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1

When you imagine the desert, you probably think of a very hot place covered with
sand.Although this is a good description for many deserts. Earth's I with ice:Antarctica. In
order for an area to be considered a desert, it must receive very little rainfall. More
specifically, it must receive an average of less than ten inches of precipitation - which can
be rain, sleet, hail , or snow - on the ground every year. Antarctica, the coldest place on
earth, has an average temperature that usually falls below the freezing point. And because
cold air holds less moisture than warm air, the air in Antarctica does not hold much moisture
at all. This is evident in the low precipitation statistics recorded for Antarctica. For example ,
the central part of Antarctica receives an average of less than 2 inches of snow every year.
The coastline of Antarctica receive a little bit more-between seven and eight inches a year.
Because Antarctica gets so little precipitation every year, it is considered a desert. When
precipitation falls in hot deserts, it quickly evaporates back into the atmosphere. the air over
Antarctica is too cold to hold water vapor, so there is very little evaporation. Due to this low
rate of evaporation, most of the snow that falls to the ground remains there permanently,
eventually building up into thick ice sheets. Any snow that does not freeze into ice sheets
becomes caught up in the strong winds that constantly blow over Antarctica. These snow-
filled winds can make it look as if it is snowing. Even though snowfall is very rare there,
blizzards are actually very common on Antarctica.
Question:
The author writes, " And because cold air holds less moisture than warm air, the air
in Antarctica does not hold much moisture at all." Using this information, it can be
understood that

A. air in Africa holds more moisture
than the air in Antarctica
B. air surrounding a tropical island
holds less moisture than the air in
Antarctica
C. air in the second floor of a house is
typically warmer than air on the first
floor
D. air at the mountains is typically
colder than the air at the beach

2

Arrowheads, which are ancient hunting tools, are often themselves ‘hunted’ for their
interesting value both as artifacts and as art. Some of the oldest arrowheads in the
United States date back 12,000 years. They are not very difficult to find. You need
only to walk with downcast eyes in a field that has been recently tilled for the spring
planting season, and you might find one.

Arrowheads are tiny stones or pieces of wood, bone, or metal which have been
sharpened in order to create a tipped weapon used in hunting. The material is honed
to an edge, usually in a triangular fashion, and is brought to a deadly tip. On the edge
opposite the tip is a flared tail. Though designs vary depending on the region,
purpose, and era of the arrowhead’s origin, the tails serve the same purpose. The
tail of the arrowhead is meant to be strapped onto a shaft, which is a straight
wooden piece such as a spear or an arrow. When combined, the arrowhead point
and the shaft become a lethal projectile weapon to be thrown by arm or shot with a
bow at prey.

Indian arrowheads are important artifacts that give archeologists (scientists who
study past human societies) clues about the lives of Native Americans. By analyzing
an arrowhead’s shape, they can determine the advancement of tool technologies
among certain Native American groups. By determining the origin of the arrowhead
material (bone, rock, wood, or metal), they can trace the patterns of travel and trade
of the hunters. By examine the location of the arrowheads, archeologists can map
out hunting grounds and other social patterns.

Arrowheads are commonly found along riverbanks or near creek beds because
animals drawn to natural water sources to sustain life were regularly found drinking
along the banks. For this reason, riverbeds were a prime hunting ground for the
Native Americans. Now, dry and active riverbeds are prime hunting grounds for
arrowhead collectors.

Indian arrowheads are tiny pieces of history that fit in the palm of your hand. They are
diary entries in the life of a hunter. They are museum pieces that hide in the dirt. They
are symbolic of the eternal struggle between life and death.

Which of the following would be the best title for this passage?

A. Native American Foods and
Hunting
B. The Significance of the Arrowhead
C. How an Archeologist Finds Artifacts
D. Spring Hobbies: 5 Ways to Spend
Your Day Outside

3 Animation
A. cartoons
B. mixing
C. animals
D. hard

In the early 1920's, settlers came to Alaska looking for gold. They traveled by boat to the
coastal towns of Seward and Knik, and from there by land into the gold fields. The trail they
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coastal towns of Seward and Knik, and from there by land into the gold fields. The trail they
used to travel inland is known today as the lditarod Trail, one of the National Historic Trails
designated by the congress of the United States. The Iditarod Trail quickly became a major
thoroughfare in Alaska, as the mail and supplies were carried across this trail. People also
used it to get from place to place, including the priests, ministers, and judges who had to
travel between villages down this trail was via god sled.

Once the gold rush ended, many gold-seekers went back to where they had come from, and
suddenly there was much less travel on the lditarod Trail. The introduction of the airplane in
the late 1920's meant dog teams were mode of transportation, of course airplane carrying
the mail and supplies, there was less need for land travel in general. The final blow to the
use of the dog teams was the appearance of snowmoniles.

By the mid 1960's most Alasknas didn't even know the lditarod Trail existed, or that dos
teens had played a crucial role in Alaska's early settlements. Dorothy G.Page, a self-made
historian, recognized how few people knew about the former use of sled dogs as working
animals and about the Iditarod Trail's role in Alaska's colorful history. To she came up with
the idea to have a god sled race over the Iditarod Trail. She presented her idea to an
enthusiastic musher, as dog sled drivers are known, named Joe Redington, Sr. Soon the
pages and the Redintons were working together to promote the idea of the Iditarod race.

Many people worked to make the first Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race a reality in 1967. The
Aurora Dog Mushers Club, along with men from the Adult Camp in Sutton, helped clear
years of overgrowth from the first nine miles of the Iditarod Trail. To raise interest in the
race, a $25,000 purse was offered, with Joe Redington donating one acre of his land to help
raise the funds. The short race, approximately 27 miles long, was put on a second time in
1969.

After these first two successful races, the goal was to lengthen the race a little further to the
ghost town of Iditarod by 1973. However in 1972, the U.S. Army reopened the trail as a
winter exercise, and so in 1973, the decision was made to take the race all the way to the
city of Nome-over 1,000 miles. There were who believed it could bot be done and that it wad
crazy to send a bunch out into vast, uninhabited Alaskan wilderness. But the race went! 22
mushers finished that year, and to date over 400 people have completed it.

As used in paragraph 2, which is the best definition for ‘mode’

A. Formula
B. Way
C. Preference
D. Option

5

Choose correct word or phrase that is most opposite of the word given.

Auspicious

A. Pictorial
B. III-starred
C. trusting
D. Blunt
E. Scions

6

Speech is great blessings but it can also be great curse, for while it helps us to make out
intentions and desires known to our fellows, it can also if we use it carelessly, make our
attitude completely misunderstood. A slip of the tongue , the use of unusual word, or of an
ambiguous word, and so on, may create an enemy where we had hoped to win a friend.
Again, different classes of people use different vocabularies, and the ordinary speech of an
educated may strike an uneducated listener as pompous. Unwittingly, we may use a word
which bears a different meaning to our listener from what it does to men of our own class.
Thus speech is not a gift to use lightly without thought, but one which demands careful
handling. Only a fool will express himself alike to all kinds and conditions to men.
Question:
Speech can be curse, because it can

A. hurt others
B. lead to carelessness
C. create misunderstanding
D. reveal our intentions

7

When Greg went to the giant aquarium near his house, he had one type of animal that he
loved to watch. He liked dolphins and manatees, but he loved whales. Baluga whales from
the arctic were really neat, but it was the Killer Whales especially that had his heart.For
hours, from the park opening untill closing, he could watch them. Their black-and-white
patterned skin reminded him of a tuxedo, a penguin,or even a zebra, but on the whales it
seemed even more special. It made them stand out in the water.Their playfulness and
intelligence amazed him, too. He liked to watch the trainers coax them through jumps,leaps,
and other tricks. They talked and squawked at the trainers. One time the trainer even got
launched into the air off the whale's nose. It was an impressive feat.It always surprised him
now fast and agile such a massive creature could be. He always expected them to be slow
and lumbering, but they were fast like a bullet, darting through their huge tanks and
exploding from the water.In the park, they were fast like a bullet, darting through their huge
tanks and exploding from the water.In the park, they ate fish and other snacks, and lots of
them. In the wild, he understood why they had their fierce name. They could eat seals, sea
lions, small whales, and just about anything they could catch. Their teeth were sharp and
predatory. They were the top of the food chain - even more dangerous than sharks.The
Killer Whales were amazing animals. They inspired him to learn more about the sea. He
thought that some day he might want to be a marine biologist.Then, he could learn about his
favourite animals as a job.For now, he'd have to settle for watching them through the tank's
glass and reading about them. However, there was always the future.
Question:
Which of these is NOT a reason why Greg likes killer whales?

A. their speed and power
B. their colors
C. their slowness
D. their intelligence

8

Choose correct word or phrase that is most similar to the word given A. Dull
B. Wonderful
C. No longer in existence



8 EXTINCT C. No longer in existence
D. Still in existence
E. Extraordinary

9

Choose correct word or phrase that is most opposite of the word given.

Loutish

A. Dejected
B. Vast
C. Urbane
D. Pitiful
E. Silent

10 DONKEY : TROT
A. monkey : waddle
B. cat : leap
C. mouse : scamper
D. eagle : stride

11

Have you ever wondered what keeps a hot air balloon flying? The same principal that keeps
food frozen in the open chest freezers at the grocery store allows hot air balloons to fly. It's
very basic principle: Hot air rises and cold air falls. So while the super-cooled air in the
grocery store freezer settles down around the food , the hot air in a hot air in a hot air
balloon pushes up, keeping the balloon floating above the ground. In order to understand
more about how this principal works in hot air balloons, it helps to know more about hot air
balloons themselves.<div>A hot air balloon has three major parts: the basket, the burner,
and the envelope. The basket is where passengers ride. The basket is usually made of
wicker. This ensures that it will be comfortable and add little extra weight. The burner is
positioned above the passenger's heads and produced a huge flame to heat the air inside
the envelope. The envelope is the colorful fabric balloon that holds the hot air. When the air
inside the envelop is heated, the balloon rises.</div><div>The pilot can control the up-and-
down movements of the hot air balloon by regulating the heat in the envelope. To ascend,
the pilot heats the air in the envelope. When the pilot is ready to land, the air in the balloon
is allowed to cool and the balloon becomes heavier than air. This make the balloon
descend.</div><div>Before the balloon is launched, the pilot knows which way the wind is
blowing. This means that she has a general idea about which wau the balloon will go. But,
sometimes the pilot can actually control the direction that the balloon flies while in flight. This
is because the air above the ground is sectioned into layers in which the direction of the
wind may be different. So even though the pilot can't steer the balloon, she can fly higher or
lower into a different layer of air. Some days the difference between the directions of the
wind between layers is negligible. But other days the difference is so strong that it can
actually push the balloon in a completely different directionIf the hot air balloon pilot wants to
change directions during flight, what might he or she do to accomplish this?

A. head toward a mountain peak
B. wait for it to rain
C. fly into a cloud
D. fly higher

12 The jug is full ____ milk.
A. Of
B. With
C. In
D. Upon

13 A person who claims to have great love for and understanding of what is 
beautiful in art, nature etc

A. <span style="color: rgb(0, 0, 0);
font-family: monospace; font-size:
medium; white-space: pre-
wrap;">Artist</span>
B. <span style="color: rgb(0, 0, 0);
font-family: monospace; font-size:
medium; white-space: pre-
wrap;">Critic</span>
C. <span style="color: rgb(0, 0, 0);
font-family: monospace; font-size:
medium; white-space: pre-
wrap;">Aesthete</span>
D. <span style="color: rgb(0, 0, 0);
font-family: monospace; font-size:
medium; white-space: pre-
wrap;">Connoisseur</span>

14 Allurging

A. Deceptive
B. Contentious

C. Sensible
D. Enticing

15

Herschel was a Great Dane, which was a big dog. He was actually a puppy, but he was big
enough that he looked like a full-size dog, He was bigger than Todd, his owner. The problem
with Herschel was that he wasn't housebroken yet. He was six months old, but his original
owner had kept him on a porch, where he could go to the bathroom whenever he wanted.
That owner hadn't had a lot of time to take care of a dog, but he'd wanted one anyway.
When he'd moved to another state for work, he'd given up his untrained puppy. It was sad
story, but it looked like it might have a good end. Todd loved dogs, and he liked to spend
time with them. He liked to train them, so he'd adopted Herschel. If it was going to work out, it
would take lots of patience, love,and training.So, Todd woke up early every day. He walked
Herschel immediately. They went for a long walk so Herschel could empty his bladder and
use the bathroom. White Todd was at school, his mother let the dog out in the back yard
every hour.When he returned home, Todd walked Herschel again. He'd put in another walk
before they went to bed, too. With enough opportunities to go to the bathroom outside.
Herschel didn't need to go inside. Still, he had accidents. He wasn't used to going only
outside. It took a lot of patience to clean up his messes. but Todd did it anyway. Dedication
was needed with an animal.They walked an walked every day, and Herschel started walking
better on a leash. He respected his owner. They got along well together, and there were
less and less messes inside. After several weeks, Herschel made it through a day without
any trouble.Todd gave Herschel a hug and a special treat.Then, they went for another walk.
It was great exercise for both of them,and it gave them time together. Todd hoped they
would have many years together. His new friend meant a lot to him.
Question:
Who helps Todd train Herschel?

A. brother
B. sister
C. mother
D. father



Who helps Todd train Herschel?

16

Choose correct word or phrase that is most similar to the word given

BATTER

A. To improve
B. To beat
C. To finish
D. To rise
E. Baking

17 Absurd:
A. Scarcity
B. Adorn
C. Rational
D. Flourish

18

Elephants on the coast of Thailand are acting strange. They stamp their feet and motion
toward the hulls. The sea draws back from the beaches. Fish flop in the mud. Suddenly, a
huge wave appears. This is no ordinary wave. It is a tsunamiTsunami (pronounced "soo-
nah-mee") waves are larger and faster than normal surface waves. A tsunami wave can
travel as fast as a jet plane and can be as tall as a ten-story building. Imagine dropping a
stone into a pond. The water on the surface ripples. A tsunami is like a very powerful ripple.
Tsumais begin when the ocean rises or falls very suddenly. Large amounts of seawater are
displaced. This movement causes huge waves.For a tsunami to occur, there must be some
kind of force that causes the ocean water to become displaced. Most trunamis are caused
by underwater earthquakes. however,volcanoes, landslides, large,icebergs, and even
meteorites are capable of causing one of these mighty waves.Trunamis are extremely
powerful. Ordinary waves lose power when they break. Tsunami waves can remain powerful
for several days. Because tsunami waves are so strong, they can kill people, damage
property , and completely ruin an ecosystem in just one hour.Scientist have no way of
predicting when a tsunami will hit. However, if a powerful enough earthquake
occurs,scientists can issue a warning or a watch. A warning means that a tsunami will very
likely hit soon. A watch means that conditions are favorable for a tsunami. When people are
notified about a watch or a warning, they have more time to prepare. It is best not to get
caught unaware when a tsunami is on the way. Tsunami cause so much destruction
because they

A. cannot be predicted by scientists
B. break on the coast, unlike normal
waves
C. are caused by volcanoes,
landslides and meteorites
D. can be as tall as a ten-story
building

19

Choose correct word or phrase that is most similar to the word given

BANEFUL

A. Generous
B. Kindly
C. Ruinous
D. Severity
E. Superfluous

20 Acrimonious
A. bitter
B. imitative
C. expensive
D. volatile


