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On January 3, 1961, nine days after Christmas, Richard Legg, John Byrnes, and
Richard McKinley were killed in a remote desert in eastern Idaho. Their deaths
occurred when a nuclear reactor exploded at a top-secret base in the National
Reactor Testing Station (NRTS). Official reports state that the explosion and
subsequent reactor meltdown resulted from the improper retraction of the control rod.
When questioned about the events that occurred there, officials were very reticent.
The whole affair, in fact, was discussed much, and seemed to disappear with time.

In order to grasp the mysterious nature of the NRTS catastrophe, it help to know a bit
about how nuclear reactors work. After all, the generation of nuclear energy may
strike many as an esoteric process. However, given its relative simplicity, the way in
which the NRTS reactor functions is widely comprehensible. In this particular kind of
reactor, a cluster of nine-ton uranium fuel rods are positioned lengthwise around a
central control rod. The reaction begins with the slow removal of the control ro, which
starts a controlled nuclear reaction and begins to heat the water in the reactor. This
heat generates steam, which builds pressure inside the tank. As pressure builds, the
steam looks for a place to escape. The only place this steam is able to escape is
through the turbine. As it passes through the turbine on its way out of the tank, it turns
the giant fan blades and produces energy.

On the morning of January 3, after the machine had been shut down for the holidays,
the three men arrived at the station to restart the reactor. The control rod needed to
be pulled out only four inches to be reconnected to the automated driver. However,
records indicate that Byrnes yanked it out 23 inches, over five times the distance
necessary. In milliseconds the reactor exploded. Legg was impaled on the ceiling;
he would be discovered last. It took one week and a lead-shielded crane to remove
his body. Even in full protective gear, workers were only able to work a minute at a
time. The three men are buried in lead-lined coffins under concrete in New York,
Michigan, and Arlington Cemetery, Virginia.

The investigation took nearly two years to complete. Did Byrnes have a dark motive?
Or was it simply an accident? Did he know how precarious the procedure was?
Other operators were questioned as to whether they knew the consequences of
pulling the control rod out so far. They responded “Of course! We often talked about
what we would do if we were at a radar station and the Russians came.

“We’d yank it out.”

Official reports are oddly ambiguous, but what they do not explain, gossip does.
Rumors had it that there was tension between the men because Byrnes suspected
the other two of being involved with his young wife. There is little doubt than he, like
the other operators, knew exactly what would happen when he yanked the control
rod.

As used in paragraph 4, which is the best synonym for precarious?

A. Slow
B. Difficult
C. Risky
D. Involved

2

Identify Error

Walking up in morning with the knowledge that one simply had to get out of bed that
there was no possibility of turning on for an extra doze. No error

A. A
B. B
C. C
D. D
E. E

3 Dauntless : Courage
A. Unruffled : Composure
B. Energetic : Indifference
C. Affordable : Suspicion
D. Ruthless : Compassion

4 A compound break is more serious than a simple one because there is more opportunity for
loss of blood and infection.

A. bruise
B. sprain
C. burn
D. fracture

The Baxter house is located at the end of the street. This house sits farther back from
the curb than the other houses. It is almost difficult to see from the road without
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peering behind the deformed oak tree that has obscured it for years. Even so, the
Baxter house stands out from the other houses on the street. It is tall and white.
However, this white is no longer pristinely white, but a dingy grayish cram color. Long
vines hang from the tattered roof. The Baxter house is two stories tall and has a large
yard in the back that has never been mowed. The other houses on the street are a
mere one story and have been painted a variety of colors. The newer, single story
properties all appear to have been built around the same time; the yards mostly
being of the same size, and the houses appearing to be clones of one another.
Aside from the Baxter house at the end, this street is a perfect slice of middle
America. The inhabitants of the other houses wonder who lives in the ancient,
dilapidated house at the end of the street.

In the middle of the passage, the author writes, “[the Baxter] white is no longer
pristinely white, but a dingy grayish cream color. Long vines hang from the tattered
roof. The Baxter house is two stories tall and has a large yard in the back that has
never been mowed.” Using this information, it can be concluded

A. Does not, or cannot, take care of
the house
B. Plans on buying a new house soon
C. Thinks the other people in the
neighborthood do not like him or his
house
D. Cannot afford to care for his or her
property

6 The songs of new age sound ______ me
A. Badly to
B. Badly
C. Bad
D. Bad to

7

Do you live in a house? You might be surprised to learn that there are many, many kinds of
houses. Most people in the United States are used to houses made of wood or bricks.But
many people around the word live in houses made of grass, dirt, or cloth.In the Great Rift
Valley of Eritrea, the nomadic people who are in the Atr tribe build their houses of straw.
Their houses are shaped like domes - half spheres. The homes are small and cool. The
people can move their houses when they want to move. Since the people are nomads, they
move often. They take their animals to new places in order to find food.People whi belong to
the Uros tribe of Lake Titicaca. Peru build their houses of reeds. Not only that - they also live
on islands that are made of reeds .Their boats are made of reeds too. About 2,000 people
live on these man-made islands. They started to build their own islands about 500 years
ago.In Andalusia, in the south of Spain, some people live in underground houses.This kind
of house is called a cueba.During the winter, the houses stay warm. During the summer, the
houses stay cool.In Sana'a, Yemen, some people live in tall houses made of bricks. These
bricks are made of clay, straw and soil.The bricks last many years - maybe as long as 500
years. The modern houses in Sana'a are made to look like the older,traditional houses, but
they are made of concrete instead of bricks.In Mindadanao in the Philippines, some people
still live in tree houses. The tree houses are made of bamboo with grass roofs. The houses
are good lookout for snakes and wild animals. The air is cool and the houses stay dry. Now,
most people use these tree houses as meeting places.The fisherman of Sabah, Malaysia
build their houses on the water. They use wood from mangrove trees.This wood stays
strong in the water.The houses receive official addresses form the government.Fujian,
China has many townhouses that are made of hard-packed soil. The dirt becomes as strong
as bricks when it is packed hard. One large family group lives in a townhouse. The
townhouses were built around 300 years ago. A group of townhouses is protected by a thick
dirt-packed wall.In the Gobi Desert in Mongolia, some nomadic people live in homes called
gels. These homes are made of cloth. The cloth is filled with animal hair. Two poles in the
center of the house hold the house up. The people move often to find food for their animals.
The houses are easy to move and set up.Some American Indians live in teepees. These
homes are made of cloth or buffalo hide. There are wooden poles used to hold the teepee
up. Now some people use teepees only for special ceremonies, but people used to live in
them all the time.The traditional houses of Chitos, Greece, are made of stone. They have
arched doorways and indoor courtyards.They have outdoor dining rooms which are
decorated with tile and rock. This means they are ornamented, and made to look more
beautiful.The Dayak people of Indonesia build some of their houses on stilts, several feet
the ground. The frame of the house is made of iron. The walls are made of tree bark. The
floors are made of wooden planks which are placed side by side.The houses are decorated
with pictures of water snakes and rhinoceros birds. These animals are part of the people's
story of creation, or how the world was made.People build their houses to fit the needs of
their lives. The houses are different, but one thing is the same wherever you go. There's no
place like home
Question:
Why are Dayak houses decorated with pictures of snakes?

A. The Dayak people are afraid of
snakes
B. The snake pictures scare away
other animals
C. The snakes are part of the Dayak
creation story
D. Both B and C are correct

8 Fragile : Break

A. Flexible : Bend
B. Vital : Differentiated

C. Hostile : Invite
D. Vivid : Grow

9 Atheist
A. Hypnotic
B. Bane
C. Believer
D. Theorist

10

Choose correct word or phrase that is most opposite of the word given.

Devoid

A. Liberty
B. Innermost
C. Faithless
D. Replete
E. Cosmos

11 It will be necessary for the doctor to widenthe pupils of your eyes with some drops in order to
examine them

A. Message
B. Treat
C. Dilate



examine them C. Dilate
D. Solar

12 After a period of protracted discus, a muscle will atrophy______both its strength and the
ability to perform its function.

A. Insuring
B. Regaining
C. Sustaining
D. Losing

13

But I do recommend some game as a part of recreation. As long as I could see to play and
sufficient tennis, I enjoyed immensely the game of real or court skill, a very ancient game,
requiring activates as well as some pride, because for the first time, at any rate in the recent
history of the game, an amateur is champion of the sometimes criticized for paying too much
attention to games. Football is a national game of America as well as in England but I do not
suppose that either you or we think that our soldiers fought any worse in the war of having
been fond of football. I put games definitely as a desirable part of recreation, and I would
say: have one or more games of which you are fond, but let them have any rate in youth be
activity of the whole body, as well as skill,

Sport shall be mentioned next. I have had a liking for more than one form of sport, but an
actual passion for salmon and trout fishing. Salmon fishing, as I have enjoyed it, fishing not
from a boat but from one’s feet, either on the bank or wading deep in the stream, is a
glorious and sustained exercise for the whole body, as well as being an exciting-sport; but
many of my friends do not care for it. To them, I say, as one who was fond of George
Meredith’s Novels once said to be man who complained that he should not read them, ‘why
should you?’ if you do not care for fishing, do not fish. Why should you? But if we are to be
one equal term and you are be one the same happy level as I hav3e been, then find
something for yourself which you like as much as I like fishing.

According to the writer, games are a part of:

A. Activity only
B. Skill only
C. Recreation
D. Earning

14

Speech is great blessings but it can also be great curse, for while it helps us to make out
intentions and desires known to our fellows, it can also if we use it carelessly, make our
attitude completely misunderstood. A slip of the tongue , the use of unusual word, or of an
ambiguous word, and so on, may create an enemy where we had hoped to win a friend.
Again, different classes of people use different vocabularies, and the ordinary speech of an
educated may strike an uneducated listener as pompous. Unwittingly, we may use a word
which bears a different meaning to our listener from what it does to men of our own class.
Thus speech is not a gift to use lightly without thought, but one which demands careful
handling. Only a fool will express himself alike to all kinds and conditions to men.
Question:
A 'slip of the tongue' means something said

A. wrongly by choice
B. unintentionally
C. without giving proper thought
D. to hurt another person
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Choose Relative Pair Of Word
  
  EAGLE : AMERICA

A. Bath : turkey
B. John Bull : England
C. Oriole : baseball
D. Status : liberty

16 Capricious
A. Diminutive
B. Sudden
C. Immoral
D. Steady
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The history of the modern world is a record of highly varied activity, of incessant
change, and of astonishing achievement. The lives of men have, during the last few
centuries, increasingly diversified, their powers have greatly multiplied, their powers
have greatly multiplied, their horizon been enormously enlarged. New interests have
arisen in rich profusion to absorb attention and to provoke exertion. New aspirations
and new emotions have come to move the soul of men. Amid all the bewildering
phenomena, interest, in particular, has stood out in clear and growing pre-eminence,
has expressed itself in a multitude of ways and with an emphasis more and more
pronounced, namely, the determination of the race to gain a larger measure of
freedom than it has ever known before, freedom in the life of the intellect and spirit,
freedom in the realm of government and law, freedom in the sphere of economic and
social relationship. A passion that has prevailed so widely, that has transformed the
world so greatly, and is still transforming it, is one that surely merits study and
abundantly rewards it, its operations constitute the very pith and marrow of modem
history.

Not that this passion was unknown to the long ages that proceeded the modern
periods. The ancient Hebrews, the ancient Greeks and Roman blazed the was
leaving behind them a precious heritage of accomplishments and suggestions and
the men who were responsible for the Renaissance of the fifteenth century and the
Reformation of the sixteen century contributed their imperishable part to this slow
and difficult emancipation of the human race. But it is in modern times the pace and
vigour, the scope and sweep of this liberal movement have so increased
unquestionably as to dominate the age, particularly the last three centuries that have
registered great triumphs of spirit.

A. Social and political freedom
B. Moral freedom
C. Freedom to think and act
D. Freedom of the intellect and spirit,
freedom in the realm of government
and law, freedom in the sphere of
economic and social relation



What kinds of freedom have been mentioned in the passage?
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Nepal, a small, mountainous country tucked between India and China, may seem completely
foreign to many Americans. Cows milk down busy streets unharmed, 24 different languages
are spoken, and people eat two meals of rice and lentils every day. Nepali holidays, many of
which are related to the Hindu religion. can seem especially bizarre to Americans unfamiliar
with the culture. However, if we look beyond how others celebrate to consider the things they
are celebrating, we find surprising similarities to our own culture.The biggest holiday in
Nepal is Dashain, a ten-day festival for the Hindu goddess Durga that takes place in
September or October. According to Hindu beliefs, Durga defeated the evil demons of the
world. To thank the goddess, people visit temples in her honor and sacrifice goats or sheep
as offerings. Throughout the year, most Nepalis do not eat much meat because it is
expensive, but Dashain is a time to enjoy meat every day. Children fly colorful, homemade
kites during Dashain. People also construct enormous bamboo swings on street corners and
in parks.Every evening people gather at these swings and take turns swinging. Nepalis is a
time for people to eat good food, relax and enjoy themselves.Aside from eating and enjoying
themselves, during Dashain people also receive blessings from their elders. Schools and
offices shut down so people can travel to be with their families. Reuniting with family reminds
people of the importance of kindness, respect, and forgiveness. People also clean and
decorate their homes for Dashain. And, like many holidays in the United States, it is a time
for shopping. Children and adults alike get new clothes for the occasion. People express
appreciation for all that they have, while looking forward to good fortune and peace in the
year to come.During American holidays, people may not sacrifice goats or soar on bamboo
swings, but we do often travel to be with family members and take time off work or school to
relax. No matter how we celebrate, many people around the world spend their holidays
honoring family, reflecting on their blessings, and hoping for good fortune in the future.
Question:
The author suggests that although people in different cultures celebrate holidays
differently, one similarity is that many people

A. ask for blessings from their elders
during holidays
B. agree that holidays reveal a lot
about a culture
C. believe that holidays must be
celebrated
D. think of holidays as a time to
spend with their families
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Identify Error

He generally maintains that the wife bringing a dowry is an evidence of her
freedom.No error

A. A
B. B
C. C
D. D
E. E

20 Person who pilots or travels in a ballon, airship or other aircraft

A. <span style="color: rgb(0, 0, 0);
font-family: monospace; font-size:
medium; white-space: pre-
wrap;">Acrobat</span>
B. <span style="color: rgb(0, 0, 0);
font-family: monospace; font-size:
medium; white-space: pre-
wrap;">Atronaut</span>
C. <span style="color: rgb(0, 0, 0);
font-family: monospace; font-size:
medium; white-space: pre-
wrap;">Aeronaut</span>
D. <span style="color: rgb(0, 0, 0);
font-family: monospace; font-size:
medium; white-space: pre-
wrap;">Aerobat</span>


