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ECAT English Chapter 8 Comprehension

Questions Answers Choice

The year 2006 was the golden anniversary, or the 50th birthday, of the Dwight D.
Eisenhower National System of Interstate and Defense Highways. This system,
usually referred to as The Interstate Highway System, is a system of freeways named
after the U.S. President who supported it. The system is the largest highway system
in the world, consisting of 46,876 miles (75,440 km) of freeways. The construction of
the interstate highway system is an important part of American history. It has played
a major role in preserving and maintaining the America way of life.

The interstate highway system has several major functions. One of its major functions
is to facilitate the distribution of US good. Because the intestate passes through
many downtown areas, it plays an important role in the distribution of almost all
goods in the United States. Nearly all products travel at least part of the way to their
destination on the Interstate System. Another major function of the interstate is to
facilitate military troop movement to and from airports, seaports, rail terminals and
other military destinations. The Interstate highways are connected to route in the
Strategic Highway Network, which is a system of highways that are vital to the U.S.
Department of Defense.

Today, most of the Interstate system consists of newly constructed highways. The
longest section of the Interstate system runs from Boston, Massachusetts to Seattle,
Washington. It covers 3,020.54 miles. The shortest two-digit interstate is from Emery,
North Caroline to Greensboro, North Caroline. It covers only 12.27 miles. All state
capitals except five are served by the system. The five that are not directly served are
Juneau, AK, Dover, DE, Jefferson City, MO, Carson City, NV, and Pierre, SD. The
Interstate Highway System serves almost all major U.S. cities.

EACH Interstate highway is marked with a red, white, and blue shield with the word B. Uphold and exercise it
“Interstate,” the name of the state, and the route number. Interstate highways are C. Strengthen it

named with one or two-digit numbers. North-south highways are designated with D. Make it more pleasant
odd numbers; east-west highways are named with even numbers. The north-south

Interstate highways begin in the west with the lowest odd number; the east-west

highways begin in the south with the lowest even numbers. There all mile markers at

each mile of the interstate system, starting at the westernmost or southernmost point

on the highway. Every Interstate highway begins with the number “0”. Interchanges

are numbered according to their location on the highway in relation to mileage; an

exit between milepost 7 and milepost 8 would be designated “Exit 7.” This system

allows drivers estimate the distance to a desired exit, which a road is leading off the

highway. Despite the common acceptance of the numbering system on the Interstate

highways, some states have adopted different numbering systems. For example, a

portion of the Interstate 19 in Arizona is measured in kilometers instead of miles

since the highway goes south to Mexico.

Since the Interstate highways are freeways-highways that do not have signs and
cross streets — they have the highest speed limits in the nation. Most interstate
highways have speed limits between 65 — 75 miles per hour (105 — 120 kilometers
per hour), but some areas in Texas and Utah have an 80 mile-per-hour (130
kilometer-per-hour) speed limit.

The federal government primarily funds interstate highways. However, they are
owned and operated by the individual states or toll authorities in the states. The
federal government generally funds up to 90% of the cost of an Interstate highway,
while the states pay the remainder of the cost.

When you preserve something, you

Herschel was a Great Dane, which was a big dog. He was actually a puppy, but he was big

enough that he looked like a full-size dog, He was bigger than Todd, his owner. The problem

with Herschel was that he wasn't housebroken yet. He was six months old, but his original

owner had kept him on a porch, where he could go to the bathroom whenever he wanted.

That owner hadn't had a lot of time to take care of a dog, but he'd wanted one anyway.

When he'd moved to another state for work, he'd given up his untrained puppy. It was sad

story, but it looked like it might have a good end. Todd loved dogs, and he liked to spend

time with them. He liked to train them, so he'd adopted Herschel. If it was going to work out, it

would take lots of patience, love,and training.So, Todd woke up early every day. He walked A. The old owner sold Herschel to
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Herscnel Immeaiately. Iney went 1or a Iong Waik SO Herscnel couia empty nis plaaaer ana
use the bathroom. White Todd was at school, his mother let the dog out in the back yard
every hour.When he returned home, Todd walked Herschel again. He'd put in another walk
before they went to bed, too. With enough opportunities to go to the bathroom outside.
Herschel didn't need to go inside. Still, he had accidents. He wasn't used to going only
outside. It took a lot of patience to clean up his messes. but Todd did it anyway. Dedication
was needed with an animal. They walked an walked every day, and Herschel started walking
better on a leash. He respected his owner. They got along well together, and there were less
and less messes inside. After several weeks, Herschel made it through a day without any
trouble.Todd gave Herschel a hug and a special treat. Then, they went for another walk. It
was great exercise for both of them,and it gave them time together. Todd hoped they would
have many years together. His new friend meant a lot to him.

Question:
Why does Todd have Herschel?

It is easy to make delicious-looking hamburger at home. But would this hamburger still look delicious
after it sat on your kitchen table under very bright lights for six or seven hours? if someone took a
picture or made a video of this hamburger after the seventh hour, would anyone want to eat it? More
importantly, do you think you could get millions of people to pay money for this hamburger? These
are the questions that fast food companies worry about when they produce commercials or print ads
for their products. Video and photo shoots often last many hours. The lights that the photographers
use can be extremely hot. These conditions can cause the food to look quite unappealing to
potential consumers. Because of this, the menu items that you see in fast food commercials are
probably not actually edible.Let's use the hamburger as an example. The first step towards building
the commercial hamburger is the bun. The food stylist—a person employed by the company to make
sure the products look perfect—sorts through hundreds of buns until he or she finds one with no
wrinkles. Next, the stylist carefully rearanges the sesame seeds on the bun using glue and
tweezers for maximum visual appeal. The bun is then sprayed with a waterproofing solution so that it
will no get soggy from contact with other ingredients, the lights, or the humidity in the room.Next, the
food stylist shapes a meat patty into a perfect circle. Only the outside of the meat gets cooked-the
inside is left raw so that the meat remains moist. The food stylist then paints the outside of the meat
patty with a mixture of oil, molasses, and brown food coloring. Grill marks are either painted on or
seared into the meat using hot metal skewers.Finally, the food stylist searches through dozens of
tomatoes and heads of lettuce to find the best-looking produce.One leaf of the crispest lettuce and
one center slice of the reddest tomato are selected and then sprayed with glycerin to keep them
looking fresh. So the next time you see a delectable hamburger in a fast food commercial,
remember: you are actually looking at glue, paint, raw meat , and glycerin. Are you still hungry?

Question:

Based on information in the passage, it is most important for the lettuce and tomato used in a fast
food hamburger commercial to

The Baxter house is located at the end of the street. This house sits farther back from
the curb than the other houses. It is almost difficult to see from the road without
peering behind the deformed oak tree that has obscured it for years. Even so, the
Baxter house stands out from the other houses on the street. It is tall and white.
However, this white is no longer pristinely white, but a dingy grayish cram color. Long
vines hang from the tattered roof. The Baxter house is two stories tall and has a large
yard in the back that has never been mowed. The other houses on the street are a
mere one story and have been painted a variety of colors. The newer, single story
properties all appear to have been built around the same time; the yards mostly
being of the same size, and the houses appearing to be clones of one another.
Aside from the Baxter house at the end, this street is a perfect slice of middle
America. The inhabitants of the other houses wonder who lives in the ancient,
dilapidated house at the end of the street.

Which characteristic makes it clear that the “newer, built around the same time”?

Q.6 A great deal of discussion continues as to the real extent of global environmental

degradation and its implications What few people challenge however is that the renewable
natural resources of developing countries are today subject to stresses of unprecedented
magnitude these pressures are brought about in part by increased population and the quest
for an ever expanding food supply Because the health nutrition and general well-being of
the poor majority are directly dependent on the integrity and productivity of their natural
resources the capability of governments to manage them effectively over the long term
becomes of paramount importance Developing countries are becoming more aware of the
ways in which present and future economic development must build upon a sound and
sustainable natural resource base some are looking at our long tradition in environmental
protection and are receptive to US assistance which recognizes the uniqueness of the social
and ecological systems in these tropical countries Developing countries recognize the need
to improve their capability to analyze issues and their own natural resource management in
February 1981,for example AID funded a national Academy of Sciences panel to advise
Nepal on their severe natural resource degradation problems Some countries such as
Senegal India Indonesia and Thailand are now including conservation concerns in their
economic development planning process.Because so many government of developing
nations have recoanized the imnortance of these issues the need todav is not merelv one of

Todd

B. The old owner was mean to
Herschel

C. Herschel ran away and Todd
found him

A. Have a great taste
B. be the perfect shape and size
C. appear natural

A. They have all been painted the
same color

B. They are all situated next to each
other on the street

C. There are no other oak trees on
this street

A. Cannot be easily assimilated by
the technocrats of the developing
countries

C. Can be easily borrowed by the
developing countries to solve the
problem of environmental
degradation

D. Can be very effective in solving
the problem of resource management
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raising additional consciousness but for carefully designed and sharply focused activities
aimed at management regimes that are essential to the achievement of sustained
development

b.Technical know-how developed in the USA

Paul's wife knows Paul loves to read cookbooks. She decides to get him one for his
birthday. Paul tells her he will try to make a new recipe for three days in a row. On
Monday, Paul makes blueberry pancakes for breakfast. He gets the blueberries from
the farmers’ market. On Tuesday, Paul makes beef soup for dinner. He puts in cubes
of beef, carrots, and onions. The recipe calls for cream, but Paul does not cream. He
uses water instead. On Wednesday, Paul makes a tomato salad with cucumbers
and onions. He picks the cucumbers and tomatoes from his garden. He likes this
dish best. It was also the easiest for him to make.

What does Paul say he will do?

Today, Mike and his mom are going to the library. Mike wants to find a book to read. His
Mom wants to use a computer there. When they get ot the library. Mike finds a book about
detectives. He also finds a book with chapters about a friendly ghost. Finally, he finds a book
about a man who lives in the woods without food or water.He puts the books on the front
desk and waits for his mom.Mike's mom sit at one of the computers in the library. She checks
er email and looks at pictures of flowers on the internet. Then she reads a news article on a
website. Mike's mom leaves the computer and walks over to Mike, holding up something out
for him. Mike looks at her quizzcally, It takes him a moment to recognize w that movie for us
to watch tonight, " says Mike's mom"Sure,"Mike says, now holding the movie out in front of
him. He reads the cover while walking back to the library entrance. He puts his books and
the movie on the front desk to check out.A librarian stands behind the counter holding an
electronic scanner. "How long can we keep them?"Mike asks her."Three weeks, "says the
librarian."Cool,"says Mike.Suddenly, Mike is surprised. His mother is checking out something
else that is too big to put on the desk. It's a picture of the ocean."What is that for?"Mike
asks."To put on our wall at home, "says Mike's mom.:You can do that?"Mike asks.Mike's
mom smiles at the librarian. "Yes, "she says, " but we have to return it in three months."While
at the computer, Mike's moml. checks her mailll. looks at picturelll. reads an article

At the time Jane Austen’s novels were published — between 1811 and 1818 —
English literature was not part of any academic curriculum. In addition, fiction was
under strenuous attack. Certain religious and political groups felt novels had the
power to make so-called immoral characters so interesting that young readers would
identify with them; these groups also considered novels to be of little practical use.
Even Coleridge, certainly no literary reactionary, spoke for many when the asserted
that “novel-reading occasions the destruction of the mind’s powers.”

These attitudes towards novels help explain why Austen received little attention from
early nineteenth-century literary cities. (In any case a novelist published anonymously,
as Austen was, would not be likely to receive much critical attention.) The literary
response that was accorded to her, however, was often as incisive as twentieth-
century criticism. In his attack in 1816 on novelistic portrayals “outside of ordinary
experience,” for example. Scott made an insightful remark about the merits of
Austen’s fiction.

Her novels, wrote Scott, “present to the reader an accurate and exact picture of
ordinary everyday people and places, reminiscent of seventeenth-century Flemish
painting.” Scott did not use the word ‘realism’, but he undoubtedly used a standard of
realistic probability in judging novels. The critic Whately did not use the word
‘realism’, either, but he expressed agreement with Scott's evaluation, and went on to
suggest the possibilities for moral instruction in what we have called Austen’s
‘realistic method’ her characters, wrote Whately, are persuasive agents for moral
truth since they are ordinary persons “so clearly evoked that we feel an interestin
their fate as if it were our own.” Moral instruction, explained Whately, is more likely to
be effective when conveyed through recongnizably human and interesting characters
than when imparted by a sermonizing narrator. Whitely especially praised Austen’s
ability to create character who “mingle goodness and villainy, weakness and virtue,
as in life they are always mingled. “Whitely concluded his remarks by comparing
Austen’s art of characterization to Dickens’, starting his preference for Austen’s.

Yet, the response of nineteenth-century literary critics to Austen was not always so
laudatory, and often anticipated the reservations of twentieth-century literary critics.
An example of such a response was Lewes complaint in 1859 that Austen’s range of
subject and characters was too narrow. Praising her verisimilitude, Lewes added
that, nonetheless her focus was too often only upon the unlofty and the commonplace.
(Twentieth-century Marxists, on the other hand, were to complain about what they
saw as her exclusive emphasis on a lofty upper middle class.) In any case having
being rescued by literary critics from neglect and indeed gradually lionized by them,
Austen steadily reached, by the mid-nineteenth century, the enviable pinnacle of
being considered controversial.
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A. Become a chef
B. Grow his own food
C. Cook every recipe in a week

A. lonly
B. landll only
C. llandlil only

A. False

B. Wrong
C. Exaggerated
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Right now, | am looking at a shelf full or relics, a collection of has-beens, old-timers,
antiques, fossils. Right now | am lolling at a shelf full of books. Yes that’s right. If you
have some spare cash (the doing rate is about $89) and are looking to enhance your
reading experience, then | highly suggest you consider purchasing an e-reader. E-
readers are replacing the books of old, and | welcome them with open arms (as you
should).

If you haven’t heard of an e-reader and don't know what it is, then please permit the
following explanation. An e-reader is a device that allows you to read e-books. An e-
book is a book-length publication in digital form, consisting of text, images, or both,
and produced on, published through, and readable on computers or other electronic
devices. Sometimes the equivalent of a conventional printed book, e-books can also
be born digital. The Oxford Dictionary or English defines the e-book as “an electronic
version of a printed book, “but e-book can and do exist without any printed
equivalent.

So now you know what an e-reader is. But you still may be wondering why they put
printed books to shame. E-readers are superior to printed books because they save
space, are environmentally friendly, and provide helpful reading tips and tools that
printed books do not.

E-readers are superior to printed books because they save space. The average e-
reader can store thousands of digital book, providing a veritable library at your
fingertips. What is more, being the size and weight of a thin hardback, the e-reader
itself is relatively petite. Itis easy to hold and can fitin a pocketbook or briefcase
easily. This makes handling ponderous behemoths such as War and Peace, Anna
Karenina, and Les Miserables a breeze. Perhaps the only drawback to the space-
saving aspect of an e-reader is that it requires you to find new things to put on your
shelves.

In addition, e-readers are superior to books because they are environmentally
friendly. The average novel is about 300 pages long. So, if a novel is printed 1000
times, it will use 300,000 pieces of paper. That's a lot of paper! If there are about
80,000 pieces of paper in a tree, this means it takes almost 4 trees to make these
1000 books. Now, we know that the average bestseller sells about 20,000 copies
per week. That means that it takes over 300 trees each month to sustain this rate.
And for the super bestsellers, these figures increase dramatically. For example, the
Harry Potter book series has sold over 450 million copies. That's about 2 million
trees! Upon viewing these figures, it is not hard to grasp the severe impact of printed
books on the environment. Since e-reader use no trees, they represent a significant
amount of preservation in terms of the environment and its resources.

Finally, e-reader are superior to books because they provide helpful reading tips and
tolls that printed books do not. The typical e-reader allows its user to customize letter

size, font, and line spacing. It also allows highlighting and electronic bookmarking.
Furthermore, it grants users the ability to get an overview of a book and then jump to
a specific electronic bookmarking. Furthermore, it grants users the ability to get an
overview of a book and then jump to a specific location based on that overview.
While these are all nice features, perhaps the most helpful of all is the ability to get
dictionary definitions at the touch of a finger. On even the most basic e-reader, users
can conjure instant definitions without having to hunt through a physical dictionary.

It can be seen that e-readers are superior to printed books. They save space, are
environmentally friendly, and provide helpful reading tips and tools that printed books
do not. So what good are printed books? Well, they certainly make nice decorations.

Based on information in the passage, it can be inferred that War and Peace, Anna
Karenina, and Les Miserables are all

Each nation has its own peculiar character which distinguishes it from others. But the people
of the world have more points in which they are all like each other than points in which they
are different. One type of person that is common in every country is the one who always
tried to do as little as he possibly can and to get as much in return as he can. His opposite,
the man who is in the habit of doing more than is strictly necessary and is ready to accept
what is offered in return, is rare everywhere.

Both these types are usually unconscious of their character. The man who avoids effort is
always talking about his ‘rights’; he appears to think that society owes him a pleasant easy
life. The man who is always doing more than his sheer talks of ‘duties’ feels that the
individual is in debt to society, and not society to the individual. As a result of their view,
neither of these men thinks that he behaves at all strangely.

A. Authored by Europeans
B. Dense and impenetrable
C. Timeless classics

B. Avoids hard working
C. Does not know his duties well
D. Always thinks of his 'rights' first
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The man who talks of ‘duties’:

This is the age of machine. Machines are everywhere, in the fields, in the factory, in the
home, In the street, in the city, in the country, everywhere. To fly, it is not necessary to have
wings; there are machines. To swim under the sea, it is not necessary to have gills; there
are machines. To kill our fellowmen in over-whelming numbers, there are machines. Petrol
machines alone provide ten times more power than all human beings in the world. In the
busiest countries, each individual has six hundred human slaves in his machines.

What are the consequences of this abnormal power? Before the war, it looked as though it
might be possible, for the first time in history to provide food and clothing and shelter for the
teaming population of the world-every man, woman and child. This would have been the
greatest triumphs of science. And yet, if you remember, we saw the world crammed, full of
food and people hungry. Today, the leaders are bare and millions, starving. That’'s more
begin to hum, are we going to see again more and more food, and people still hungry? For
the goods, it makes the goods, but avoids the consequences.

The machine age produces:

Philadelphia is a city known for many things. It is where the Declaration of
independence was signed in 1776, and it was also the first capital of the United
States. But one fact about Philadelphia is not so well-known: it is home to nearly
3,000 murals painted on the sides of homes and buildings around the city. In fact, it is
said that Philadelphia has more murals than any other city in the world, with the
exception of Rome. How did this come to be?

More than 20 years ago, a New Jersey artist named Jane Golden started a program
pairing troubled youth with artists to paint murals on a few buildings around the city.
Form this small project, something magical happened. The young people involved
helped to create magnificent pieces of art, but there were other, perhaps more
important benefits. The young people learned to collaborate and get along with many
different kinds of people during the various steps required to paint and designa
mural. They learned to be responsible, because they needed to follow a schedule to
make sure the murals were completed. They also learned to take pride in their
community. It is hard for any resident to see the spectacular designs and not feel
proud to be a part of Philadelphia.

Take a walk around some of the poorest neighborhoods | Philadelphia,
neighborhoods full of broken windows and littered front steps, and you will find
beautiful works of art on the sides and fronts of buildings. Of course they murals are
not just in poor neighborhoods, but more affluent ones as well. Special buses take
tourists to different parts of the city to see the various murals, which range from huge
portraits of historical heroes, to cityscapes, to scenes depicting the diverse ethnic
groups that call Philadelphia home.

As a result of its success, the mural program created by Jane Golden has now
become the nation’s largest public art program and a model for to troubled youth.

According to the passage, the murals in Philadelphia
| draw tourists who want to see them
llinstill responsibility and pride in the people who paint them

lilare solely designed by the youth who paint them

Q.3 Democratic societies from the earliest times have expected their governments to protect
the weak against the strong No era of good feeling can justify discharging the police force or
giving up the idea of public control over concentrated private wealth On the other hand it is
obvious that a spirit of self denial and moderation on the part of those who hold economic
power will greatly soften the demand for absolute equality Men are more interested in
freedom and security than in an equal distribution of wealth the extent to which Government
must interfere with business therefore is not exactly measured by the extent to which
economic power is concentrated into few hands The required degree of government
interference depends mainly on whether economic powers are oppressively used and on the
necessity of keeping economic factors in a tolerable state of balance However with the
necessity of meeting all these dangers and threats to liberty the powers of government are
unavoidably increased whichever political party may be in office The growth of government
is a necessary result of the growth of technology and of the problems that go with the use of
machines and science since the Government in our nation must take on more powers to
meet its problems there is no way to preserve freedom except by making democracy more
powerful.

d. Era of good feeling in the paragraph refers to

B. Food

C. Goods but avoid the
consequences

D. None of above

A. lonly
C. Iland lll only
D. |, lland Il

B. Time of adversity

C. Time without government
D. Time of police atrocities
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Cindy liked parks. She liked the trees and grass and nature. She liked the birds and
squirrels she say in parks. She also liked walking down wooded trails or riding bikes along
gravel paths. Parks were a lot more fun to exercise in than just walking down the street.
because there was so much to see.She had been to many kinds of parks. Some were in
mountains, with rivers and hiking. Some were open areas with broad stretches of green
grass to play on. Others were in the forest, with paths running beneath towering trees with
sweeping branches overhead. Cindy's favorite parks were near lakes.There was a lake park
not far form her house. It had a boardwalk trail that was set on pilings across a shallow
lake.That was the best part. She loved to walk along the brown wood path and stop along
the way, looking in the water for frogs and turtles. There were a few pavilions to stop and sit
under in the shade. The water was deeper near them, so she could see fish sometimes.
Occasionally, she would even see long-legged water birds, like cranes. The fall was the best
time to visit the lake parks. With the leaves changing color, it was very beautiful. The sun
would be out in the cloudy sky, and then cool breezes would blow through the reeds and
water grasses.Spring was nice, too, because all the butterflies were out. The flowers and
blossoming trees along the wooded paths were fragrant and beautiful. The lake grasses
were tall and green, rustling in the wind. Cattails bobbed among the reeds. It was a good
time to visit. Summer was okay. It was still pretty, but too hot. At least in winter things were
pretty, if in a stark and cold way. The white dusting of snow that covered everything gave the
park a clean look. It was fun to follow other people's footprints in the snow, or to go out on
the boardwalk and look at the frozen top of the lake.If Cindy had her way, she would visit the
park every day. Come to think of it, she did it was also a great place to do homework or
read.

Question:

What kind of animal CAN'T Cindy see at the lake park near her house?

When Greg went to the giant aquarium near his house, he had one type of animal that he
loved to watch. He liked dolphins and manatees, but he loved whales. Baluga whales from
the arctic were really neat, but it was the Killer Whales especially that had his heart.For
hours, from the park opening untill closing, he could watch them. Their black-and-white
patterned skin reminded him of a tuxedo, a penguin,or even a zebra, but on the whales it
seemed even more special. It made them stand out in the water.Their playfulness and
intelligence amazed him, too. He liked to watch the trainers coax them through jumps,leaps,
and other tricks. They talked and squawked at the trainers. One time the trainer even got
launched into the air off the whale's nose. It was an impressive feat.It always surprised him
now fast and agile such a massive creature could be. He always expected them to be slow
and lumbering, but they were fast like a bullet, darting through their huge tanks and
exploding from the water.In the park, they were fast like a bullet, darting through their huge

tanks and exploding from the water.In the park, they ate fish and other snacks, and lots of
them. In the wild, he understood why they had their fierce name. They could eat seals, sea
lions, small whales, and just about anything they could catch. Their teeth were sharp and
predatory. They were the top of the food chain - even more dangerous than sharks.The
Killer Whales were amazing animals. They inspired him to learn more about the sea. He
thought that some day he might want to be a marine biologist.Then, he could learn about his
favourite animals as a job.For now, he'd have to settle for watching them through the tank's
glass and reading about them. However, there was always the future.

Question:

What is Greg's favorite animal at the aquarium park?

Each nation has its own peculiar character which distinguishes it from others. But the people
of the world have more points in which they are all like each other than points in which they
are different. One type of person that is common in every country is the one who always
tried to do as little as he possibly can and to get as much in return as he can. His opposite,
the man who is in the habit of doing more than is strictly necessary and is ready to accept
what is offered in return, is rare everywhere.

Both these types are usually unconscious of their character. The man who avoids effort is
always talking about his ‘rights’; he appears to think that society owes him a pleasant easy
life. The man who is always doing more than his sheer talks of ‘duties’ feels that the
individual is in debt to society, and not society to the individual. As a result of their view,
neither of these men thinks that he behaves at all strangely.

A person who doing more and getting little:

On January 3, 1961, nine days after Christmas, Richard Legg, John Byrnes, and
Richard McKinley were killed in a remote desert in eastern Idaho. Their deaths
occurred when a nuclear reactor exploded at a top-secret base in the National
Reactor Testing Station (NRTS). Official reports state that the explosion and
subsequent reactor meltdown resulted from the improper retraction of the control rod.
When questioned about the events that occurred there, officials were very reticent.
The whole affair, in fact, was discussed much, and seemed to disappear with time.

In order to grasp the mysterious nature of the NRTS catastrophe, it help to know a bit
about how nuclear reactors work. After all, the generation of nuclear energy may
strike many as an esoteric process. However, given its relative simplicity, the way in
which the NRTS reactor functions is widely comprehensible. In this particular kind of
reactor, a cluster of nine-ton uranium fuel rods are positioned lengthwise around a
central control rod. The reaction begins with the slow removal of the control ro, which
starts a controlled nuclear reaction and beains to heat the water in the reactor. This

A. fish
B. water birds

D. turtles

A. seals
B. manatees

C. dolphins

B. Is found in our country
C. Is common in all countries
D. Is found nowhere
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heat generates steam, which builds pressure inside the tank. As pressure builds, the
steam looks for a place to escape. The only place this steam is able to escape is
through the turbine. As it passes through the turbine on its way out of the tank, it turns
the giant fan blades and produces energy.

On the morning of January 3, after the machine had been shut down for the holidays,
the three men arrived at the station to restart the reactor. The control rod needed to
be pulled out only four inches to be reconnected to the automated driver. However,
records indicate that Byrnes yanked it out 23 inches, over five times the distance
necessary. In milliseconds the reactor exploded. Legg was impaled on the ceiling; he
would be discovered last. It took one week and a lead-shielded crane to remove his
body. Even in full protective gear, workers were only able to work a minute at a time.
The three men are buried in lead-lined coffins under concrete in New York, Michigan,
and Arlington Cemetery, Virginia.

The investigation took nearly two years to complete. Did Byrnes have a dark motive?
Or was it simply an accident? Did he know how precarious the procedure was?
Other operators were questioned as to whether they knew the consequences of
pulling the control rod out so far. They responded “Of course! We often talked about
what we would do if we were at a radar station and the Russians came.

“We'd yank it out.”

Official reports are oddly ambiguous, but what they do not explain, gossip does.
Rumors had it that there was tension between the men because Byrnes suspected
the other two of being involved with his young wife. There is little doubt than he, like
the other operators, knew exactly what would happen when he yanked the control
rod.

As used in paragraph 2, which is the best definition for esoteric?

Educational planning should aim at meeting the educational needs of the entire
population of all age group. While the traditional structure of education as a three
layer hierarchy from the primary stage to the university represents the core, we
should not overlook the periphery which is equally important. Under modern
conditions, workers need to rewind, or renew their enthusiasm, or strike outin a new
direction, or improve their skills as much as any university professor. The retired and
the age have their needs as well. Educational planning, in their words, should take
care of the needs of everyone.

Our structures of education have been built up on the assumption that there is a
terminal point to education. This basic defect has become all the more harmful today.
A UNESCO report entitled ‘learning to Be’ prepared by Edgar Faure and others in
1973 asserts that the education of children must prepare the future adult for various
forms of self — learning. A viable education system of the future should consist of
modules with different kinds of functions serving a diversity of constituents. And
performance, not the period of study, should be the basis for credentials. The writing
is already on the wall.

In view of the fact that the significance of a commitment of lifelong learning and
lifetime education is being discussed only in recent years even in educationally
advanced countries, the possibility of the idea becoming an integral part of
educational thinking seems to be a far cry. For, to move in that direction means such
more than some simple rearrangement of the present organization of education. But
a good beginning can be made by developing Open University programs for older
learners of different categories and introducing extension services in the
conventional colleges and schools. Also these institutions should learn to cooperate
with the numerous community organizations such as libraries. Museums, municipal
recreational programs, health services etc.

What is the main thrust of the author?

Q.4 Educational planning should aim at meeting the educational needs of the entire
population of all age groups while the traditional structure of education as a three layer
hierarchy from the primary stage to the university represents the core we should not
overlook the periphery which is equally important Under modern conditions workers need to
rewind or renew their enthusiasm or strike out in a new direction or improve their skills as
much any university professor the retired and the aged have their needs as well Educational
planning in their words should take care of the needs of everyone.Our structures of
education have been built up on the assumption that there is a terminal point to education
This basic defect has become all the more harmful today.A UNESCO report entitled Learning
to be prepared by Edgar Faure and others in 1973 asserts that the education of children
must prepare the future should consist of modules with different kinds of functions serving a
diversity of constituent And performance not the period of study should be the basis for
credentials the writing is already on the wall In view of the fact that the significance of a
commitment of lifelong learning and lifetime education is being discussed only in recent
years even in educationally advanced countries the possibility of the idea becoming an

intaaral nart af tha ideaa harnmina an intaaral nart nf adiicatinnal thinkina eceame tn ha a far

A. Risky or dangerous
B. Highly scientific

D. Understood by few

A. Traditional systems should be
strengthened

B. Formal education is more
important than non-formal

D. It is impossible to meet he needs
of everyone

A. Closing down conventional schools
and colleges

B. Longer&nbsp;duration s&nbsp;for
all formal courses

D. More weight for actual
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cry For to move in that direction means such more than some simple rearrangement of the

present organization of education but a good beginning can be made by developing open

university programs for older learners of different categories and introducing extension

services in the conventional colleges and schools also these institutions should learn to

cooperate with the numerous community municipal recreational programs health services

etc.

j.Integrating the concepts of lifelong learning with the educational structure would

imply

Next week | am on vacation. While | am on a vacation, | will work on two projects.First, | will fix
the washing machine. The washing machine has been broken for two weeks. To fixit, | will
need three tools: a screwdriver, a wrench, and a clamp. It will take one day to fix the washing
machine.Next, | will fix our back porch. This is a bigger project. It will probably take about two
days to fix the back porch, and will require a screwdriver, a hammer, nails, and a saw. My
vacation starts on Monday. | have a lot of work to do, but hopefully | can relax after | finish
my work

Question:

According to the passage, fixing the back porch will take longer because

A. the author really doesn't want to
doit

B. It has been broken longer

C. it needs more tools



