required to paint and design a
mural. They learned to be responsible, because they needed to follow a schedule to
make sure the murals were completed. They also learned to take pride in their
community. It is hard for any resident to see the spectacular designs and not feel
proud to be a part of Philadelphia.

Take a walk around some of the poorest neighborhoods | Philadelphia,
neighborhoods full of broken windows and littered front steps, and you will find
beautiful works of art on the sides and fronts of buildings. Of course they murals are
not just in poor neighborhoods, but more affluent ones as well. Special buses take
tourists to different parts of the city to see the various murals, which range from huge
portraits of historical heroes, to cityscapes, to scenes depicting the diverse ethnic
groups that call Philadelphia home.

As a result of its success, the mural program created by Jane Golden has now
become the nation’s largest public art program and a model for to troubled youth.

Based on information in the passage, the author most likely believes that

In the early 1920's, settlers came to Alaska looking for gold. They traveled by boat to the
coastal towns of Seward and Knik, and from there by land into the gold fields. The trail they
used to travel inland is known today as the Iditarod Trail, one of the National Historic Trails
designated by the congress of the United States. The Iditarod Trail quickly became a major
thoroughfare in Alaska, as the mail and supplies were carried across this trail. People also
used it to get from place to place, including the priests, ministers, and judges who had to
travel between villages down this trail was via god sled.

Once the gold rush ended, many gold-seekers went back to where they had come from, and
suddenly there was much less travel on the Iditarod Trail. The introduction of the airplane in
the late 1920's meant dog teams were mode of transportation, of course airplane carrying
the mail and supplies, there was less need for land travel in general. The final blow to the
use of the dog teams was the appearance of snowmoniles.

By the mid 1960's most Alasknas didn't even know the Iditarod Trail existed, or that dos
teens had played a crucial role in Alaska's early settlements. Dorothy G.Page, a self-made
historian, recognized how few people knew about the former use of sled dogs as working
animals and about the Iditarod Trail's role in Alaska's colorful history. To she came up with
the idea to have a god sled race over the Iditarod Trail. She presented her idea to an
enthusiastic musher, as dog sled drivers are known, named Joe Redington, Sr. Soon the
naneas and the Redintnns were wnrkina tnaether tn nromnte the idea of the Iditarnd race

A. Wonder why the owner does not
take care of his or her house

C. Wish their houses were more
uniquely designed
D. Wish they had larger yards

A. There are too many murals in
Philadelphia

C. All troubled youth should learn
how to paint

D. Every city in the country should
adopt the mural program

A. More people could compete in the
Iditarod race

B. The mushers had to get
permission from the U.S. Army to
hold the race
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Many people worked to make the first Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race a reality in 1967. The
Aurora Dog Mushers Club, along with men from the Adult Camp in Sutton, helped clear years
of overgrowth from the first nine miles of the Iditarod Trail. To raise interest in the race, a
$25,000 purse was offered, with Joe Redington donating one acre of his land to help raise
the funds. The short race, approximately 27 miles long, was put on a second time in 1969.

After these first two successful races, the goal was to lengthen the race a little further to the
ghost town of Iditarod by 1973. However in 1972, the U.S. Army reopened the trail as a
winter exercise, and so in 1973, the decision was made to take the race all the way to the city
of Nome-over 1,000 miles. There were who believed it could bot be done and that it wad
crazy to send a bunch out into vast, uninhabited Alaskan wilderness. But the race went! 22
mushers finished that year, and to date over 400 people have completed it.

Based on information in the passage, it can be inferred that because the U.S. Army
reopened the Iditarod Trail in 1972,

D. The Iditarod race became a
seasonal Army competition



